





‘Eh, ¥ Gea 


CRITICAL REVIEW. 





htthag bhe Wn Acta REO, 





. 
Two 


Philofophical Rhapfodies. Fragments of Akbur of Betlis. Com» 
taining Reflections on the Laws, Manners, Cuftoms. and Reld- 
gions, of certain Afiatic, Afric, and European Nation's ‘Cob 
le&ed and now firft publifbed. ‘By Richard Fofeph Sulivan, 
E/q. In three Volumes. Bv0. 155, in Boards. Becion ? 


& HE following fragments were written by a native | 
Affyzia, who, in very early youth, was removed to the 
continent of Europe, and. thence to England, Duting his’ Té- 
fidence in England with a friend of his father’s, he became‘in- 
ftruéted in its language, and in the principles of ‘its religion. 
He then travelled ; and in various countries threw together the 
refleétions which appear in the following theets.? : 
This is the account of the editor, and we ought not‘to dif 
truft it; but whether. Akbor really exifted, or fome ‘Europeath 
author has indulged his fancy, and wandered in tdea under thfs 
guife, is of little confequence : the work itfelf is our objeét, 
and merits our recommendation. The author is 'a¢andid ahd 
intelligent traveller, a ‘ friend of his fellow-creatdres, anda 
zealous advocate for the offices of humanity.’ *“He*travels, nét 
to defcribe buildings, profpegts} or the the various ornaments 
of differing fancy ; but to examine the maninersand éultoms, 
to delineate the human heart, and to: fee it ultder different 
difguifes, but fill poffefiing the fame grurtour propenifities, 
fame. virtues, and the fame weakneffes: '“ His nid’ i$ ene 
lightened,. and. his" fentiments liberal : indeed: his! ‘libeFalit 
fometimes: degenerates, a jittle into fcepticifin ; but we’ find 
nothing to reprehend, for \ we difcover ‘it only “by the terrdrs 
which he feems to feel when on holy ground, and’ the réftraint 
frequently vifible when his ‘engniries have® bidug him’ to"the 
verge of the fanétuary. His langage is Clear, \fimple} and 
unoramiented }, and, in general, we think thefe Phifofophiéal 
Rhapfodies, nconne¢ted in form, rather than Tht’ fabltdrice, 
furpih a pleafing and rational entértainnitat. : 
“VoL. LX. Fuly, 1785. B This 
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of Ethiopia. Akbur does not decide; bur he aéts a'little un- 
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.. This mental travelling, this review of the minds and man- 
ners, is highly ufeful. It divefts us of that unfocial pride, 
which raifes our own imaginary rank; for virtues and vices 
are nearly the fame in all countries; benevolence is always 
amiable, and a narrow felfifhnefs defpicable, from the hovels 
of the Hottentot to the caverns of Lapland. It expands the 
mind, fince it fhows that happinefs and mifery are more equal. 
ly diffufed than we fhould fufpec, from a firft and tranfient 
view ; and it_teaches us to refpect the errors of others, when 
they are found not to be mofe grofs and numerous than our 
own. 

The firft queftion, which neceffarily occurs to the mental 
traveller, 13 the origin of the different nations, and the varie- 
ties. of the human race.. Thefe queftions are involved with 
each other; for, if the whole world did not proceed from one 
pair, no origin. is neceflary, or at leall none can be deter- 
mined. ‘This is a fabjec&t which has not yet been decided, 
and the road, to inveftigation is fhut up, till fome liberal 
theologian fhall clearly fhow, that the Mofaic account of the 
creation is not to be underftood in a literal or an univerfal 
fenfe. The firft men for piety and learning, whom we have 
conyerfed.with, have agreed that it is not fo; and indeed, the 
account of the early ages feems to have been chiefly defigned 
to preferve the Jewith genealogies. _ It is difficult to find one 
precept, either of morality or religion, except the punifhment 
inflicted on the murderer, neceflary to the condué of our lives, . 
mot to add,.,that the whole is related in the uncertain ‘mede of 
tradition. We.chiefly mean to refer to the ages before the 
flood ; and fhould not have hazarded this opinion, if we Had 
‘not known that it was fupported by the beft authorjties.. Our 
author dwells;chiefly on the different races of men, and on 
thofe tribes, in. appearance, moft remote from them, viz. the 
white men. on. the. ifthmus of Darien, and the Albinoes of 
Africa, .But, in fast, there are no two ipecies of the fame 
genus, in.the whole range of animated nature, more diftin& 
than the wooly-headed African, and the copper-coloured Ame- 
sican. ‘To talk of the effeéts of climate is abfurd: it may in- 
fluence the height, the ftrength, and from thence’ the man- 
ners; but it would never enlarge the lip, flatten the nofe, or 
bend the knees.  Befides, we know OF he no effect of climate be- 
yond. what may be produced by the degree and duration of heat 


and cold, by the effects of moifture more or lefs combined with 


shem. Yet'in America thefe are parts as fwampy as the 
“banks of the Gambia, and deferts as dry and torrid as thofe 


fairly; 
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fairly; he leads his reader to determine, without feeming to 
biafs him. 

Thofe who have examined the different races of mankind, 
the great families which have contributed to people the earth, 
muft have been ftruck with the extenfive fettlements of the Tar- 
tars. Perhaps they are the moft numerous family that we are 
yet acquainted with; for it is not eafy to limit their appear- 
ance. ‘They are faid to be the defcendents of Japhet; but 
that is little to the prefent purpofe. Akbur, with juftice, exe 
amines them at the beginning of his travels, and fets out from 
the North. He is .foon attracted by the Grand Lama, and 
the Dala Lama, and gives an entertaining account of that re- 
ligion ; but this was in general well known.” The vait hordes 
with which Scythia: has peopled Europe and Afia excites the 
following juft and natural reflections. 


‘ From the prodigious number of people which the regions of 
Scythia have fent forth, one would imagine that polygamy was 
beneficial to a.community ; and that no connection of the fexes 
could be more favourable. to population. The fact, however, 
has been doubted, and apparently with good reafon; for al- 
though a plurality of wives has been much more univerfally’ 
allowed than the fimple ftate of monogamy, as will more fully 
appear hereafter, there yet feem to be natural as well as politi- 
cal confiderations which {peak forcibly againft it. An equal 
proportion of the fexes is generally allowed to be the confe-. 
quence of a man’s being confined toa fingle wife; whereas, a 
great majority on the female fide is obfervable in thofe countries 
where his appetites are unreftrained. Of this, both India and 
China, together with the nations of which we are now treat- 
ing, afford fufficient proof. Among thefe people, the women 
far outnumber the men; nor is the reafon afligned, a bad one. 
It\is obferved. by naturalifts, that the. offspring of every. animal 

artakes in general of the fex.of that parent which has the 
yaa and. mott vigorous conftitution; and that the women . 
in India and China have: Jefs exhaufted:conftitutions than the 
men, muit readily be admitted. A variety of attraction maft 
enervate even the moft robuft man.. The feraglio, therefore, 
cannot but be hurtful to the male propagation. In fupport of 
this opinion, we find, thatin Europe, where polygamy is ex- 
ploded, the proportion of males and females is nearly equal. [ 
do not exaéily recollect the calculation ; but I believe it is as 
1c6 to 108. Europe, then, can boatt of being in the, truek 
and moft eligible ftate of nature ; for woman being formed for 
man, and nature not allowing of thefe adventitious claims of 
riches and diftin&tion which firit introduced a plurality of wives, 
the divifion, by her rules, fhould be as equal as pothble; each 
fhould poffefs his mate, the poor.as well as the wealthy. More 
ever the monopoly of beauty is 2 monopoly of the moit injuri- 
Bz Ous 
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ous kind; it is a robbery; it is a-franudulent feleftion. of the. 
lovelieft and moft valuable treafure that is given to man, Peace, 
happinefs, and population, can only go hand .in hand, while 
SrbgHomp reigns, and while there is a natural commixture of the 
exes. 

‘ Polygamy, however, unfair and illiberal as it may be call- 
ed, has yet the advantage, in every refpect, of polyandry, ora 
plurality of hufbands; that is affuredly, not only a moft’ un- 
nateral, but a moft abominable’ cuftom. Something may be 
faid for a variety of wives, but that one'woman fhould cohabit 
with a variety of men, ‘is too grofs to be dwelt upon. Happily 
for the prefervation of our fpecies, this cuftom at prefent is fel- 
dom found to prevail. Thibet, and the mountains of Aff- 
ghaniftan, are the only places that I know of where it continues 
to exift; formerly, indeed, it was common. Media was.fo ce- 
lebrated for it, that a woman was looked upon with contempt 
who had fewer hufbands than five. Even Britain, the honeft 
foil of Britain, fome hundréd years ago, produced females who 
would, without a blufh, betroth their faith to a dozen boiftrous 
fellows at a time.’ om 


_ Akbur then paffes to China, and gives a favourable account 
of this peculiar people; an account the more valuable, as he 
frequently mentions what he has himfelf feen. But there is 
alfo other evidence. : : 


© The miffionaries, who from their knowledge in fcience, 
and their hcely calling, and the’ minifters of foreign courts with 
their fuites, who have been admitted freely into China, have. 
réprefented the Chinefe in exactly the fame Trght im which they 
have appeared to me; but that which moft firmly riveted me 
in the opinion, was the account which I reteived-from a ra- 
tive of Cafhimere, who, in the‘garb’ and ftyle of an itinerant 
merchant of-China, had, for ten years, uninterruptedly, been 
travelling frém one extremity of te empire to the other. His 
voice was loud in their praife: ‘hé had never been defrauded, 
he faid, of the moft inconfiderable fum. As to oppreffion, he 
had been a ftranger to it; whefever his fancy led him he went; 
thieves and aifaflins never infefted his way} his ‘road he had 
always found a toad of ‘fafety; and the people, good’ humont- 
ed and obliging on every occafidn, had given him'caule to bé 
thankful;-that he had found’a refidence among them. - ‘Fhe 
Chinefe have unqueftionably been mifreprefented ; at the fame 
time, that they have poffibly been too glaringly extolled: their 
true character may lie between the two extremes.’ 


The ftriking feature in the manners of the -Chinefe, not 


generally known, is the little reverence paid to. the clergy. 


The Tartars, in this country, have laid:afide the.veneration 
for the Lama; and, ‘perhaps, influenced by the cuftoms of 
the aborigines, if there were ever any other inhabitants, peré 

2 : : haps 
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haps from the example of Confucius, looking rather to mo- 
‘rality than religious forms, as the more effential obje&t, have 
taken the ftrongett meafures to deprefs their pretenfions, From 
fimilar motives, whatever they may be, the Chinefe tolerate 
every {pecies of religion. 

¢ Reafon, faid Confutfee, is an emanation of the Divinity ; 
the fupreme law is nothing but the effect of nature and of rea- 
fon; {uch religions as contradict thefe two guides of our exift- 
ence, proceed not from heaven.’. 

This liberality of the Chinefe may probably be attributed to 
a little fcepticifm ; but we cannot miftake their tendernefs, 
their affeftion, and their patient induftry. Akbur fays alfo 
that they are a wife people ; for they have all the various arts 
of a polithed nation from their own invention. ‘The prefent 
Tulers and a part of the people are T’artars; though they have 
been originally derived, inthe opinion of many, from 
Egypt. This our author oppofes, and with reafon,; for the 
wifdom of the Egyptians is at leaft problematical: Akbur is 
of this opinion. With all their ~ ang he thinks them indo- 
dent and éffeminate. 

Our author next proceeds to Japaw, where the religious 
“character gains, in its turn, the afcendancy. It is really fin- 
gular that the fmall, the comparatively {mall diftritt of China, 
fhould deviate: in. this refpect. from the cuftoms ofthe fur- 
rounding nations: it moft probably muft be attributed to the 
influence.of Confucius. The Japanete are reprefented as ori- 
ginally tolerant, and the change:in their difpofition to: have 
.arifen from the: intemperate zeal of. the miffionaries. They 
-thought:the-honour of their religion concerned, in being, m 
every fenfe, fuperior to the,.bonzes. Religious wars were the 
seonfequense j s and the rancour which they infpire i is not foon 
erafed. 

The ‘Tonquinefe are _ deferibied as an honeft candid nation, 
more {pirited and warlike than the Chinefe, ‘Phe »govern- 
ment is of the feudal kind, and ‘their aaa in amote re- 
fpectable form... . 

From. ‘Tonquin our author proceeds: to’ the country of the 
.Malays, another numerous. race, whith »wer have /feen,:inoa 
former Review, -are extended thebugh ithe — clgvatiogs 
of a. vat andextenfive oceans * winging 
.» © With the Hindoos and the Chinefe, the olden ‘eivilined 
onations with which we aré acquainted, they have had a trade 
from the earlieft periods of time; amd.why fhould:they not be 

allowed to have profited themfelyes of sels opportunities ? ‘To 

“aflert that they have not, is to a id fe ar itrarily,’ and witho t 

a Hut that which to’ my is fets ‘their improvement ke 
yon 
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yond the poffibility of doubt ‘is, that in all commercial tranfae- 
tions, a fcrupulous honefty is found to:be their ruling principle ; 
‘and they are unfufpicious in the higheft degree. From the fo- 
yeign merchant, whom they never faw before, they will pur- 
Chale Fach voin modities as they want;.on the bare credit of his 
‘word; and though unacquainted with’ the {cientific law of na- 
‘tions, and-fo fitaated as'to’ be debarréd al! hope of reparation 
‘Should fraud be ‘practifed on-them,: theyoyet, in the excefs of 
‘good faith, are never apprehenfive ‘of any: finifter defign; nor 
can they admit’the ‘idea that they'themfelves are to be fuf- 
? ecte 6 eq RL ‘ : FA BIT. 

<i ‘ This fair character, T know, will bedenied the Malays ; Iam 
forry for it; but Iam free to fay, ‘I:-think they are entitled to 
it. Proofs, in repeated inftances, have»‘come within my own 
‘knowledge, ‘of the relrance they have’ on the honour. of. ftran- 


‘gers ; and the ‘univerfal dependence which is placed on'their ho- - 


nefty in the purchafe of thofe bags of gold duft which they an- 
srwally fend from’ their coafts, and which are never either in- 
fpected ‘or affayed) is evidence fufficient that they are to be truft- 
ed. In fa&, in this very valuable article in which the people 
‘of Hindofian deal confiderably, I never heard of any dai 
‘practice. ‘Fhe intrinfic value of the duit is always: found fuch 
as it is declared to be.’ | ay 


Sumatra is, in Akbur’s opinion, the Ophir of Solomon's: at 
Jeaft a mountain near Achin, on its north- wef coat, is called fo; 
and, from the ufual ftate of the winds, fuch a voyage might 
have been eafily made by Solomon’s fhips, from the Arabian 


‘Gulf. | The. internal inhabitants, probably the aborigines, | 


differing from thofe of the coaft; are faid to devour their.pri- 
foners; and we formerly obferved that there was much reafon 
to fufpe&t that this praétice had been fome time common among 
the more-delicate inhabitants of the South Sea iflands, 

‘The greater part of the fecond volume is employed inthe 
hiftory of the laws and cuftoms of the Hindoos. |" Our‘ author’s 
reprefentations of all the eaftern’ nations are favourable’: it 
may be partiality ; but if fo, it is an amiable error, and we 
-fhould wifhiit to be true. .The. Hindoos are defcribed as ten- 
der and generous ; they are not always fpirited and warlike, 
but inftances of heroifm, even among females, frequently 
occur. The:laws of Indoftan are fevere and brutal with ref- 
pect to. their. women ; but the heart, in {pite of the laws, be- 
trays its tender feelings: the men are faithful and: conftant, 
and the women chafte., The following deferve the fevereft re- 
prehenfion ; they are unworthy of .a nation which /boafts the 
flighteft degree of refinement.) © ay Ps Hho 43 . 


. 


; fie ee j “tee aie A ne te ° 
¢ A’ woman, fay they, in their code of laws, is never, fatisfied 
with man—no more than fire is fatisficd. with burning fnel.or 
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the main ocean with receiving the rivers, or the empire of death 
with the dying of men and animals. She has fix qualities :— 
the firft, an inordinate defire of jewels and fine furniture, hand- 
fome cloaths, and nice victuals ; —the fecond, immoderate lutt; 
—the third, violent anger; the fourth, deep refentment ;— 
the fifth, the good of others appears evil in her eyes ; —the fixth, 
fhe is invariably addicted to bad actions. For thefe reafons, it 
is evident, the Creator formed her for no other purpofe than 
children might be born from her.p+A wife thall not, continue 
they, growing with the fubject, a wife fhall not difcourfe with 
a ftranger; but fhe may converfe with a Sinaflee, (a wandering 
prieit) a hermit, or anvold man, She fhalb not laugh without 
drawing the veil before her face. She thall not eat (unlefs it be 
phyfic) until fhe has ferved her hufband and her guelts with vic- 
tuals. She hall not, while her hufband is on a journey, divert 
herfelf by play, nor fhall fee any public fhow, nor fhall laugh, 
nor fhall drefs herfelfin jewels and fine cloaths, nor fhall fee 
dancing, nor hear mufic,' nor fhall fit in the window, nor ‘fhall 
ride out, nor fhall behold any thing rare; but fhe thall faften 
well the door of the houfe, and remain private; and fhall not 
‘eat any dainty victuals, and fhall not blacken her eyes with eye 
powder, and fhall not view her face in a mirror: fhe fhall never 
exercife herfelf in any..fuch agreeable employment during the 
.abfeace of her hufband,’ 


Yet the laws of the Bramins fometimes breathe a {pirit of 
humanity, though they are fevere againft the faireft part of 
created beings. 


« The fame laws provide, that the magiftrate fhall not make 
war with any deceitful machine, or with poifoned weapons, of 
with cannon and guns, or any other kind of fire arms; nor fhall 
he flay in war a perfon born an eunuch, nor any: perfon who, 
putting his hands together, fupplicates for quarter, nor amy per 
fon who has no means to efcape, nor any man who is fitting 
down, nor any man who fays, I am become of your party; nor 
any man whois afleep, nor any man whois naked, nor. any pere 
fon who is not employed in war, nor any perfon who is come to 
fee the battle, nor any perfon who is fighting with another, nor 
any perfon whofe weapons are broken, nor any perfon who is 
wounded, nor any: perfon who is fearful of the fight, nor any 
perfon who runs away from the battle,’ 


The Hindoos are certainly an ancient nation; but, that 
they have.a complete hiftory compofed upwards of two thou. 
fand years ‘ before the coming of the Meffiah, and which 
treats of the foreign and ‘domeftic regulations of the govern- 
ment of Hindoftan, feveral millions of years preceding,’ is, 
we own, beyond our beljef.’ ‘Thefe ‘annals are’ preferved in 
facred myftery by the Bramins} even, the language is now 
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little underitdod by thapa Gives: be pay thing ‘more required 

to excite fufpicion ? | 
Though Indoftan prefents many < curious and interefting par- 
ficulars,. yee we muft proceed in our travels, The account of 
met ls not, very new ; but that.of his religion is. favour~ 

able. and pleafing. 

6g The next. ftep of Akbur.i is 60 the little ifiand of Joanna, 
Zooawnee of the inhabitants, and their innocent fniplicity is 
highly entertaining. Like the Chinefe, they are careful of, 


afd icrupuloufly, exad refpeRing the effects of the (hipwrecked — 


mariner. . ‘They learned pity from’ their misfortunes: for theif 
sulets were once fhipwrecked; and hofpitably received by the 
Matives 5: and we do not find ‘that ‘the fabfequent conduct “of 
‘the firangers ever induced the inhabitants ‘to répent of ‘their 
mercy: Very, differnt was the event of the humanity of the 
firtt inhabitants Of Hifpaniola, who received Columbus 3 in, his 
dittrefs. 
“The, next’ country is Egypt, el our author? 5. accounts.-are 
$e very favourable to.it. . Lhe extentis {mall, and was never 
ably even fo great as.at-this moment: we mufi look; there= 
i on thein formidable-armies 4s ‘ekaogerated relations; ahd 
' their victories as fo many fabless. The Grecian philofophy, 
derived fram it; owed probably more:to the genius-of thofe who 
xeceived it .than;to the penetration orkmowlege of the teaeh- 
ers...) Uhe, coaclufion of Akbur is jaft and proper sthat**the 
detection of érrors. in. any. accounts: which are given as authen- 
tac,, mnavoidably, throws a gleam. of fuipicion,’ > on theif other 
records: . Dihat .confiderable sfalilaciesshave been dereé&ed;: in 
fome of thele; is evident > and-itis equally fo, that we know of 
theis Raving firiithed more trifling fable thancr‘eal fcience' to 
Greeed! OTH HA, their grandeur was only:a difplay of ‘vat 
niasies, Wichblit defign or sproportidn ; ahd theirdatte wasn 
aukward Attempt.to produce'a diftant reftmblance of a heman 
pare or to combint.in.one heterogeneous body what mature 
ad never yet formed. )>Itcisi time tondjfcard the, childifh: pre- 
pofleffions 1 an-faveur.of. this: -peculiar: nation} whofe pretenfidns 
are not fupported by the flighte® evidence,» 
,, fn the third volume our inquifitive author fteps from Egypt 
to Gteece, and begins with obferving, that the Greeks had 
Bes inventian,. and no philofophy of their own. Their phi- 
Lofephers,aravailed indeed i into Rep gypt; but they travelled alfo 
jnto the Eat, and the genius of their original philofophy be- 
‘trays dis native foil, Yet -the, sreeks were not without riches 
eculiarly ‘their own 3 the more fublime | geometry, many 
Bisecher! Sraatital phildfop by_v Were railed hy them to perfec- 
‘tidh, in comparifon to the {thte im which they probably receiv- 
ed 
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edits: Medicine the ey. reduced to fuch a form, that, till with- 
in thefe few. years, it was the model to which we looked up 
with veneration, anc ‘o whith ages were? ‘almoft afraid to add 
any thing, left tney ihould ‘contaminate the fimple mdjéhty of 
the origt. do! Theirs vig 14 jes we Thalt Tavé td the defenge 
of lord Monbodds = it tc at leafi iuficieat fér “Ws to obferve, 
that it Contains! the feandation of all ‘che mo@ern Ty tms of 
logic ‘and ontology =" ‘the enaey concla#én ‘i, however, 
é€andid, ° P $ 

‘ To conclude: ft mon fid derable certtecidy of which ‘we 
have been treating, was-certaimiy the burfery ot great and eti- 
nent itateimen ; of accomplithed generais,canddeep and fubsle 
philofophers ; ; the unrivalled -patronefs, if not the parent, of: wae 
rious arts and {ciences; ‘but farther than, Lbis, . candour forbids 
ustogo. ‘That fhe was thedource of knowledge cannot be ad- 
mitted. . Her claim to perfection in what fhe ande: ‘took is, indif- 

table; and with this we will jet her reft: for to fay thatthe 
Soe not been equalled, would be erroneous. Experience-in a 
fucceflion of years, diffufed fuch hght over the ‘ancient, as it 
fince ‘hath over the modérn world, that with a diftingui hed, 


though not with a pre-eminent, rank amowg the kingdoms of 


the earth, fhe and her admirers may certainly be fatistied:’ 

‘The European: nations are foon  furveyed ;- and, as Akbur 
is lefs minute in-his detail, and lefs :origmal inhis obferva- 
tions, we fhall pafs them over; 4nd-only notice-one frange, 
but general error, that the world is lefs ‘populous now than it 
was two thoufand: years: ago. | ‘This is-a\partof the fyftem of 
thofe- who perceive an tnereating depravity'm all nature’s works; 
who think the cheering dight and genial warnith of ‘the fun 
leffened, that the face of:nature locks lefs:gay, .and that every 
thing feems to fhow da decaying world. > lt is not eafy to de- 
monitrate the error. of our author; but that-it is an error is 
highly probable, from, the ~vait tracts: now fully. populated, 
which were once deferts;:and, from ‘the comparatively fall 
ones that/have been defertea: We now fpéak of what attaal- 
ly. happened, and will.not admit as evidence, the vait armies 
ot Sefofixis, ar. of Xerxes,. thofe pious frauds, with which we 
have been hitherto amufed. 

We muft now takesour leave of this entertaining author, 
who indeed often-errs, but feldom on fubjegts of importance. 
Wehave not :ftayed to enumerate his errors ;,der even to fol- 
low his fteps more generally, has detained us too long. He jis 
always’ candid sand: berievolent. | He',aceompanies us with 
‘imiles:and good.:humourj+exeept when he meets. with inky. 
manity or ingratitudes even vhen the frowns are foon {mooth- 


“ed, andhe goes chetringlyalong. In thort, we aye feldom 


mér'with a more pleafiygitempanion, © .° « 
y 
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. ug into “tbe Fine’ “Ares ste By $25 Thomas ‘Robert/on, Fellow 
He a3 gyal SEO ai i Mite A 1. 15, in Boards. 
abs : 


boot siom b t 0) i Oo 
HERE is an2attewtrdnets 9 gh dhe. ete of. this work which 
ete ces’ “the reader narra it’? Ard’ ‘the prejadice is 
# atiper, the efubject ought to/be _ legantly treated. ‘The 
he alate oblerves, hao seta books. may be written 
gn a mode that is, minute;and ablirwie, as well as in one that 
‘gene and plain,’ He, prefers tn, later. and chinks * cha 
& dreatife,on,. tig, dine Artsoughttoirife.wath the fubjea, and 
dperk to sthevaudience of sall, mankwidi, -We entirely ,agree 
wiltirihime incepimom;:/bar,.ifithisowasvhis aim, he has ‘not 
dee avery fo ccefsfubin attaining: aoc «Po pafs by minute ob- 
fe poburleatieat® of great cies titinutely; is a fecrevGn fitte 
ON sttitig “th geticr a}? ‘WHIth feeins té' ave been known oily ‘to 
a Feo, wei & unite” his plan, ‘requires’ an‘ acute judgment, 


* rity ofa, Hernan, ur “future remarks will afcertain 


i 25mmi 


a or is paliies, for the. tafk. ore 
1h proteti igs, in, the fick, volume, to. engui ine, ‘into 
gta Rowen anes fate, of, maulic,, ABs the chief of the 
Sane artscbaeh: apply to-thelean?, -He chufes, ta, begin, with 
madern mofigy smch: is othe «fubject ofthe! Ark chapter, ;:the 
fecond is on ancient mufic ; theothirdscontains fpecuidtions.on 


gppae s.and. the fourth, fifth, and; fixth, the, hiftory,,of the 

JERCE, Sad are followed by .a, polligupt On, the. snl, of 
South, Sea iflanders.;;.and, the whole. i preceded by, te 
tory difcourie,..., | 

i The. author, in, his. introdu@ion, thinks. thatthe, love of or- 
nament,, the. paifion.on which. the. fine,arts,, are, founded, Bree 

Cedes, the gratification. of Patusal APPEH ES io dousoiilenn | 

4 The att arriving in, cou ries, “where, th De pe op le ste 
2B, the rudeft itate, where they har lyk ew, how 19 pt S. food, 

5 RAS, off the weather, as ‘always marked © a pafhon for 
“The favage 3 1 indolent; etiothe out for his dat AAS 
Tithedaht: feen's a force “Upon "his natdte! bur ew bina 
avdhe will ufe prayers, 61 fraud? 6rVidiénee; to obraiw ity’ “Te 
the fuvage figte, the ftudy of fire thidig has oe —_ oaeae 
than of things that arenecefiaty?) 96 

«He feems to forget that ahotbavage’ matt exitt before: he can 
defire ; and that he er exift without Neth at mop. 
But to go’ on. see & 

‘It is vain tétenquire into she orderiof, the.arts of nacefiity 
and of pleafure'; gui firit, which lait, made their. appear- 
ance. : ‘They appeared both vpon .the fame day,;. ae mopongn: 
men exifted... Fully, formed by.the hands.of God, man fet 
foot upon the earth ; but his fleps were left to oy own ot Oi 
ance, 
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ance, and his; road to..his own direction. While the arts..of 


amufement and> oF fubli nthe Br te icy! YHe 
former appéar'to hive been fooneft Udvaitced:*\WNaghite ave 
caves to favage men to retire to; and more food, -wit Hitle 
coft of time,in acquiring, it than, they.comdiule, dBlea 


neceffary, arts, afier, makinga few feps, fogn became, dtstionary 
forages s,fily a Igngihy papulation enare : ing, tbe demand for 
ood men. were un lért e.nece ity'to Invent, t igrate. 
flarve. It se Ne other’ atfes’ "Moh ha Tittle te do 
bat to pradife them, Apes‘oP Ilene Were’ beRowed" upon 
‘them.’ Rade people teathed"th’dance, before! chey could hew 
timber, or fhape ftorie*  théy’ painted * théir: bodies lon before 
they clothed them: while xhe:palate had-little-choice of méats 
and drinks, the eye was courted with fhining ‘ores, and thelle, 
and feathers :; whijecthe hand-had yet.to, learniits. conning, the 
ear toiled not to relith fweet,melody., ‘The: arts.of; pleafere, 
in fuch times indeed, are in.a mo imperfe fate; yet,it iste 
thefe arts chiefly, that rude ages are devoted... If there be men 
bufied about neceffaries more than about any other things, itis 
the bulk of men in the moft refined times : it is the | upid la. 
bourer and mechanic: it is the merchant at his books: i is 


the liberal and learned’themfelvés, amid the tatks'¢ ‘ftudy 
the fuinétions of office; their pleafures,’ properly {6 talléd, We 
ing {natched at intervals; for alltheir other amefement, “héw- 
ever genuine, arifes merely from-their being-employed):> The 
favage dreffes,: dances,>and fingss’ . 9.0.5 tus one” 


o #! baapet 


In this paflage, the’ opinion is much learieuis ; and, ?f ‘the 
author ‘had proceeded’a little farther in the’ enquiry, he’ wo 
have found the’refult’ fo Obvious; ‘that’ the whole would p¥o- 
bably have been excluded from the work?''’Pheamuletents 
of the favage ‘are’ certainly: the’ origin ‘Of the'fine ‘arts; ‘but it 
i8 of ‘little ‘confequente Whether they’ preceded or followed the 
gratification of hanger.i It would have been a ‘more import- 
ant fubject of enqitity,’'to have’ examined the favage ftate in 
general, and to’ have obferved in what’ circumftances thefe 
amufements are ‘moft frequent, “Many fava es, after fatisfy- 
ing their appetites, fink into the molt torpid infenGbility, il 
new. calls roufe them into.aétion.,, In this inveltigation,, fomes 
thing- might have been found to be owing to climate,. not asia 
caufe influencing a particular contexture: of ‘the nervous fyf- 
tem ; but ‘as’ inviting its mhabitants into the open air! and 
infpiring-a placid chearfulnefs.. This view would not indeed 
have explained every particular occurrence, nor is it our pré> 
fent object to fupply defects. . | 
Mr. Robertfon: next examines, the commonly received prin 
ciple, that the fine arts are imitative. He.denies that th 
are fo ; and mufic ought, he thinks, to be pasticularly' ex. 
‘ ee : ‘cepted. 




















LL TT TI 











iz Robertfon’s Enquiry into the Fine Aris. 


‘cepted... That muiic is not an imitative art was, we believe, 
frit‘ afferted by Mr.-faekfon,’ in’ #' preface? to’ one of his early 
publications, Mr. 'Robeitfon' obferves that'we, after ‘Arittotlé, 
continue to fay, chat the ‘fine’ aits'Ymitate) ‘and “‘are ever and 
n contradicted by examples, 1 1n which there 1s no ‘imitation.’ 
He’ affests, that the fine arts, poetry ‘excepted, have never flou- 
tifhed in our ifland fo much As upon the continent; that, not 
having fine artifts, we are in canger of not knowing what are 
‘fine, arts, for i in architecture, painting, fculpture, and chiefly 
mufic, we not only do not execute ourfelves, but fcarely know 
what i iS executed by others.’ If this be true, it is fo of paint- 
pig only ; architecture, and of the pureft ftyle, is more prac- 
tifed in England than in any other country ; and muiic, the 
immediate. fubject of our author’s Enquiry , undoubtedly flou- 
ru es more in this kingdom than in any other. London i is the 
grees centre. to which all mouficians of eminence tend ;. and 
ATE) , at this time, more capital Psranet afiembled in 
it nin a Europe befides, 

ay “the. ch lapter, on Modern Mefic, . our author begins with 
enguiring into the nature of founds,,and examines their fym- 
fing effects in inanimate. and animated bodies. The me- 
Seal shies Of pais Mays, he thinks, be owing, to this. fym- 
pathy,.fince, the bones and nerves may be. the. itvings of the 
human machine.’ But this dogirine is now exploded ; and we 
need not jpfilt on its ablurdity.,,, All thefe, and more-fuper- 
Bafural | eftects, have been attributed to ancient mafic: the 
mg ern art pretends to nothing more than charming the fenfe, . 
ober, tion divides the “qualities of mufical found into 
ee polith, aod, fime.. Polith, 3 is.a term. of his,own inven- 
Me and not a YSry. happy, one ; we alfo. think that the term 
ow,” is improperly contr aited to * loud 3? because in, mpfical 
difcuftions, it is, always oppofed to § high.? What he: means 
y faying that * tune is nothing elfe but time,’ exceeds. bug 
comprehenfion. Tune is a found of a-given pitch,, and time 
duration of it: in. this way ithas ever been cohfidered 
By r every writer on the fybjea,., Our author is exceedingly 
prolix on the first glements of mufe ; seand, from thence, takes 
accafion to, {peak of modern. “performances, which it, is PREY 

¢lear, that-he is. unacquainted with, o.,\ ani ha 
“Al human guide fails, when.the natueinin to re cmataidi 
Molicians fpeak of certain:occafions,.when the iordinasy, nules 
both of time and of tune may be fet.afide; and thefe are. the 
occafions of Usaaaas and of fire. . Here’ fome poor fidier is 
téft to-himéelf. : fie Murders Corelli : directions fhould furely 
he'givén’td -ofdimary artifts: forte few tules thould-be handed 
lat ‘guiding, them, where they are molt:apt=to err, to thé 
{piris 


- 
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fpirit of the compofer, who may, be. long.ago dead ; and whofe 
works, imperfectly committed to wijting, they are prefenting, 
with many innovations of their own, to the public. It is to 
be doubted, if Corelli could at this day recognize his own com- 
pofitions in a concert of mulic: befides other alterations, {6 
many graces, as they afe called, being added ; and fo muth 
fimple majefty, taken away.” etree iat sie 
This juftly charaéterifes the mufic of feventy or eighty 
years ago; but the moderns play precifely the notes fet before 
them. -The account of the different intervals and modes is 
moft unreafonably protracted, becaufe there. is nothing dew 
in it. We think the fame’ of his fpecilations in the ‘third 
chapter. ny | , ‘ ae 
“In the Hiftory of Mufic, Mr. Bruce is frequently mention 
ed. As'this gentleman has not yet communicated his dNtoveries 
to the public, we cannot judge of their importance.’ “The 
“harp of inexpreflible beauty,’ as publifhed by Dr, Burney, 
cannot be like any mufical inftrument, becaufe’ there is ‘nothing 
to refift the tenfion of the ftrings., That ‘ fame learned The 
ban’ who painted it muft; for an ancient, be mifetably ignd- 
rant of the make of mufical infruments.. Pe ae 
It.is impoffible to follow our author regularly. “Where we 
agree with him, it is when he takes up the opinions of other ¢ 
for hé advances very little from himdélf’ but what fs liable 6 
exception. The beft part of this volume is, “in our opinida: 
fhe uctount of the progrefs of mufic' in Enptiand? and if 
sxatter of fome of our compofers. ‘The author has'réad'a gre it 
déal on this fubje&; but does not feem ‘to poffefe’ fufficient 
géhius to diflinguifh. what is proper to retain, and what.to 
reject. We fhall felect, as a fpecimen, part of this work 
where Mr. Robertfon muft have been rather an obferver than 
a copyift ; and confégquently where his a¢écount is more valas 
able and original. | MAAC SH 
“Tne two mof general clafles into which the Highland 
mufic feems‘to divide itfelf, are derived from the two caren 
infiraments which that mufic has re employed: the harg 
and ‘voice on the one hand, ‘and the bagpipe onthe other 
String and vecal mufic ‘being fo compatible with one another, 
and, of confequence, having been fo generally conjoined “in 
prattice, have taken the fame fubjects, and’have had thefame 
Character: | The’ bagpipe, from its nature, has ftood alone, and 
its mafic has been peculiar to itfelf. 
‘Harp and vocal mufic, the former of thofe two claffes ap- 
rs to! have been fubdivided among the Highlanders into twa 
others: fongs adapted to times of ‘relaxation and eafe; and 
fongs that always accompanied labour. | 
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2h The former of thofe fubUivifions; which | may becalled rvft- 
fon gs, ‘andy-probably' the imore ancient,!ifeem) tm ‘have been’ 
chiefly: employed upon vfubje@s ofban hittotical, heroic, “and- 
tragic kind:s the air'grave and ‘melancholy, witht a chords s: 
aged fore by oneoranorewoices throaghoot: And fachchiefly’ 
are:whati hadvec been! valled> the- ancient ‘lament-fongs of “the 
Highlanders: ‘Some of shemore primitive of thefe airs appear’ 
tocbelonlyiacthore invperfeAchaaht; orckind of recitative 5 
havitig littleregularity: i thé meafure;!‘andto which, perhaps,’ 
they°owe! their’ charm ;° ofa grave, flow, and deeply melaf« 
cholyicaft.: “The: mot jana antl mournful airs, itis fad, ‘be 
long to:this fpecies; >: sat sd neji ‘ 

of The: latter fubdivition, she titnidon tong for the: pbrrpola of 
which they! are faid admirably to be conftructed, a purpofe néw” 
$x firnguiat-m:Europe,: have:had:m general .a lef. deen and feu": 
rious nbjdatelbough: {tilt plaintive for the: greateft part, in their 
ngpure. Being fuited, to thevexertions of labour, to whicli- chey: 
have beoncipplied; they have atall times admitted of achoras';'a'’ 
chontsy which feems tobelong peculiarly to.an active miific.’ Lined ’ 
airs hore, which have been‘fungvatland, have been called luini 
- thofeavhith thavebeen fang'at fea, iarram; | the luinie't 

rei qnickiand cheatfulof the:two.icThe iarrams or rowing 

fovige' fee, .fromotheunitable-and tragical element over whieh - 
they overe: performed; tohayesacquired thie character whicit has ° 
beénigiven to thems of gravenefs.and iforrow. «They are-coutt 
sears actos mosey the mp SIRT the rythmas; ‘or’ 
béacing of, times! 412% 

ib be modulation bath of the: dainig fond jatram is ‘ faid to' be: 

very-fimple ;9there being fcarcely any tranfition from one key 
to’another;' walefs frdimithe original. key-to'that of che fixthy dr 
correfpoiding minor ‘mbde;and! the .teverfe ‘of thaty’ although’ 
fome“ftrains contlude ‘apon: thé fitch, ' ‘yet that key is seaee res 
gelarly introduced and ettablithed,'o b-o1 9 3 
' © Bagpipe mufic wears a very different afpect froth Ri of ale: 
vdice-andthatpsfuitable wito:the wacurelofthe infttuments and 
uato!the-occafions upom which it is etployed. ‘olb has poneun- 
der various hamesg«ut! thefesrather arifing: from the! variety of 
odcafions, than implying’ diferent Species ot mafic ¢ fuch ds the 

sbtach, a march or batrie-cone; che erainichadh, gathering: or 

oa toarms; the:failte; a \tulutation, .or‘complimentary picce - 
of «martial thufic tothe: schiefy oBefides thefe tsimentionedothe” 
lament, played filloat funerals im ithe Higtlands. (Che pibrach » 
and.cruinichadhy. ‘a proper martial mufic; confit of an air with 
variations, but in a fingu!ar movement.. A: flawair begins the- 
piece!; the variations become quicker and: quicker to a‘degree 
of violence, rifiag; if weumay fay fo, to the boiling | point ; 
and the flow air, atilaft returning again, forms the conclafion. 
The melody of the variations is a be. itrange and uncommon. 


~£ What feems to characterize pibrach mufic, is the great con- 
trait both in: moddlatiotis and in’meafaress | T 


he air is fimple- 
in 
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im its frndture, and debits cbutiofi ft sotds 2othedfth and rg 
key. being ithe; prevailing ones 3 aed which \dreinqwiand . 
alternated by the ifoarrh 5 ea hecet ticle the rkéy.,o Fhe ia slo 
meat can only-proper}y play tipan one keys the fundamental ngte: 
to which thé drones are auned:xi this formathe keyonote ofievary: 
bagpipe piece > ;and: from which there!hardly,cansbe any:depaser: 
ture. The initament;howevers being provided with am adel 
ditional note a full. tone below! the drones, that inate, isofemen: 
times: founded in connection withthd fecond aid fourth, which: 
are sefpedively thethiadiand: fifth above; the additional ‘nore ita: 
felf; and hence the: muthe:may the: faid to padsiinté a new-kep¢: 
although the tranfition be incomplete; the paflages being bot’ 
thort,, andthe: drones call-ehe! while continathg to found! the 
ptingi pal key-nore;: giving» hence binth,ofor a share time, rto av 
mot horrible difcord.,! «From this. ftate the, mufie‘iselieved: bya 
riing up again tothe: principal key 5! and iithevelfeQahas: beeni: 
compared to a gleam. ofobnight: fun-fhine,)saddealy: buriing.n 
fiom, axdark. clouds: The keynote and the: nbte! belows being d 
made to fucceed ‘one another, isoa paflageoiascommonywinh cals 
great many reels,.and particularly, offentive =to; the i ralianst cac 
palfage which 2imost never occurs init he-wbeal: mh dfic; vextopt ims 
fome airs of the mivor:Modes and:wheré:itnis! admifiblep iman 
cettain degrees eves: in regulat mufies:)Themeafare, . eifpetialie? 
of the flow parts, ds oftem irregular, :the petformen sfrequen 
lengthening notes forthe fake: of etfe&; cand aide fometionta bed 
pending: thermeafure, mocintroduce-certatnuflouri (hes andi grdcesn: 
peculiar to the inftrument, which it is very. diffiouls, tif waist 
poffible, to reduce :toi notes 5 ,and.in ithe performance of awiich 
the, Highland: | pipers:cam vie. insexecutiom with the; moth icqney 
rupted of, the, Italian:fiddlers.!< ‘Theccontrah dn imealures) ie ds: 
only, tobe: farther remarked, which: would difgufta regularjmue> 
ficiat, gives rapture to allightander : a gotable! fact, and which 
countenances what we read of concerning | ithe effetts of andieles 
maficro 1 rove. Heats Ind fF eteov Dri 

bf Bagri ptrtanse fhoold-feem ake: to: beithe: arse thaker of: 
real nagure, andiof tode pation; that the mufie of afinetart. ‘lois: 
the voice: of; eproar: andiog mifrulest> ‘Fhe anouraful : smays ape 
pear, -butoitis the maerafubof:wrathandtersor, The eftectofo 
fuch.m fc fee mb.coi bewmuch owing: to the initrument:aitlelf, for 
it in lalt upon doftes ones, asthe wiolin aedifiure.) The bowiers. 
oufnels, of thenperformance,)-the prculian tone of the pipe.ando 
drone, the rapidity of thé variations,> we are. able to.conceivey.. 
may excite all that.rage of ardour: aad apopetsonty, which have:. 
been aicribed'tothem, «-- Hk y 

$ Probably the bagpipe, -or'at leat pipe. and puilotibe ‘infirisi< 
ments,. prevailed -it the very firft-times in the \Highlanids vof 
Scothnd, as appears from Ariftides, Quintilianus, who tpeaks 
of the Celtic: mbfic as fit-only for fiercenefs:andi fury y she muiic . 
Of wane o ¥etisitcis, tonbe conjectured; notwithitanding :hisad- 
ae that-fuch kind of ;mufic as he -deferibes,nand. no:ather* 

only, 

1 
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only, for the moft patt, would be known to ftranpers, who 
would fee thofe people chiefly in times of diforder and arms ; 
and hence this is_no fufficient ‘proof that a pacific, ' gay, or 
tender mafic, befitting the times of tranquillity, was a wantin 

At the famie'time, however, moft probably the Highland mufic 


‘Was at fir, as in all rade nations, chiefly of a warlike kind ; 


and the har may have only been introduced 4 in the courfe 6f* P 
barbarous | vilization.’ 

In_the fucceeding volumes, we may probably. meet with 
more entertainment and greater information ; ; but we wouid 
recommend to the author amore exact difcrimination of what 


is really important, in the works from which he muoft. neent 
pevare collect. 





Bhilepical T ranjacions of the Royal: Society of London. Kal. 
» LAXV: For the Year ope: Part Il. ¢ Concluded ~_ 
© ol. ix! pegs «fied ae 


ART, XXVUTL On the Summation of Series whofe gene- 
a. a Term isa determinate Fungtion of x the Diftance 
from the firt.Term of the Series, By Edward Waring, M. 
D. &c.—Dr. Waring, in this paper, extends and elucidates 
fome parts of the Meditationes Analytic ; of courfe the prin- 
ciples of -many of! the ‘rules are to be found in that:work, 
Papers of this kind are incapable‘of abridgement, anid we fhall 
only ‘add, that, in the conclufion, our author endeavours to 
éftablifh ‘his own’ claim to algebraical inventions, in the work 
juft mentioned. While his arguments on this fubjeét are fa- 
tisfactory, his obfervations deferve applaufe, for their extreme 
candour-and iiberality. We are glad to find, that the author 
has * carried his i improvements into geometry,’ and difcover- 
ed many new properties of conic fections,, It were to be de- 
fired, that he would not confine them; to she narrow spneel of 
his particular acquaintance. 

Art. XKIX. ‘Account of a remarkable Fro: on the 2¢a of 
June, 1783: By the Rev. Sir John Cullam, Bart. F. RiGsS:A. 
—We have feen fevere ‘frofts in this month; but the feverity 
of that, which happened in 1783, was indeed remarkable. 
Even the hardy Scotch fir fuffered from its attack; but it is 
more remarkable, that the dry haze, fo general in that year, 
difappeared on. the 22d of June, and immediately the ther- 
qmometer funk to.50° : on the 23d, it must have been far be- 
low 3z. Onthe 24th the-haze returned; and, the following 
day, ‘ the -leaves.of many: vegetables were covered with a 
clammy fweetnefs.” Thefe-remarks may contribate to -ilul- 
trate this-hitherto inexplicable-phenomenon, 
i Art. 
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Art. XXX. Ona new hod of preparing a Teft Liquor 
to thew the Prefeite OF Pande dude Aliialies in chemical: ‘Mix- 
tures. ’ By: Mr. ‘Ja he ; War, En, peer, Every perfon has, 
‘in! their turn, been: ff eceived by. Re aes ts! pul alkalisty ANpas 
the, changes, rom t he pretence, ot, acids, sh ave been fnfiicient- 
‘ty. decifiye...,, Phlagiticated . nitrous. jacidy, wath, anjabkali,. by 
‘the teft, of, litmps,, will,appear-acide when. other, tefts’.deter- 
mine it to be alkaline, ‘This ambiguity may lead thei che- 
miit into.many errors ,and.it is ofufe, therefore, to be inform- 
ed, that an,infufion ofthe leaves.of the common red cabba ge, 
was very, fenfible in the changes.of colour, ,both from allealies 
and acids; and.not liable to, be influenced: by the, prefence of 
phlogifton. Mr. Watt advifes chemiits, to. preferve.them by 
means of acids, and, when they are ufed, to neutralize the 
acid by means of chalk or fixed alkali. He afterwards found, 
that, im: hot weather, fpirits.of wine .were neceflaty ; to»pre- 
vent moulding. Since reading this paper, we have found 
cloves equally ufeful; and they have preferved the liquor, 
without any other) addition, in the late warm Sey, at 
perhaps the heat has..not yet been. great enough, to give 
method.a fair trial. 
con AAT Le XXXI. An Account of a new Plant of the ‘Onder; of 
Fungis.,, By. Thomas, Woodward, . Efg.—We .thould prefer 
forming. a new, genus for, this peculiar plant, at leaft till it, has 
been more accurately, examined; it is however nearly.allied 
_ to the lycoperdon.., It.has not, been before noticed, -becanfe 
its. growth is, very rapid, and_its volva.. generally buried. £ from 
fix.to eight inches in the earth, . Plants have been founddn a 
decaying ftate,, where,. the day before,,.there had been nojap- 
pearance of,any);; and it has fince.appeared probable, that they 
fometimes.come to,perfection, before they,rife above the furface. 
Art, XXXII. Experiments to inveltigate the Variation of 
Local.J Heat... ByJames.Six, Efg.—In, our, fifty-fifth volume, 
page 361, we explained the confrugtion of, Mr., Six’s ther- 
mometer, and then, objected , tO it, that the refiftance of the 
index, with the neceffary bulk of-the fpirits, would diminith 
its.fenfibility. It.muft be owned,.. however, that. the force. of 
thefe objections, is leffened. when. it is.afed.in comparative ex- 
periments; we do.not. think that, they, are entirely remoyed. 
Mr. Six,..as ufual, found, that. the heat diminifhed as, the 
thermometers were raifed from the earth during, the. day, time ; 
_ but, .in-the night,, the. order was frequently a The 
ftate of the atmofphere. xyas found .to.influence-this change ; 
for when the dky,..during. the night, avas, dark and cloudy, :all 
the thermometers agreed very nearly with eachother, . dn the 
day time, the variation,.,at.different heights, feemed not to be 
Vou. LX. Fuly, 1785. affected 
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affected by the flate of the air, except as it was cold or hot. 
In. the cold weather it was4lefs obfervable: It is not allow- 
able. to enter on long difcuffions ; but if Mr. Six reflects on 
the folvent-power of the air, or rather, to avoid difputes, on 
the effe&ts of evaporation, combined with thofé of the heat 

ected: from the ‘earth, the- greater nomber of appearances 
willbe explained. He fhould confider too, that air is a bad- 
conductor of heat, and that his thermometers are not fo eafily 
affetted as the {maller inftruments ; confequently, a little vari- 
ety will arife from their being. fixed to a large body, or fuf- 
pended in the open air. 

Art. XXXIIL. Account of fome Obfervations tending to in- 
veftigate the Conftruction of the Heavens. By William Herf- 
che); Efg..F: R. S.—Mr. “Herfchel has now applied a new 
telefcope of confiderable powers, though weaker than one he 
defigned to conftruct, to the more diftant fixed ftars, It was 
always prefumed that the nebule and milky-way. were clufters 
of ftars, “becaufe. the better our inftruments were, the ‘more 

‘clearly pwe perceived the bodies of which fome of the nebule 
were compofed, This powerful telefcope has feparated many 
of thefe clufters into their component ftars; and the milky- 
way appears, through it, to be of the fame kind. From an 
a€tual-enumeration of fome fields of view, Mr. Herfchel com- 
testhat.a belt of 15° long and 2° broad cannot contain lefs 
than fifty thoufand ftars, which may be diitin@ly counted. Be- 
fides this aftonifhing number, our author has difcovered four 
hundred and fixty-fix new nebule, which, fo far as we know, 
have not yet been feen by any other perfon. 

~The.attempt to inveftigate the conftruGtion of the heavens 
is of an aftonifhing magnitude. We entered on it with doubt 
and hefitatior, and we now follow our author’s fleps with ref- 
pectful timidity. It is’ the privilege of genius to exprefs its 
fublime conceptions in~a clear, comprehenfive, and peculiar 
language ; fo that, from the difficulty of the fubject, and the 
want of ‘diagrams, we almoft defpair of conveying any accurate. 
idea of Mr. Herfchel’s obfervations. But we fnall make the 
attempt. A flight reflection will convince us, that the {phe- 
riecal appearance of the heavens is an optical deception ; and 
that the {tars are more properly fcattered indiferiminately, or 
arranged i in an order very different from that in which we per- 
ceive them. Mr. Herfchel feems to affume it as a pofition, 
that they are arranged in ftrata, and then examines how far 
this opinion agrees with the appearances. If a number of ftars 

are arranged between two parallel planes indefinitely extended, 
but at'a given confiderable diftance from each other, an eye 
plated any where within it, will fee the ftars in the direCtion 
of 
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&f its length and ‘height; with all*thof& in the intermediate fi. 
tuations projé&ed into’ aerear circles’ This'exa@ily agrees with 


‘the appearatice of the milky-way, arid Mr. Herfchel thinks it 


highly probable that the fun is in the'fame ftratum. Bat ifa 
fmaller ftratum interfe& the great one, the eye, ato great 
diftance from the point of interfection, will fee the fmaller ftra- 
tum as aclucid branch; fo that it is probable this great-ftratum 
is interfected by another, and that ourfun is in a part of itnot 
far diftant from the point. of interfetion.: This. is confirmed 
by what our author calls a ftarsgage ;‘ for he, who talks of col- 
le&ting bundles of ftars of rwo-or threev-hundred at a'time; and 
“ offering them to ‘the’ Royal Society,’ may be allowed’to af- 
fume the rule, and gage the heavens.’ In the parallel-from'g2° 
to 94° north polar diftante, and 15% 10’ right ‘afcenfion,”" the 
ftar-gage runs up from g.4 ftars in a field of view to'18.6. But 
in the parallel from 78% to 80°, and right afcesfion 11, 12, 
43, and 14°, from 3.1 it feldom rifes above 4. We juftsnow 
obferved, that, in this ftratum, thofe ftare whichare in«thedi- 
rection of the leagth.and height of the plane, with thofe in the 
intermediate fituations, appear in the form of ‘a great cirole ; 
thofe in the direétion of its fides neceffarily appear to -be feat- 
tered without any particular arrangement, Fromethis itfeems 
to-follow, that the milky-way, and the diftin@ ftars of differ- 
ent magnitudes belong to the firatum, or perhaps more pro- 
perly fpeaking, the groupe to which the fun belongs» We 
are by no means clear refpeting Mr. Herfchel’s opinion of the 
other ftrata; in one paflage he feems ta confider each nebula 
as a diftin® firatum. ) 


‘ If the eye were placed fomewhere without the ftratam, at 
no very great diftance, the appearance of the flars within, it 
would affume the form of one of the lefs circles of the {phere, 
which would be more or lefs contracted to the diftance of the 
eye; and. if this diitance were exceedingly increafed, the-whole 
ftraturh might at laft be drawn sogether into a lucid {pot of any 
fhape, according to the pofition, length and height of the ftra- 
tum.’ : one 


In another paflage, he is. rather inclined to think the ftrata 
formed of groupes of nebulz; and. this:feems by much the 
moft probable opinion. . 

« A very remarkable circumftance, attending the nebule and 
clufters of ftars is, that they ate atranged. into ftrata, which 
feem to run on to a great length; and fonf€ of them I have al- 
ready been able to purfue, fo as to guefs pretty well at their 
form and direftion, Jt is probable enough, that they may fur- 
round) the whole apparent {phere of the heavens, not unlike the 
milky-way, which undoubtedly is nothing but a ftratum of 
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Jixed ftars. .And;as this latter ammenfe ftarry. bed is not of 
qual breadth or luftre in every, part, norruns onin one ftraight 
direétion, but is curved and even divided into two. itreams a- 
Jong avery confiderable portion of it; we may likewife expect 
the greateit' variety in the ftrata of the clufters of ftars and ne- 
bula. | One of thefe nebulous beds is fo rich, that, in pafling 
‘through a fection of it, in the time of only thirty-fix minutes, 
‘I detected’ no lef than thirty-one nebule, all diftin@ly vifible 
upon a fine blue! fky.. Their fituation and fhape, as well a3 
condition, feem:to denote the greateft variety imaginable. «In 
another ftratam, or perhaps a different branch of the former, I 
have feen double and treble nebulz, varioufly arranged ; large 
ones-with {mall, feemingly attendants ;. narrow but much ex- 
tended, lucid nebule or bright dafhes; fome of the fhape of a 
fan, refembling an electric bruth, iffuing from a lucid point ; 
others of the cométic fhape, with a feeming nucleus in the cen- 
ter; or like cloudy ftars, furrounded with a nebulous atmof- 
phere ; a different fort again contain a nebulofity of the milky 
Kind, like that wonderful, inexplicable phenomenon about 
@ Orionis; while others thine with a fainter, mottled kind ‘of 
light, which denotes their being refolvable into ftars.’ 

There are many other ‘curious particulars in this paper, but 
we have alréady extended our account of it far enough. 

Art. XXXIV. An Account ofa new Species of the Bark- 
Tree, found’in the Ifland of St.: Lucia. By Mr. George Da 
vidfon, —In. the “fixty-feventh volume of the Philofophical 
Tranfattions, p. 504. we received an account'of a fpecies of 
cincona, found in Jamaica. This feems very much to refemble 
it, fo far-as we perceive from the imperfect defcription in that 
volume; and both are varieties of the Cincona Caribbzea of 
Linnzus, in the laft edition of the Species Plantarum. Its pro- 
perties we had occafion.to defcribe in our review of Dr, Ken- 
tith’s: pamphlet, vol. lix. p. 15. 

Art. XXXV. An Account of an Obfervation of the Me- 
teor of Auguft 18, 1783, made oa Hewit Common, near 
York. By Nathaniel Pigott, Efq. F.R.S.—This is the fame 
meteor obferved by Meffrs. Cavallo, Aubert, Cooper, and 
Blagden, of which we have already given a full account. 

Art. XXXVI. Obfervations of the Comet of 1783. By 
Edward Pigott, Efq.—This comet was obferved the 19th of 
November, 1783. . It had exaétly the appearance of a nebula, 
and its light was very faint. Mr. Mechain, at Paris, difco- 
vered it the 26th of’November, feven days after Mr. Pigott’s 
firft obfervation. | 

Art. XXXVII. Experiments on mixing Gold with Tin. By 
' Mr. Stanefby Alchorne, of his Majefty’s. Mint.—Dr. Lewis 


had obferved that the imalleft proportion of tin and lead, or 
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even their vapours, though they did not add weight enough to 
the gold, to be fenfible in the tendereft ballance, rendered it 
fo brittle, that it flies in pieces under the hammer.) Mr, Al- 
chorne has examined this fubject by experiment, and found: 
that even one twenty-fourth part of tin did no very €ffential 
injury to the malleakility of gold, and-the fumes: had’no ef- 
fect. The mixtures: grew more hard and harfh, in propor-' 
tion to the quantity of alloy; but not one of them had the ap- 
pearance of what workmen call brittle gold. . Mr. Alchorne 
therefore thinks, with great reafon,, that the brittlenels arofe 
from the impurity of the tin.. Twelve grains of regulus of 
arfenic will deftroy the malleability of as many’ounces of 
gold. 

Art. XXXVIII. Sur un moyen de donner Ie DireAion aux 
Machines Aéroftratiques. Par M. Le Comte De Galvez. 
—On the Means of dire&ing Areoftatic Machines.’ By ‘the 
Count of Galvez.—* The count of Galvez having commuhi- 
cated to us his ideas’ on the means of directing aréollatic ma- 
chines at pleafure, by a certain rhumb-line in the air, found- 
ed on different obfervations on the ufe which birds make of 
their wings in flying, and fifhes of their fins and ‘tail when 
they fwim,—* We the underfigned certify’ What? that 
we. failed on the canal of’ Manzanares iz a boat with very 
little wind,. by. the help of moveable fails like wings. | Adieu 
Mefirs. and, in return for your laborious certificate, and the 
very accurate plate which accompanies it,—may you ‘receive 
a fuperior portion of difcernment, and a little more philofo~ 
phical accuracy! 

Art. XXXIX,..An extraordinary Cafe of a Dropfy of the 
Ovarium, with fome Remarks. By Mr. Philip Meadows 
Martineau, Surgeon.—The quantity of water drawn from 
this poor woman was greater than that related to have been 
taken from lady Page. ‘The whole was fix thoufand fix hun- 
dred and thirty-one pints, or upwards of thirteen hogtheads. 
On an average, the might collec, about two-thirds of a pint 
each day, cd fometimes probably between two and three 
pints. She lived, in this ftate, twenty-five years, and was 
tapped 80 times. On difiection, all the parts were much 
thickened by the preffure; but generally found, except the 
left ovarium, which was the original feat of the-difeafe, and 
was enlarged into an * immenfe pouch.’ 

Art. XL. Methodus inveniendi Lineas Curves ex proprie- 
tatibus Variationis Curvature, Pars fecunda. Auctore Ni- 
colas Landerbeck, Matthes. Profeff. in Acad. Upfalienfi. 
wr This is. the fecond part of the author’s Method of find- 
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ing Curves, from the Properties, of the Variation of Curva 
ture. The former was inferted. in the laft volume of the 
Tranfactions, and we mentioned,it in yolume fifty: eight, page 
3 39: itis incapable of abridgement. 

‘ The volume is, as ufual, concluded with the lift of prefents 
and the names of donors; but. thefe Hard no fubject of re- 
mark, 
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Planting and Ornamental Gardening ; 5 a profical Treatife. 8vo 
8s. in Boards. Dodiley. 


WE cannot agree with this intelligent author, in thinking 

that the two arts, which are the fu bjects of his work, are fo 
ultimately connected ‘ as to become an unity.’ That plantations 
area. part of thofe ornaments, which modern tafte has admitted 
into gardens may be allowed, and confequently that they are 
nearly allied; but, in this way, one part of the fubject of plant- 
ing, viz. the difpofal of the various trees, is only the object 
of the ornamental gardener. ‘There are many others very re- 
motely conneéted with it. This is not the only part where 
our author has exprefled himfelf inaccurately, probably from 
not being accuftomed to compofition. There are many pro- 
fefled book-makers in the metropolis, who would have avoid- 
ed thofe errors; but they would have been unable to entertain 
and inftruét their readers with a volume fo full of ufefal infor- 
mation. ‘Man,’ he fays, ‘ muft be employed; and how 
more agreeably than in converfing with nature, and feeing the 
works of bis cwa hands, af:fed by her, rifing into perfeftion,’ 
In this fentence, we fufpect the works to be thofe of nature, 
and the afifance that of art. ‘There are fome other inaccura- 
cies of this kind; but .they are venial ones, and the merit of 
the work is confiderable enough to obfcure them. 

The introdutory difcourfes contain the elements of plait- 
ing, viz. concife diretions for propagating, in the various 
ways ufually employed, planting,’training, and tranfplanting. 
Thefe are new and judicious. The outline of the Linnzan 
fyflem, taken from the Enghfh tranflation, follows; and we 
entirely agree with the author in thinking, that if Linnzus 
had founded his diftinction of the claffes and orders on the an- 
therz and_piftils, as parts of.the flower, and not as fexual 
organs, he would have ‘ faved himfelf from a hoft of enemies.’ 
We do not perceive how he would have rendered his ‘ fyftem 
infinitely more fimple and fcientific, and confequently more 
ufefi] than it really is.? The fame diftinGions would have re. 
mained, though under different titles; not to add, that the 
diftinétion of the orders of the elafsfyngeneiia, are better re- 
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membered when once learned in this (perhaps fanciful) lan- 
guage, than they probably would have been in a more floral 
fyitem. te 

The vegetables employed in, planting and ornamental par- 
dening are next arranged in an alphabetical order. The au-: 
thor tells us, and, on examination, we find his information 
juft, that, fo far as it relatés to timber trees and other ‘native 
plants, as well as to fome of the more ufeful exotics, the re- 
marks are either his own, or contain fuch additions as have 
refulted from his own obfervation and experience.. The de- 
fcription and management of ornamental exotics is, in fub- 
ftance, taken from Hanbury, with fome additions from other 
authors, . 

After this extended catalogue, the reft of the fubjeét is ex- 
plained in detached articles. Thofe on timber, hedges, and 
woodlands, are new and valuable. T-hofe on grounds are new 
in form; the fubftance is fometimes taken from Wheatly and 
Mafon, and their ideas are often correéted and limited ‘by a © 
careful examination of the effeéts, from actual obfervation. In ‘ 
this part the author difplays a correét and cultivated tafte. 

In the catalogue of plants, the author, under each genus, 
defcribes the different fpecies, with their ufes, and the method 
of propagating them. ‘There are various paflages which have 
excited our attention ; but we fhall feleét the following account 


of the Tortworth cheftnut-tree, to corre€t a very general er- 
ror. 


‘ The largeft (cheftnut tree) we know of in this country 
ftands at Tortworth, near Berkley, in Gloucefterfhire. Sir 
Robert Atkins, in his Hiftory of Gloucefterfhire, fays, ‘* By 
tradition, this tree was growing in king John’s reign ;” and 
Mr. Marfham calculates it to be *¢ not lefs than eleven hun- 
dred years old.” - Sir Robert makes it nineteen yards, and Mr, 
Marfham forty-fix feet fix inches in circumference. With great 
deference however to the authority and veracity of thefe gentle- 
men, we have every reafon to believe that what is called the 
‘Tortworth cheftnut is not. one, but two trees: fuppofing them 
to be only one, its dimenfions are by no means equal to what 
are given above. We have the higheft opinion of Mr, Mar- 
fham’s ingenuoufnefs and accuracy; and fortunately, in this 
cafe, he hasfurnifhed us with a proof of his candour, in faying, 
‘* As I took the meafure in a heavy rain, and did not meafure 
the ftring till after I returned to the inn, 1 cannot fo well an- 
fwer for this as the other meafures.”” We will venture to add, 
that had the day been fine, and Mr. Marfham had viewed the 
ficld fide as well as the garden. fide of this venerable ruin; had 
he climbed upon the wall, and feen the gable of the old build- 
ing, adjoining, clafped in between the two ftems; and had 
further afcended to the top of the old ftump, which is not more 
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than twelve feet high, and, looking down its hollownefs, feen 
its cavity tending not tothe centre of the congeries, but to the 
centre of the -old tree, we are convinced he would not have fuf- 
fered fo inaccurate an account to have been publifhed with his 
Stine as that which appears in page 81 of the frit volume of 
Papers of the Bath Agriculture Society,’ 


The article on the oak is particularly entertaining and va- 
juable... Under that of firs; the author mentions that. Mr. 
Martham faw feveral firs, in the dock-yard at Venice, forty 
yards long, and that they came from Switzerland. Perhaps it 
is not generally known, that the main-yard of the late Royal 
George confifted of a fingle tree, and was a hundred and 
twenty feet in length. ‘Thofe will be mott aftonifhed at 
this furprifing height, who will compare it with that of any 
known building; and we have reafon to believe that this ftu- 
pendous tfee may now be equalled. While we are on this fub- 
ject, we fhail alfo fele& the account of the ‘ Boddington oak,” 
asiwe believe, with ourauthor, that it does not appear any 
where on record. 


¢' This oak grows in a piece of rich grafs land, called the Old 
Orchard Ground, belonging to Boddington manor-farm, lying . 
near the turnpike road between Cheltenham and '‘Tewkfbury, 
in the vale of Gloceiter. The flem is remarkably collected 
and {nug at the root, the fides of its trunk being more upright” 
than thofe of large trees in general; neverthele{s its circumfe- 
rence at the ground, as near to it as oné can walk, is twenty 
paces: meafuring with a two-foot rule, itis fomewhat more 
than eighteen yards. At three feet high it meafures forty-two 
feet, and at its fmalleft dimenfions, namely, from five to fix feet 
high, it is thirty-fix feet. At about fix feet it begins to {well 
out larger ; forming an encrmous héad, which heretofore has 
been furnifhed with huge, and in all probability extenfive arms, 
But age and ruffian winds have robbed it of a principal part of 
its grandeur; and the greateft extent of arm at prefent (1783) 
is eight yards, from ‘the ftem.. From the ground to the top of 
the crown of the trunk is about twelve feet; and the greateft 
height of the branches, by eftimation, forty-five feet. ‘The © 
ftem is quite hollow ; being, near the ground, a perfect fhell ; 
forming a capacious well-fized. room; which at the floor mea- 
fures, one way, more than fixteen feet in diameter, ‘The hol- 
Jownefs, however, contraéts upwards, and forms itfelf into 4 
natural dome, fo that no light is admitted except at the door, 
and at an aperture or window in the fide. It is itill perfectiy 
alive and fryitful, having this year a fine crop of acorns upon 
it. Itis obfervable in this (as we believe it is in mofl old trees), 
that its leaves are remarkably fmall; not larger, in general, 
than the leaves of the hawthorn,’ 
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Under the article of timber, the author gives an interefting 
account of the comparative demand for each kind ;‘and we 
fhall extract, for various reafons, the conclufion, — 


‘ We do not deliver the foregoing fketch as.a perfeQly corre& 
account of the application of woods in‘this country: the attempt 
‘is new, and that whichds new is difficult. We have not.omitted 
to confult with profeffional men upon the fubject; and we believe 
it to be fufiiciently accurate for the purpofe of the planter. lf we 
have committed any material error, we afk to be fet right. We 
do not with to defcend to minutia: it would be of little figni- 
fication to the planter, to be told what toys and coothpicks are 
made from it: it is of much more importance to him to know, 
that, of Englifh woods, the oak is mof in demand, perhaps 
three to one,—perhaps in a much greater proportion ; that the 
afh, the’ elm, the beech, and the box, follow next; and that 
the chefnut, the walnut, and the prunus and pinus: tribes ‘aré 
principally valuable as fubititutes for oak and foreign timbers 
It likewife may not-be improper in this place to mention, that 
the oak, though of flower growth than the afh, the elm) the 
beech, the Jarch, the firs, and the equatics, is nearly of twice 
the value of any of thofe woods at market; therefore, in a pri- 
vate and pecuniary point of view, the oak is the moft eligible 
tree to be planted.: in a public light, it rifes above compari+ 
fon.’ 

His remarks on hedges we cannot, from the nature of ‘the 
fubjeci, either analyfe cr extract. Our author is very fond of 
the Norfolk hufbandry in this branch, and his remarks are fo 
judicious and intelligent, that we recommend them not only 
to the embellifher of the ferme ornée, but to the practical huf- . 


bandman. 

On the fubje& of woodlands, the different kinds are dit- 
tingily treated, from plantations of the majeitic oak, to the 
humble ozier-bed. ‘Though we wifh to aflit the public {pirit 
of the author, in encouraging plantations, yet we muf refer 
to his work for the particulars. His own arguments are too 
long for an extract; and we would not weaken ‘his language 
by abridging them in our own. The following calculations are 
curious, and we believe them to be juft. 


« From an extenfive knowledge of the different parts of the 
kingdom, we believe that the nation has not yet experienced 
any real want of timber. ‘We are happy to find that in’ many 
parts of it there are great quantities now ftanding ; whilft in 
many other parts we are forry to fee an almoft total nakednefs. 
With reipect to large well-grown oak timber, fuch as is fit for 
the purpofes of fhipeduilding, we ‘believe there is‘a growing 
f{carcity throughout the whole kingdom. 

¢ We will explain ourfelves, by {peaking particularly as to 
one diltrigéte-the vale of Derwent, in Yorkthire. This diftri@ 
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for ages pafl has fupplied ina great meafure the ports of Whit- 
by and Scarborough with fhip-timber.. At prefent, notwith- 
ftanding the. extenfive tracts of woodlands ftill. remaining, there 
is {carcely a tree left ftanding with a load of umber init. Be- 
fides, the, woods which now exift have principally been raifed 
from the ftools of timber-trees formerly taken down; the fap- 
lings from which being numerous, they have drawn each other 
op flender, in the grove manner ; and cofequently never will 
be fyitable to the more valuable purpofes of the thip- builder, 

* When we confider the prodigious quantity of timber which 
is confumed in the conftruction of a large veffel, we feel a con- 
cern for the probable fituation of this country at fome future pe- 
riod. A feventy-four gun fhip, we {peak from good authority, 
fwallows up nearly, or full, three ‘thoufand loads of oak tim- 
ber... A load of timber is fifty cubical feet; a ton, forty feet; 
confequently, a feventy-foar gun fhip takes two thoufand large 
: well-grawa timber-trees; namely, trees of nearly two tons 
each! poor | 

© The diftance recommended by authors for planting trees in a 
wood, a fubject we fhall {peak to particularly in the courfe of this 
chapter; in which underwood is alfo propagated, is thirty feet or 
upwards. Suppofing trees to, ftand at two rods (thirty-three feet, 
the diftance we'recommend they fhould ftand at in fuch a plan- 
tation), each ftatute acre would contain forty trees; confe- 
quently the building of a feventy-four gun fhip would clear, of 
fach woodland, the timber of fifty acres. Even fuppofing the 
trees.to ftand at.one rod apart (a fhort diftance for trees of the 
magnitude above mentioned), we fhould clear twelve acres and 
an, half; no inconfiderable plot of woodland. When we confi- 
der the number of king’s fhips that have been built during the 
Jate unfortunate war ; and the Eait Indiamen, merchant fhips, 
colliers, and fmall craft, that.are lannched daily in the difter- 
ent ports of the kingdom, we are ready to tremble for the con- 
fequences. Neverthelefs, there are men who treat the idea of 
an approaching fcarcity as being chimerical; and, at prefent, 
we will hope that they have fome foundation for their opinion, 
and that the day of want is\not near. At fome future opportu- 
nity we may endeavour to reduce toa degree of certainty, what 
at prefent is, in fome meafure, conjectural. ‘The prefent ftate 
of this ifland with refpect to fhip-timber is, to the community, a 

fubject of the very firit importance.’ 


The obfervations on grounds are dictated by the truett tafte, 
and we fhall beg leave to fupport ovr own opinions on their au- 
thority. We have the pleafure of finding that our very intel- 
ligent author generally agrees with the remarks which the dif- 
ferent productions in this way have occafiona!lly drawn from 
us. ‘ A bridge, fays he, fhould never be feen where itvis not 
wanted; a ulelefs bridge is a deception ; deceptions are frauds; 
and frand is always hateful, unleis when praétifed to avert 
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fome greater evil. Abridge, without water, is an abfurdity; 
and half a one ftuck upas am eye-trap is a paltry trick, which, 
though it may ftrike the Rranger, cannot fail’ of difgufting 
when the fraud is found out.” Nearly in the fame mauner we 
lately reprehended a deceit of this kind; and thofe who may 
.probably difdain to be taught by a reviewer, immured, as is 
fufpected, in his garret, will probably attend to obfervations of 
an able. author, whom they, may fuppofe.to be more conver- 
fant with the real fcenes. . , 

In our fifty-fixth volume, p.259, we reviewed the tranfla- | 
tion of the Vifcount d’Ermenonville’s Eflay on Land{cape, and 
there afferted, in ftrong terms, the English right ro the inven+ 
tion of modern gardening. The French, we ‘obferved, were’ 
once the ftrongeft opponents of this reformation, and ‘now; 
when it is generally adopted, they attribute it to the Greeks; 
the Chinefe, or any nation except the Englith ‘This illibe-’ 
rality, in an age fo enlightened, is the ftrongeft proof of the ~ 
hey isi of the human mind; of the invincible power which . 

: mean jealoufy fill enjoys, in f{pite of enlarged knowlege and. 
free inquiry. [nthe ornamenial parts of gardening, OUT. an 
thor oppofes this fpjrit of our neighbours with propriety, and 
traces with a juft difcrimination the rife of this delightful art, 

¢ We have. been told that the Englith garden is but aco 
of the gardens of the Chinefe: this, however, is founded ja 
Gallic envy rather than in truth; for though their ftyle of gare 
dening may not admit of tatooeings and topiary works, ‘it has as’ 
little to do with natural feenery as the garden of an ancient Ros 
man, or a modern F renchman :—The art of affiiting nature is,. 
undoubtedly, all our own.’ 

Mankind have, in all ages, differed refpe€ting the degree 
of art required in their ornamented gardenings ; yet perhaps 
they have not been always wrong, though they have almoft al. 
ways differed, The eye Pe tired of the ftyle of the ob; 
jects before it, and we are fOmetimes.tempted, in the midi of 
rural beauties, to cry out with the fecluded coquette, * odious, 
odious trees!’ Perhaps, inour retirements, we with for fome- 
what different from the'face of nature; perhaps we think no 
pains or art employed, if our gardens are not diftinguifhed 
from the country. In the times when extenfive plantations 
were in many places vifible, when private property was not- 
afcertained, or, if afcertained,-fubjeét to depredations, we 
feparated our gardens, and diftinguifhed them with an exaét 
regularity. But, when every field was divided by a fence, 
when ftrait lines and right angles were generally the objeés, 
and the trees fet in hedge rows, or curtailed by the careful 
hufbandman ; when they were defpoiled of their beauties, that 
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they might not injure the crop by theif thade, we then lodked 
to other. fcenes; and:in this variety we have fortunately found, 
reafons to-explain, ‘and philofophical principles to fupport our 
preference. The next age may fee another revolution, and a 
different philofophy may be brought in aid of it; but, at pre- 
fent, it will perhaps be agreeable. to our readers to examine 
how far,art may be properly.introduced.-. We fhall tranfcribe 
eur author’s fentiinents on the fubjeét : they want-not our re- 
commendation. 


¢ In the lower claffes’ of rural improvements, art ‘fhould be 
feen as little as may be; and in the’mbre hesligent fcenes of 
nature, every thing ought to appear as if ic had been done by 
the general laws of nature, or had grown out of a feries of for- 
tuitous circumftances. But, in the higher departments, art 
cannot be hid; ‘and: the appearance of defign ought not to be 
excluded. A human production cannot be made perfectly na- 
tural; and, held out as fuch, it becomes an impofiton. Our 
art lies in endeavouring to adapt the productions of nature to hu- 
man tafte and perceptions; and, if much art be ufed, do not 
attempt to hide its Whoconfiders an accomplifhed weil-drefled 
woman as in aftate of nature? and who, feeing a beautiful 
ground adorned with wood and lawn, with water, bridges, and 
buildings, believes it to be a natural production? Art feldom 
fails.to pleafe when executed in a matierly manner: nay, it is 
frequently the defign and execution, more than the production 
itfelf, that ftrikes us. It is the artifice, not the defign, which 
ought to.be, avoided. Itisthe labour, and not the art, which 
ought to be concealed. A ,well-written poem would be read 
with lefs pleafure, if we knew the painful exertions it gave rife 
to in the compofition; and the rural artitt ought, upon every 
occafion, to endeavour to avoid labour ;, or,; if indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary,,to conceal it., No trace fhould be left to lead back the 
mind.to the expenfive toil. A mound raifed, a mountain level- 
ed, or a ufelefs temple built, convey to the mind feelings equally 
difgufting. | | 

* But though the aids of art are as effential to gardening as 
education is to manners ; yet art may do too much: fhe ought 
to be confidered:as the handmaid, not as the mittrefs, of nature: 
and whether the be employed in carving a tree into the figure of 
an animal,’ or in dhaping a view into the form of a picture, fhe 
is equally culpable. ‘The nature of the place is facred. Should 
this tend to landfcape, from fome principal point of view, affiit 
nature, and perfect it; provided this can be done without in- 
juring the views from other points. But do not disfigure tie 
natural features of the place:—do not facrifice its native beau- 
ties, to the arbitrary Jaws of land{cape painting. 


«¢ Great nature fcorhs controul; fhe will not bear - 
One beauty foreign to the {pot or foil 
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She gives. thee to:adorn: ’tis thine-alone 
To mend, net change her features.” Mason... 
‘ In a picture bounded by'its frame, a perfect lanfcape>is 
looked for: it is of itfelf a whole, and the frame. mutt be filled, 
But itis not fo in ornamented nature: for, ifa fide-fereen be 
wanting, the eye is not offended with the’ frame, or the wain= 
foov; ‘but has always fome natural and pleafing obje& to receive 
it. Suppofe a room tobe hung with one continued rural repre- 
fentation,—would pretty pi¢tunes be expected ? would corre& 
landfcapes be looked, for?', Nature fcarcely knows. the thing 
mankind cali a landfcape....[he land{cape-painter feldom, if 
ever, finds it perfected it to his hands ;—fome addition or alter- 
ation is almoft always wanted. Every man who has made his 
obfervations upon natural fcenery, knows that the mifletoe of 
the oak occurs almoit as Often as a perfe& natural land{cape 3 
and to attempt to make'up artificial landfcape, epee every oc- 
cafion, is unnatural and abfurd.’ 


We have paid more than ufual attention to this work, be 
caufe we think it in many refpects valuable; but, as we wave 
remarked fome inaccuracies in compofition, the inteNigent 
author will forgive us for obferving, that the language alfo is 
not always correct. 


- 
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The Principles of Moral and Political Philofophy.. By William 
Paley, M: A. Archdeacon of Carlifle. to. 11. 1s. Faulder, 


HE candour, the liberality, and good fenfe, which are 
confpicuous ineyery page of this important volume, de- 
ferve the gréateit commendation. The writer on morality has 
generally diveited himfelf of his feelings, or, in the condu& 
of the human mind, has forgotten that Providence implanted 
defires and propenfities, not to be deitroyed, but to be regu- 
lated ; not to be checked, as the bane of human felicity, but 
to be conducted ‘with moderation and prudence, as its beft 
fources. We have not often perceived, in authors of this kind, 
an intimate acquaintance with the human_heart,; fo neceflary 
to unravel its intricacies, and develope its inconfiftencies :' we 
have feldom feen, im thofe well verfed in this fcience, a know- 
lege of human life, and abilities to trace the ruling paffion, 
viz, a defire for happinefs, through its various mazes, and its 
different errors. In all thefe refpeéts, Mr. Paley feems to be 
well qualified for his undertaking. The form of the work 
differs from that of many other fyftems of morality; and this 
we fhall explain chiefly in the author’s own words. 


‘ In the treatifes that I have met with upon the fubje& of 
morals, J appear to myfeif to have remarked the following im- 
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perfections—either’that°the principle was erroneous, or that i it 
was'indiltintly explained; or that the rules deduced from ir, 
were not faficiently-adapted to real life. and to actual fituations. 

| The\writings of Grotius, and the larger work of Puffendorf, 
boare of too forenfic a caft, too much mixed up with the civil law, : 
and with the jurifprudence of Germany, to anfwer precifely 
the.defignof a fyftem of ethics, the direction of private con- 
fciences in the general condact of human life.’ 

~ Our owt wiiters are not free’ from thefe imputations, to 
which may be added, ‘their feparating the law of nature from 
the precepts of revelation ; and declining to mention the {crip- 
ture authorities in fupport of their other arguments, 

The manner is. alfo fometimés liable to exception. Moral 
_inftitutes, have been delivered in detached propofitions, which 
vare. of too tranfitory a nature.to fix themfelves in the mind : 
‘one effaces*the other, in a continued feries, ‘ velut unda un- 
dam.’ )'The-oppoiite fault to this is a laboured and prolix dif- 
‘cuflion of ‘elements -and, verbal diftinétions. The principal 
“examples of thefe two kinds of writings are Dr. Fergufon’s . 
“\“fpftitates of Moral Philofophy, and Dr. Rutherford’s of Na- 
~ tural Law. © 
| “The fobjees of Mr. Paley’s work fpeak to “ men’s bufinefs 
and bofoms:’ they are generally interefting and important. 
The queftion is.always ftated with precifion ; it is, fairly laid 
dons and in its full.force.. For this we owe him our thanks ; 
and,,in this part, he has had few competitors, Authors fre- 
quently fear difficulties, and attempt, to elude them, inftead 
of meeting them with an attention equal to their importance. 
They tremble for a name, and, to fave it, facrifice the dignity 
of their fubjeét, or the fubjeét itfelf; hence they afford a tem- 
porary triumph to the fceptic or the libertine, by the weak- 
nefs of an injudicious defence. 

The author apologifes for mixing politics with ethics, and 
for not quoting authorities.. That a margin, crowded with 
names, can give a force to truth, and a dignity to morality, 
thofe will only think, who have been converfint with the au- 
thors on the continent, or who fuppofe, that in. much labour 
there. is much learning. A precept of morality is undoubt- 
edly to be appreciated by its intrinfic worth ; for a name can- 
not add force to one obvioufly juit, ‘or fapport another that 
may be trifling, or ill-founded. In natural knowlege, the im- 
portance of the obfervation is often determined by the credit 
of the obferver ; and with reafon, fince fo few are to be trafted 
with the ufe of their-own eyes. 

¢ The next circumftance ‘for which fome apology may be ex- 
pected, is the joining of moral and political philofophy toge- 
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ther, or the addition.of.a, book.of. polities-to a fyftem of ethics. 
Againft this objection, if it-be made-one,; -1 might defend: my- 
felf by the example of: many. approved writers, who have treat- 
ed, de officiis hominis et civis, or, as fome chufe to: exprefé it, 
** of the rights and obligations of man, io his, individuahand 
focial. capacity,” in the-fame book. IJ.might alledge alfo, othat 
the part a member of the commonwealth fhall take in political 
contentions, the vote he fhall give, the counfels he hall ap- 
prove, the fupport he fhall afford, or the oppofition he thall 
make, to any fyRem of public meafures, is as much a queftion 
of perfonal duty, as much concerns the con{cience of the indi- 
vidual, who deliberates, as the determination of any doubt which 
relates to the conduct of private life ; that confequently political 
philofophy is, properly fpeaking, a continuation of moral phile- 
fophy ; or rather, indeed, apart of it, fuppofing moral philoféphy 
to have for its aim, the information of the human confcience 
in every deliberation that is likely to come-before it. I might 
avail. myfelf of thefe exoufes, if I wanted them; but the vin- 
dication upon which I rely, is the following. In ftating. the 
principle of morais, the, reader will obferve, that I have em- 
ployed fome induftry in explaining the theory, and thewing 
the neceflity of general rules; without the full and conftane 
confideration of which, I am perfuaded that no fyftem of moral 
 philofophy can be fatisfactory or confiftent. This foundation 
being laid, or rather, thts habit being formed, the difeuffion of 
political fubjeéts, to which, more than almpit to any other, ge- 
neral rules are applicable, became clear and eafy. Whereas, 
had thefe topics been afligned to a diftinét work, it would‘have 
been neceflary to have repeated the fame rudiments, to have 
eftablithed over again the fame principles, as thofe which we 
had already exemplified, and rendered familiar to the reader, 
in the former parts of this, In.a word, if there appear to any 
one too great a-diverfity, or too wide a diftance between the 
fubjects treated of, in the courfe of the prefent volume, let 
him be reminded, that the doétrine of general rules pervades 
and connetts the whole,’ 

« Concerning the perfonal motives which engaged me in the 
following attempt, itis not neceflary that I fay mach; the na- 
ture of my academical, fituation, a great deal of leifure fince 
my retirement from it, the recommendation. of an honoured 
and excellent friend, the authority of the venerable prelate to 
whom thefe labours are infcribed, the not perceiving in what 
way I could employ my time cr talents better, and my difap- 

robation in literary men of that faftidious indolence, which 
fits itijl becaufe it difdains to do little, were the confideratians 
that directed my thoughts to this defign. Nor have I repented 
of the undertaking. Whatever be the fate or reception of this 
work, it owes its author nothing. In ficknefs and in health, I 
yave found in it that, which can alone alleviate the one, or 
give enjoyment to the other—occupation and engagement.’ . 
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larWeshave been difule sa explaining, the author’s iliac be- 
caufe we think the work pdelerves @Fcat, attention. .We. fhall 
now: give a Ahort-analyfis.of the vanious tubjects,. and fybjoin 
fome extracts, clicfycalgulated to ie tiave. the manner which 
diftinguithes the. prefent volume... 
oT he great! ufe of morality, 1s..to regu! ate, the rules of, lifes 
viz/ the law of .bonovr,,that.of the: land, and the {criptures. 
Some authors haye-fubiti tuted for. moral precepts, an inftindctive 
monitor ,,called. the moral fenfe, as, 2 princi iple of our contti- 
tution, capable of difcerning right and wrong, and: of, in 
forming us of the;nature of jour actions, bya fecret, though 
ofien. a powerful , impnlfe., Our. author thinks, with. reafon, 
. thatethere is 20 {ach,,innate principles The great, fource of 
confufion, in almoftvevery,.branch, of metaphyfics, has been 
she velocity, vith which theaind atts, and the readinefs with 
Which fhe appropriates every thing ‘external to herfelf. By, 
this means we can feldom diftinguifh her natural. powers. from 
her acquifitions ; ;. for qualities apparently inherent, are often 
the, creatures of her own formation, The fcience wants great 
aflifance, from casefal, and accurate obfervers : Mr. Paley does 
not, add fauch to it..im, this light ; but he. examines with.can- 
doun,and.generally degides with judgment: Human happinefs 
ands virtue are ‘the two}next, objets of .confiderationy which 
our author ftyles: preliminary., » The.chapter .on iy a is 
written’ withogreat perfprcuity.and exattnefs. 

~ "The fecond book iv 6n* Moral Obligat: 6n 2 and Mr. Paley, 
with fingaldr addrefy, “eftablifhes ‘the’ ‘anion Between tiorality 
and” religion. Indeed, ashe has pointed the’ quéftion; it is 
difficult to elude it. He himfetf feemis to’ think ‘that,’ indé- 
peadent, of. the declared will of God, nere are not f ufficient 
snotives.to check, vice. Without withing to “weaken the in- 
clucements, or, to diminifh.one, link in. this great, chain. of 
union, we cannot implicathy follow our author in,this, opinion, 
It‘is enough to agree! that;:an aiwell eegudated,seflecting mind, 
motives of ‘either kind walk add weighwito: the others; pyandat 

isa pleafing refiection, that each mode: ofireafoning is capable 

of proving the necefityl of morility, °Perhaps.‘no-one~has, 
for a moment, doubted it, ‘fince hywever sated tenets’ and 
precepts may be, in this great ‘poiht every fetta; 

Our author’s plan next leads him to cohfider ¢ Diving Benévo- 
lence,’ which he eftablifhes fo unexceptionably, that we may 
fafely follow him in his enguiry into the ‘ will of God,’ con- 
cerning ‘any given. action, by. the coniideration of 3 its ‘tendency 
to promote or diminith, general. happinefs, This enquiry,and 
we proper perpen leads. our-authos to eitablish the necef- 
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fity of general rules; and -to diftinguith between the general 
and particular confequénces of an action. 

The connection of ‘ obligation’ and * right;’ or rather their 
Oppofition, induces the author to clofé the firft book with fome 
remarks and diftinétions of ‘ general and particular rights.’ 
Thefe obfervations aré-extremely juft, and involve fome im- 
portant confequences, which we would recommend to thofé 
who are eager to fapport monopolies ; bat unfortunately thé 
defire of gain, or the luft of power, feldom attend to the die- 
tates of morality. 

The third book is on * Determiaate Relative Duties,’ as pros 
perty, its utility, and the vafious means by which it is ae= 
quired; promifes of different kinds, which aré accurately 
diftinguithed, and the remarks on each kind are extremely 
juft and clear, Contracts of different forts; and from this 
part of the worR we fhall felect a fpecimen, becaufe it is lefs 
connected with the reafonitig of the reft. 


‘T know few fubjeéts which have been moré mifundéritdod 
than the law which authorifes the imprifonment of iifolvéent 
debtors, It has been repréfented as a gratuitous cruelty, ‘Whith 
contributes nothing to the reparation of the creditor's lof,’ or 
tothe advantage of the community. This prejudice arifes prin¢ 
cipally from confidering the fending’ of a debtor to jail, as an 
att of private fatisfaction to the creditor, inftead of a public 
puiithment. As an ad of fatisfattion or revenge it is always 
wrong in the motive, and often intemperate and undiftinguifh- 
ing in the exercife. Confider it as a public punifhment, founds 
ed upon the fame reafon, and fubje@ to the fame rales, as 
other punifhments ; and the juitice of it, together with the de- 
gree towhich it fhould be extended, and the objets upon whom 
it may be inflicted, will be apparent. There are frauds relates 
ing to infolvency, againft which it is as neceflary to provide 
punifhment, as for any public crimes whatever ; as where a 
man gets your money into his poffeffion, and forthwith runs 
away with it; or, what is little better, fquanders it with vi- 
tious expences; or ftakes it at the gaming table; in the alleys 
or upon wild adventures in trade; or is confcious at the time 
he borrows.it, that he can never repay it; or wilfully puts it 
out of his power by profufe living; or conceals his effects, or 
transfers them by collufion to another; not to mention the ob- 
ftinacy of fome debtors, who had rather rot ina jail, than de 
liver up their eftates ; for, to fay the truth, the firit abfurdity 
is in the law itfelf, which leaves it in a debtor’s power to with 
hold any part of his property from the claim of his creditorse 
The only queftion is, whether the punifhment be properly 
placed in the hands of an exafperated creditor? for which it 
may be faid, that thefe frauds are fo fubtle and verfatile, that 
nothing but a difcretionary power can overtake them ; and that 
Var. LX. Fuly, 1785. | D ne 
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no,difcretion is. likely torbe fo,avell., informed, {0 vigilant, ja 
fo Action as. hat of t] $ ¢Br Nat 
* 7e ult be e remembe however, that the confinement of 


a‘débror in’ dit 1s a panies 208 ® thar ‘every ‘ponithment 
O° purfite; therefor’, with the extremity 

of lepal tigour, ‘a fi affe¥er, whom :thé aad’ ‘or failure Of others, 
hevlown Watt ‘of capacity; or the difappointments'and mifears 


_ riages to which all ‘human affairs are dubject, have redaced to 


ruinyi merely: becaufe»we:are provoked, byrour lofs, -and feek to 


relieve thepain-we feel,| by that which wesin flict, is repugnant: 


net.enly.to humanity, batto juftice;, forlitiis to._pervert a pro-, 
vifion, of law, Mefigned tor a different and a falutary parpolss 
to, the, gratification of private {pleen and. refentment. Any.al- 


tae in ,thefe Jaws, whith could difting uith the degrees of 


or convert the fervice of the infolvent debtor to fome 
ce night be'dn improvement ; bat any confiderable 

tion of their rigour; under colour ‘of relieving the poor, 

incteafe' their Wardthips.° For whatever deprives the ére- 
Sorut his’ powercofcoercion, deprives him of his’ fecurity : 
and las this muft add greatly to:the-difficulty of obtaining credit, 
the: pedr; efpeciaily: the lower fort of tradefmen, ,are the firft 
who would fofter, by fuch; a regulation, As tradefmen muft-buy 
before. they, fell; you, would exclude, from, trade, two-thirds of 
thofe who now carry it.on, if none were enabied to, enter,.into 
it, without a capital {ufficient for prompt payments. , An. advo- 
cate, therefore, for the interefts of this important clafs of the 
community will deem 3 it more eligible, that one out of a thou~ 
{aiid fhould be ‘fent to jail by his creditor, than that the nine 
handred ‘and ninety2nine thould be firaiténed, and em barrafled, 
atid’iiany of them lie idle, by the want of credit? 


“The other fabjetts of this book are on Lies and Oath}, ‘br 
Sibfcriptions and Wills. We fhall extraét’ oné paragraph from 
the chapter on Lies, to point out’ the opinion of the author, 
on a difputed point, without attempting durfelves. to decide on 
it.’ Many preliminary Reps ate requlifite to clear it from ¢ every 
difficulty. 


Falthoods, our author oblerves, are not-lies, ‘ where the: pers 
fon you {peak to has no right to Know the truth, or more pro- 
pérly, ‘where little or no inconvenience refults irom the want, 
of ‘confidence ; in fuch cafes, as where you tell a falihood toa 

child, or a madman, for their own advantage ; to q robber, to 
coitednl your property; to an affaflin, to defeat, or to divert 


him from his*purpofe.) The particular confequence i is by the 


fappofition beneficial ; and, as to the general confequence, the 
worft that can happen i is, that the child, the madman, the rob- 
ber, the affaffin,. will truft you.no more ;, which, (befides, that 
the two firft are incapable of deducing regular conclufions,, from 
haying been once deceived, and the two laft not likely te,come 
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4'fecond time in’your' way) is res eth compenfated ‘ by the" 
immediate benefit which you propofe by the Ps thood: a2 ee 

‘The next part ‘Of. this Book 3 1s On £ ‘Relative Duties. that are. 
indeterminate,’ Thele are charity, ‘including the treatment) 
of our, domettics, dependents, ’..and flaves. The fubject., of, 
flavery 3 is diftinétly, confidered ; ‘but its no imputation to thes 
ingenious author, that he -has vaidifanoede little that is newon- 
itt: we have had fo: mady>treatifes>:fullvof :reafon andvargus » 
ment; as well as of declamation; that almoft every topic feems 
o ‘have been exhaufted}°and’every perfon mut have been lon; 
fince convinced, except thofe for whom’ the bg w 
intended, who are unfortunately too much blinded by inté¥eft’ 
and neceflity. But what is that neceffity of which fo much 
has been faid? Merely, fays our author, that of buying. fo 
fix pence, which, if the work were done, by. voluntary: hi me 
fervants, would coft. one halfpenny more... ‘Trifling. as; this, 
difference is, and diftant from the forcible plea.of réal necefzt 
fity,, we -are not certain that evenothis would-be» the: tefult gs 
pérhaps many circumftances would compenfate forthe oeanay ; 
prices.) ‘T he other fubjects are, refentment)' cae 
dueling, litigation, gratitude, and” flander’? ney: areal 
afined in the moft clear and candid mannet. ae — 

‘There is another ¢lafs of relative “duties which deferves a: 
feparate confideration, viz. thofe which refult from. the con- ' 
ftitution of the fexes.. There is no fubjeé, in which the.mo- 
ralift, can more properly interfere, and, ,none, in which the 
«voice of the charmer’ will be, lefs heard;) ‘charm, he never, ; 
fo wifely,’. Paffions of this kind are: firmly,rooted, and ufu- 
ally violent, fo that perhaps the beft arguments againg the. 
irregular indulgence of them, would he the, mifery which, 
ufually attends it. We’ praifed our author’s chapter on Human. 
Happinefs with more fréedom, becaufe we perceived its appli-. 
cation to this before us; and, in fome parts, Mr.’ Paley has. 
followed the train of argument which we have mentioned. | 
The feveral duties whith’ belong to this head are particularly 
confidered, and deferve attention.. But on that of polygamy, : 
though we with to oppole. it. with zeal, we, mutt be fo far the 
friend of truth, as to,diminifh, the,,force ofone, argument 
againit it. We have been. told, that, Providence. has defigned - 
the; prefent inflitution, by the proportioning: the number ef; 
females to the males fo nearly that, making allowance for the’ 
chances of war and other hazardous profeffions, the’ nuinbers. 
may be confidered ‘as equal “But this is the effect of, rather 
than an argument fer’ monogamy. Where polygamy prevails, 
the number of' females if Greater than’ that of the males ; ‘and 
if fuch arguments were allowed, they may be retorted 
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with at leaft equal force. It has been fuppofed a fact, that 
the fex of the’ child’ is’ detetinined by the fuperior ftrength of 
either of the’parents ;' aad, perhaps with particular limitations, 
i€ may be true, and-account’ for this Variety anderodifferene 
tftitutions. ‘Bat, independent of the’ caufe, polygamy cer- 
tainly increafes the number of females, and this fact deferyes 
confideration, There is, ane: view, of the fubject which, we 


4 ; 


k has not. beendfo fully anfifted on,as) it deferves. , If wo- 
man was defigned.as, the friend and the.afiftant of man, poly- 
gamy is unnatural andj abfurd 3\ for wwo fuch friends. are.in-. 
compatible ; and thatthe human mind revolts at the idea; ape 
pears from: the jealoufies.excited by: the moft diftant competi-+ 
tion. ‘This is an argument interwoven with the nature of mafi- 
kind; and connected with’ our exiftence ; it cannot be contro- 
gerted; “it ‘cantiot’ be ‘eluded, but by degrading woman to ‘a 
ahk,’ which every mah of delicacy and feeling would at once 
oppofe. ‘Te is with thefe that we can only contend% for the 
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ii enting, who; is funk below humanity, and the philofopher 
ho.has,reafoned, himéelf,out. of, though not above it, .may 
diets ponticew, in. their, opinions. ‘To,convince them woald 
not {hea victory ; to-reafon with them would be labour! mifap- 
id This book: 3s: concluded with refletions’on the dutyoand 
rights of parerits, and the.duty°of children.) We have been 
Ted fo' far, that we can only extra@ a {mall portion of our aus 
thér’s Yemurks ’;’ “but thefé we cannot omit. 
as.{Ehe, mok, ferious, cqntentions, between, parents and. their 
children, are.thofe commonly, which relate to matriage, or, the 
choice.of, profeffions. 6. ijoccb oyoublidea ods jgolon.e.. 8 
oA: parent has, in no cafe, a right to.deftroy his child’s hap- 
pinefs. If it be true,, therefore, that.there.exift fuch, perfonal 
and exclufive attachments between indiyiduals of, different, flexes, 
that the poffeffion of a particular man or,woman.in marriage be 
really neceflary to the child’s happinefs ;, or if it .be, true, that 
an,averfion to. a, particular profeffion may be involuntary. and 
unconquerable ; then it will follow, that parents, when this.is 
the cafe, ought not to urge their authority,, and that the child 
js not bound to obey it. 7 7. eas 
“©The point is, to difeovér how ‘far, many particular ‘in- 
ftance, this'is the cafe. Whether the! fondnefs of lovers ever 
continues with fuch*intenfity, and fo long,’ that the fuccefs of 
their _defires conftitutes, or the difappointinent affects, any con- 
fiderable portion of their happinefs, compared with that of 
their whole life, it is difficult to fay; but there can be no difs | 
ficulty in faying, that not one half of thoie attachments, which 
young ‘people conceive with: fo much hafte and paflion, aréof 
this fort. . I believe it alfo.to be true, that there are few = 
: fions 
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fions to.a, profeflion,, which refolution,, perfeyverance, /aGivity in 
going-about the duty, of it, and above all, \defpair, of changing, 
will not fubdue: yet there are fome fuch. Wherefore, a child 
who refpects his parent’s judgment, and is tender, as he ought 
to be, of his happinefs, owes, at leaft, fo much deference to 
his will, as to try fairly and faithfully, in one cafe, whether 
time and abfence will*net queitth ‘his affe@ion ? and in the 
other, whether a Jonge? Continuance in his profeffion- may not 
reconcile him to ‘it?! The whole depends upon the experiment 
being made on the child’spart:with fineerity ; and not merely 
with -a-defign of compafling ‘his purpofe at laft, by means of a 
fimulated.and temporary compliance. It.is the.nature of love 
and. hatred, and of all violent affections, to delude the mind 
with a perfuafion that we shall always continue.to feel them, .as 
we feel them at prefent. We cannot conceive that they will 
either change orceafe. Experience of fimilar or greater changes 
in ourfelves, or a habit of giving credit to what our payents, » 
or tutors, or books teach us, may controul this perdGatiok 
Gthérwife it renders youth very antra€table: for they fee clearly 
and ‘truly, that it is impoflible they fhould be happy undet' the 
circumftances propofed to them in their prefent ftate of mind 
After a fincere, but ineffectual endeavour, by the child, to ace 
commodate his inclination to -his, parent’s pleafure, he ought 
not to fuffer in his parent’s affeGion,. or in -his fortunes., .The 
parent, when he has \reafonable proof of this,, fhould acquiefce.; 
at all events, the child 1s then at liberty to provide for his owa 
happinefs. | Ley 
‘Parents have; on no account, a right to urge theif children 
upon matriagés;' to which ‘they are averfe; nor onghe, ‘in any 
fhape, to reient the children’s difobedience of fuch commatids. 
‘Tis is a different cafe from oppofing a match of inclination, 
becaufe! the’ ‘child’s wifety isa much mote probable confe- 
quence ;°it being eafrer to-live without a ‘perfon that we ‘love, 
thanavith oné ‘whom “we hate. “Add to this, that compulfion 
i ‘hartiage Tedds to prevarication 3 ‘asthe reluétant party pro- 
mifesian affection, which neither exilts,nor is expected to take 
place: ‘and’ parental) like alf human; authority ceafes atthe 
poitit, where obedience’ becomes’ criminal.” 
Though. we wifhed to, have concluded our account of this 
valuable work in. one article; yetywe find that much ftill res 
mains; fo thatwe fhall.refume.it at another opportunity. 
































Effays. Hiftorical and. Moraj., By G. Gregory. 800 | 55». 

faite Johnfon. 3° 
W E. have received much pleafure from the perufal of thefe 
’ Effays. ‘The author ifnot always exadtor original, is’ 
generally entertaining and inftructive: if he does not pene- 
trate the depth of his fubject, and ftrike us with aftonifhment 
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38 Grevor}’s Hiforical and Moral Effa;'s, 
apthe. novelty and comprehenfion of ihis ideasyi we ought .to 
vemember that ‘he wrives only: lighter effays ; and we foon per- 
@ive,that:heaimsrather at an elegant.concifenefs, ‘than, at 
theomore diffule mode of compofition, which would leave. no- 
thing farther "to add.' He attempts to * inveftignte the prin- 
ciples of-moral action, through the medium of hiftorical evi- 
dence,’ and to ‘ difcriminate caufes’ inttead of accumulating 
faéts. Yet! he*fometimes {peculates; and fometimes errs :: his 
knowlege and! learniing-are confiderable 5 the chief errors, and 
they are far from numerous, are in :the iedaiilons from. facts, 
We mean not to’ blame the author even for his mittakes; to 
think with able nien ofidifferent ages, may be no fault; though 
authority, on the other hand,’ cannot fanétion errors. .A:deep 
penetration will dete them; and: a happy boldnefs, expofe 
themcin ‘their native ‘colours; but: many, who. perceive; she 
fault, are afraid of scontradiGing the concurrent opinion. of 
a’tes) and at wilbrequire fomewhat more than difcetninene to 
oppofe, with faccefs, ‘the moft rooted prejudices. Our. au- 
ahor too°eften creeps with the‘croud, and, too cautious of a 
ftorm, < {eems afraid to fozy above them. 
The firft Effay is on the Progre{s.of Manners and Society. We 
are\taught,ohei fays,, that the/human;race is derived from one 
original ftéck ; this opinion, our; author thinks, is.moit,agree- 
ablé-to'the great fimplicity obfervable:in the works of. Provie 
dence, ‘and fupported by the amof ancient tradition of all na- 
tions. A‘ tore iritimate ‘acqjuaintante, however, with nature, 
‘Yeems to have raed doubts’ on' this (ubjeét ; and Mri Gregory’s 
reafoning, though defigied Yo remove, Nas rather ftrengthen- 
edthem. He thinks, theteisnoevidente ° that the power of 
climate is ixcapable of producing a difference in the éxtetnal 
appearance, an{werable. to that, which characterifes the inha- 
bitants of the different segions of the. earth. ;- We do not fuf- 
pect our author of havingsaréfully increafed. the, difficulty, by 
veiling it ina negative proportion. his ufual candour forbids 
‘Gt; bat we hall add;> that welshave no:reafon to fuppofe,a cli- 
“mate capable of producing this change: no inftance has~yet 
‘been adduced, and different races of mén; of different colours, 
‘thapes,.' and manners, have been found’ in fituations very fimi- 


‘Jar, The author again recurs té the fubjeét, in a fature ef- 


fay; and then alleges a ftrong argument in its favour, viz. 
‘the fertility of children, born foc a mixed race; the con- 
trary is; we know, obferved in animals of different ipecies. This 
fact of natural hiftory is not, however, fo general as has, been 
apprehended ;)'but fince we. are not,now, contending on the 
fubject, and only, exprefling fome difficulties to direé future 
le we fhall purfue our anhods reafoning. Mr. Gre- 
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gory traces the different tbages: ofsfocietyowith acceracy,. from 
the: relation of ,differentivoyagers> but: we) ftnongly.cmidinag 
thofe ob{fervers, who. tellous of nations: without (any traci gf 
religion. It is.remarkablethatqthia haky decision very, pesds 
rally occurs, where the acquaintance i flight, andthe@pinion ’ 
has been often retra¢ied after frequent vifitss:: The fai is)ony 
ly of importance in» the hiftery of thenhuman mind): religion 
or infidelity would: gaia little! ubyuts-eftabluhment.. ’Our ian 
thor feems to have littl tefpeétctor the<patriarchal form of pat 
vernment; and, in his:bpinipn, a itrongargument againit it 
is, that a ftate of anarchy generally preceded the :feadal fyt 
tem. Bat thiscmiftakedeems to have arifencfrom his not-trac+ 
ing the fubjed>to its fources:: We thall haves another, occafion 
to refume it; and at will appear: probable» jthak,, if the:patsir 
archal fchemeis to be .confidered asthe firksform.of govertr 
ment, it mufthave preceded the ftate of ailarchii > tits pew 
liar'to this {cheme, that, in'thevearlier| tages of | population, 
it was the moft obvious and molt im mediate prefervation agai 
confufion. The: practical improvement to be deduced; frote 
our author’s reafoning is-of great confequence, andis worth 
tran{cribing. finns NV 4 

~“« “As a corollary from'the preceding Bflay,it feems to:follow, 
that improper - means have/ufuably been employedtor the civae 
lization of barbarous: nations,  Miflionaries hame beenofeatja- 
mong them, and {chools have been erected for their initructio 
without effect. , They are found incapable of, receiving abibratt 
ideas,,.op attending to,any chain of reaioning on moral or reh- 
gious topics. It.is of little purpofe to give a literary education 
to.afew of the children, of favages, fince it only ferves to ren- 
der them different from.the reft of the community, and unfit 
for that {tage of fociety in which they are engaged, . A nation, 
it appears, muftarrive at knowledge and civilization by proper 
gradations. ‘The firft application of which the mind feems ‘¢a- 
pable, ‘ina rude ftate; 1s to the ‘mechanic arts, . ‘The introduge 
tion of 'thefe among ancivilized people will excite. their,carie- 
fity‘and their emulatioms andthe) conveniencies \procured by 
means of thefe arts will.always be. a fufficient recommendation 
of them..Tf, therefore, it .be the object of any government, 
or public intitution, to civilize and initruét a barbarous nation, 
let it .not attempt to. make divines and philofophers: of the 
younger favages; let them be made carpenters, fmiths, boat- 
builders, wheel-wrights, &c.*and let the females be taught*to 
{pin and to weave, The introduction of thefe arts will render 
the fociety ftationary, and‘ ‘an’ application to agriculture will 
fucceed. - | + 

‘It is a fat now generally allowed, that Chriftianity canonly 

“be received by people whofe :minds are difciplined, and capable 
of.more continued :attention than favages geaerally are... It is 
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49 ~*~ ~—-— Gxegory’s Hiferical.aud Marel Effays. 
found by experience too; that the nioft feetefsful teachers of 
Chriftianity among rude nations; ~aré>the enthulfahic and pa. 
 puilars é. Thevoratory which is ‘calowlated ‘tolmake an bm piéfhon 
mpon them, isanconfitteat with tafte andfcience 7 nor are their 
vminds fufficiently: iftayed ‘and fedate for: the! cool: reg ularity ‘of 
-efablithed worthip,?) 159 007i: 189 ad 
* “Phe fecond Effay is'on' the © Influence of Phyfical and Mo- 
ral Canfes.on the human Mind,’ ‘The opinion of Montéfquieu 
‘on this fubjec is now, nearly exploded; the effect is flight “or 
tranfitory, and may be, eafily ;counteragied., ‘Mr. Gregory;s 
arguments. are juft,; but,not .fufiiciently|remarkable to induge 
ws to feleé.them. ! ae ; 
ocofvRemarks-on the Hiftory of Superftition’ follow ;° but this 
vistoo-extenfiveoa fubject for an Effay, The molt remarkable 
ceircumftances; infiftedon by our author, are polytheifm, id6- 
Yatry, divination and? ordeal trials; factifices, and the’ fabul- 
‘ous ‘tales ‘of ‘miracHlous “and, terrific appearances.—The au- 
‘thor’ account of thefe fubje€ts is gencrally correct and fatisface 
“tory; but‘he does not feem aware, that in more than one in- 
“ffance’ he has followed the, lively,. and ,excentric, Voltaire.. 
The, following accountis to be recommended.for its judgment 
sand exadineis, .It is not new, but an old acquaintance in’ an 


: ‘ 


afattraGave and. elegant attire. Bwi9t) ) 
»' Gos Anothes,' perhaps better, {olution of the difficulry'may be 
fought for on principles already noted in thefe Efiays.” It “has 
epeeh remarked) ‘that the principle ‘of’ barbarian juftice is re- 
nyenge." It ts therefore probable, ‘that, figuring the Deity hike 
> themfelves;''a futtifice’ might be meant to appeafe his anger, as 
“he Could not be fatisfied without fome retribution. The Epyp- 
‘tians'imprecated' the fins of the people ppon the head of the fa- 
verificed bealt ;\ which indicates that they originally meant him 
oto fuffer as'a fubfticute for themfelves. “They alfo beat and 
‘mortified themfelves ‘during: the facrifice, which has’little ap- 
pearance of a joyous ceremony in gratitude ‘to Providence, OF a 

 gonvivial entertainment defigned for the Gods: | 0" >) 

eyo Probably, on the ideaof atonement, human facrifices’ pre- 
geced every other, . The nations which were extirpated by the 
ifraelites ufed them, and we; do, not, know, that they ufed-any 
_other. This circumftance. feems alluded. to by one of the, Jewith 
_ prophets, who, fpeaking in the charaéter of a fuperftitious per- 
™ Bn exclaims, ‘* Shall I give my firft-born for my tranfgrefhions ? 
“thé ‘fruit of my body for the fin of niy foul??? ‘ike notion of 
vifiting the fins of the fathers upon the children feems intimate- 
ly connected with this “idea; and “that‘fath a notion’ was uni- 
“verfal-im the-remote periods of antiquity; we have every teafon 

‘tobelieve.. | } | : EAS 
‘ It has been already remarked, that hiiman*facrifices have 
been commop, at one umeor other, inevery Pagan nationcop- 
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on-earth. ; The: Magi who accompanied: Xerxes; ata pla¢ecalt- 
ed The Nine. Ways, dacrificed: mime youths; and asi many vil 
gins, after,the Perian mannet; burying theav alive. | A meftris* 
the wife of Xerxes, arriving: at'an, advatited age, facnificed im 
the fame manrer fourteen noble: children;tothar-God, whd they 
fay is beneath theearth. The circumftancesattendibg the’ 
formance of. this borrid Tite, An most nations, afford additional 
roof, that the original intent.of facrifice was to appeafe a ma- 
Ryiieith deity. We'are well affured, that the ogcafion was, in 
general, when fome’ publi¢’calamity befél the'nation; and one 
perfon was felected*to ‘bear the fins of the misfortunes’ ofthe 
multitude. In Otaheite, on certain folemn days,’ the’ perétt 
enters the morai, or temple, and, after ftaying fome*timé| +€- 
turns and informs:the ‘people, that che!deity demandsia human 
facriice ; he then indicates the .perfon, whois! immediately 
feized, and beaten till he is.dead. ; This.damgerous:péwer,: we 
may well fuppofe, 1s. much abufed by the-priefts:;.angj, to,-cos- 
firm it, the {uperititious people are perfyaded, that, if thewpriefts 
invoke the evil genius, he will, kill, hy duddep deaths. hi 
whom they chufe to mark out asa victim. We. may, 1e% dily 
imagine in what manner, and'by what means, the intén las 
Of his infernal *majefty are fulfilled’ °°%OC0 88 Of 20nk™ 
‘"Dhe firtt telaxation of this rigid’ Branth off faperihtion is, 
whem the exercife of it as confined toa ptives, or very Thférror 
perfons; beafts are afterwards fubftituted sand at lat’ thé gods 
are {uppofed-to content themfelves.with ay offering pf shefimple 
“fruits ofthe earth. y SSF 40h theo 
© The confecration, of particular perfons to the Deity, feems 
to be only a, refinement upon; the. prattice.of;. offering huywan 
facrifices. . L.beforé had occaiion, tq thew, ‘that the poret.and 
molt innocen: perfons were originally dingled out,as. victimes to 
the gods, ‘The fame reAnement takes place, in.the-confecration 
of living, offerings, 1£1 may be.allowed: the expreffion.;, Asfeon 
as the idea of poltuticn came to be aynexed.to the intertourfe 
of the fexes, it became: a leading. principle to dedicate) to, she 
gods the chalte and bnpollureds’ 5 sth 
The next Effayo is om certain: méral-Prepadices:: | itis con- 
meGediwith the former;iifince: they are’ both. mental errors, 
though on different fabjediss0'Mre Gregory fufpedts a pati- 
tical motive to have been ‘the original fource of many of thefe, 
articularly facrificing- the immiediaté attendants of a king, on 
his death; or even the voluntary butning of the widow, which 
the neceflity of cuftom, fome time fince, had rendered indif- 
enfable. , | Bs la antares | | 
The fifth Effay, contains, ‘ Obfervations on the, Effects of 
Civilifation, and the,,Character of the prefent. Times.?.» In 
this Effay, the author does not in general appear either) a 
bigotted enthufiaft, on'a {plenetic:fatirift, He examines with 
cautign, and appreciates with juice. > It is a melancholy re- 
x0 ° mark, 
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pei , but it is well founded, that, ‘ RO. branches of learning 
have fuffered {0 much neglect as thofe which concern human 


na ure mols thofe whith tefpett, the mind of man, and the 


Principles. ‘of moral condua, ’ Science too undoubtedly, de- 
clines, but not fo much as our author fufpects, and many: fue 
perhcial inquirers have, afferted. It is fo generally diffufed, 
at the progrellive voice is almoft Ioft in the number of claim- 
ants: thefe too, in each branch, are fo numerous, that a man 
Whofé' ftudies ‘Had Keen 4 few years intetmitted, would fcarce- 
ly recognifé the objects aroand him. | In this examination,our, 
author is a little too national. The fiippa: acy and the tinfel 
France are often, mentioned ;; and Bench i is almoft exclud- 
ed from. his courfe, of ro ae This is:a;material error; 
andi we, fhould, fufpes& that it.arifes:from \theomott. illiberal 
fource.oformot one, French: book is quoted, fo far as’we obs 
ferve; in theowhole volame; and the author afferts; whata 
perfon acquainted with French would have known to have been 
wnjuft,’ thar? every book “Of vatueis tranfated. In fae, every 
ypular’ work 7 is tratilated’; batt books of value are. not always 
popular.” The tinfel of Sterne too is oppofed to the clafiic gold 
of Addifon,; “Sterne deferves a ‘better chaaer.. not for his 
Fipensy, and. ibaldry, but ‘for his tendernefs, his pathos, 
his benevolence, . Readvhis works, again, fir, without pre, 
judice; if poflible.;, let the heart, rather-than ther {crutinifing 
eye, of ,criticifm: be open, and we: hope: the, genial: fuffufion 
from the moutened. cheek swill! bt this ‘harth srtieOns®, that'at 
may beeen no more. 
to The-Inventiow of Langitage'i 1s tHe next objeR of his-atten 
tion sand ‘the réfharks On it’are frequently curious, and gene- 
rally fatisfactory. We with our limits would allow us to ¢xa- 
mine them at greater length. Br 
‘® Alp habetical, Writing * mutt have: f ucceeded Language, ree 
it Etiows the former Effay,; but,. in} this, .we Persea little 
added to.the former ftock. 
ye « Mifcellaneous Obfervationson the F ‘emale Sex’ are’ more 
walnable, , ‘Dhey:are diftinguithedias: welb for their candour and 
delicacy: as»for their judgment: © Women, in our author's 
Opitiion; "are hotinferior in’ mental powers to men; but’ this 
Kecbfon fhould be received’ with fome limitation: We ‘mean 
wor'to reyed the pretenfidns of the Tadies, but the mentalex- 
cellencies of each fex cannot be properly compared, The one 
certainly excels in fancy, fpirit, and, elegance ; ; the other in 
ftrength, Judgment, and application... Single inftances,caa- 
‘not affect, genetal rules; and the. inftances are fo few, as ra- 
ther, to render jthe, generality more, firikings After examining 
the ftate of the female fex, in different periods, the author, 
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with great reafon; ‘teféts the common. opinion refpedting fe. 
mialé' chaitity, to'thé ‘tight’ of property ; for while the woman 
Was confidered as a'flave, chaftity was zy der a duty, which 
her lord reguired, while ‘he Fanged ‘at Tiberty.” This was un? 
doubtedly the fourte of the’ opinion; ‘but it would havé pro- 
bably been loit in future ages, if it had not been fupported ‘by 
better arguments. ' Rarer 


¢ In the prefent ftate, fays our-author, of fociety, L, fee, no 
means by which the fair {¢x may reafonably hope to efcape the 
evils of domettic tyranny, but by extreme caution and fore- 
thought, in what Hands they entruf the future happinefs of 
their lives, Without prefuming to lay down 4 fyftem for theif 
conduct, ina matter of fo much importahcé! ‘to’ themlVés, 
little knowledge of character has fuggeiled a few hints, whist 
may be ferviceable in. preventing improper connexionsy dita 
which, on that account, a fenfe of duty, willinomallaw med 
fupprefs. +e 4 DSI (UB POs nolis 
‘ {fon any occafion the morals, ,as.well the temper of, 

party, with whom 2 connexion is to be formed, ought,to. aad 
garded, itis when the whole of teaiporal enjoyment so 
faction is at flake. No vulgar maxim has proved moge~ etri: 
mental to female happinefs, than, ‘‘ that a reformed rake mal es 
the beft of hufbands,?’’’ In every inftance that has fallen with} 
my obfervation, the'direét contrary has happened.’ “Por; fn'thé 
fir place, if the maxim were true, it is far from ¢ettain hak 
matrimony. will produce.a reform. .Theyanity of awenatou 
ed: female may, flatter her, that her amiable qualities will effe@ 
a reformation; but experience tells us, that the reformbati 
muit go deeper than that which is only the:momentary) effe&t of 
an impetuous paflion; it muft extend tothe moral principle,.se 
the whole mode of thinking. A rake is but another term for. 
fenfualift, which in itfelt implies the quality felfith; he has 
been accuftomed to facrifice the beft intereit of others to his per- 
fonal gratification’; ahd there are more ways than one of trifli 
with thé happinefs.of a fellow'creature,’ Further, the libertine 
has acquired a defpicable opinion of the fex, from converfing 
only with the depraved partiof it:/and we know that matrimo- 
nial tyranny ufually originates froma contemptible opinion OF | 
the female fex. Laftlyj/in marrying a rake, there are: many 
chances to one, that.a woman marries.a drunkard ; and drunks 
ennefs is perhaps the only vice, that is never to be reformed. f 
might add, that without fome notion of religion, morality has 
but an uncertain bafis—and what rake would be thought rqen- 
tertain any refpeé for religion ! - 

~ €T would not have the ladies fall into the oppofite extreme, and 
to avoid a profligate take up*with a bigot. Religious enthafiafm 
has a natural tendency to four the temper: and the fanatic de- 
tives his morality not from the mild and equitable precepts’ of © 
jodiua od risq iMmo1a 19 the 
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ese Bibel of pel, ‘but ftom the rigid and tyrannical in{titutions of the 
jews* * 


: is caution will be requifite alfo, in engaging with a rat, 
whefe-fituation obliges-him-to~be-mucirconverfant with the vi- 
cigus or uncultivated part of:mankind;-or.whofe. profeffion, in+ 
ures hit to high notiens.of difcipline andimplicit obedience.’ 

«,The, Theory f,\Government,..the Advantages anddn- 
conveniencies ofa, Republican k erm,cempared with Monarchy,’ 
are,cxamined with candour; and we ftrongly recommendithem 
to. the warm ghar of a PIERRE, days $384 for reforma- 


ee author next proceeds to the § pa of Morals, the 
si eifti¢al Sy item and Morals of the Ancients, and Religious 
Nh pment” ‘In thefe Eflays he ftrongly endeavours to con- 
morality. ‘with, religion, and to found wifdom on, virtue, 
arguments dre generally Rrong 5 they are well feleéted, 
but feld m new, 


The. ogrteenth Effay i is on Education. We have anticipated 


our author” § opinion ,on the French language, and little rex 


majns b ; bat. ‘to commend... Mr, Gregory. is an advocate, for 

hoqls_ S large. enough for the purpote of emulation, but fo. li- 
mite as not ‘to prevent every boy. from being under the maf- 
fe’s ey eye: he recommends the interval alfo. of a:year, or two, 
under the care of a private tutor, before the pupil goes tothe 
univeriity. ‘The author, we believe, is well founded in. this 

-ES3. 1! 
opinion ; ; but the arguments on the oppolite fide are plaufible.: 
we regret, that we cannot at prefent examine the fubje@,un- 
afta the guidance of :fo PsHaA A a preceptor,,as the author 

re Us. 

OEE: following Eifays c on * Penetration and Forefight, and 
on the Unrealbonabledet of Suicide,’ are greatly inferior to 
the others. ‘They are not,incorre¢t; but they fkim.ever, the 
furface, as a fwallow. {kims over a_river, who {carcely pene- 
trates fo far as to wet her wing. 

“The feventeenth Effay is on the ¢ fuitice, Humanity, and 
policy of the Slave : Trade.” 'Thefe are written” with great 
firength of argument and warm fenfibility, Every one muft 
be convinced of ‘the injuftice and inhumanity of this trade, 
tf ough intereft may, for a moment, cover it with a veil. May 
che ey, foon be perfuaded alfo that it is polite; for it is 
highly probable that i in the end it wil! be found fo! 

The laft Effay is.on ‘ the Caufes which may fubvert Britith 
Liberty 3’ and we are glad to findy-that the apprehenfions of 
modern ‘patriots are’ ill founded, ©. We have often given this 
opinion, and we are pleafed to fee it fapported fo ably in the 
Effay before us. 

Oa 
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On the whole; we,tamk, tiis..a.nery, refpeftable publica 
tion; and, as.we have freely, cenfured the objectionable Parts. 
we have as freely commended the many others which aré ya» 
luable. = ry Lanatt ae 


+ n a eee 


— — ; 7 ¥e wevsete’ 


Plasonis Barby divi ‘eb ati Pheer nurs, | vertit, ‘alte ‘Juas 
adjecit, ‘Martinus’ Fifep hues Riiith, ‘A5ME Collegii’ DS Marie 
Magd. Oxon. Socius. Oxoni? et ypagrapher Clarendeniane. — 
gs. in Sheets, fmall Paper's 7s. 6d. large Paper. Elinfly!* 

- HE learned world is already indebted to the Clarendon 

“*'" prefs for an excellent edition of five of the dialogues of Plato, 

by Forfter, publithed in the year 1745; and of three others 

by Etwall, publiflied in the year 1771, whole edition, thoug a 





inferior to that of Forfter, is by no, means deftitute of mer 
The Euthydemus' and Gorgias are now prefented to the 'p 

lic, by Mr. Roath, printed at the fame prefs, with the "haae 
elegance of type, and excellence of paper. 

The former of thefe Dialogues, the Euthydemus, has, we 
believe, never before been printed feparately. A Latin ver- 
fion of the Gorgias was publithed, together with fome of the 
other dialogues of Plato, by Leonardas Aretinus, in the bee 
ginning of the’ éftéenth century : and, about the middfe of 
the following century, the Greek text was printed at sec 
but'without either verfion or notes, 

In difcuffing the merits of the prefent edition, before we en- 
ter into particulars, it will be neceffary te lay before-our rea- 
ders, a fhort account of the principal fources from which the 
editor has drawn his materials. 

“The works of Plato were firft madé public in Europe through, 
the medium of_atranflaticn. Marfilius Ficiaus, of Florence, 
the ‘celebrated, modérn' Platonift, firft publiihed his Latin ver- 
fidn at Florence, more than twenty years before the publicae 
tidn of Platoin the original language, ‘This verfion was foon 
aftérwards reprinted at Venice, in he eas 1401. 

The firit edition of Plgto’s works was printed at Venice, .by 
Aldus, in the year 1513, under the care of Marcus Mufurus, 
a Cretan, who was afterwards raiféd to the dignity of arch. 
bifhop by pope Leo the Tenth. ‘This Icarned and refpectable. 
editor has celebrated both his author and his patron, in an ele, 
gant Greek ‘pocm which is ‘prefixed to his edition, and which 
has finée been reprinted, with a verfion and notes, by Mr. 
Forfter, at the end of his Effay on Accent and Quantity *. 





‘* A copy of this edition, stineel oncvellum, and bound nr‘l urkey lea 
ther, is faid te haye been purchafed at Dr, Afkew’s fale, by the late: De.. 
Hunter, at the enormous price of fifty-five pounds thirteen fhillings. 


tn 
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This edition of Aldus having been’ printed with great accu- 
racy, from the oldeft Greek copies, ftill retains its credit) 
and has, indeed, been «made ‘the ‘great’: _— ‘of facceeding 


editions..JUd 5! a 


by the! igean hiking ah edition of © Plate’s- ladles was pritlted 


at-Bafil;! ander'the \anfpeion of’ Oporinus + but? this edition’. 
is pndoubtedly of inferior wathority; fince Oporinus had re. : 


courfe to nomanefcripts. 
‘A fecond edition was printed at Bafil; th the year 1556, un 
der ithe care of Marcus Hopperus, but tendered more valuable 


tham the: former ‘by the various reddings with which it was en=?’ 


righed:) ‘Thefe readings were taken’ froii’a’copy of the former 
Bafibedition, which had been collated chreaghout with feveral 
manufcripts, by Arnoldus Arlenius. °' 

‘Phe nextedivionswhich appears is'that ‘of Henry’ Stephens, 
priated ati! Parisitinthe year 1578, from the’text of Aldus. 
This is: thebmodel which’ Mr. Routh has chofer’ to: imitate: 
butihediasaty the fame time corretted it, Where it wanted cot= 
reétiomy chy theeaflittance of preceding editions. 

-Stepheubuprotefied to have ‘had ‘recourfe: to ‘fome ancient’ co- 


piesofi Plato; bat of shat particular defcription canttot now” 


with cértainty be'known3 the expreffion which he ufes is vague’ 
and{tindererminate;s* quum’ atitem ‘ vatia- ek weteribus libris 
auxilia ‘conquifiviffet,°&c. The readings’ which’ he derived 
from ithefe -fources.were partly admitted intd the text, and 
partly mferted-in themargins ‘but his own conjectural émen- 


‘ dauons: were: ‘pees entirely either ‘in the margin, ‘or ‘the ' 


notes. | 


Ryoin the credit of this edition, however, Mr.’Rowth has * 
imicfome meafure endeavoured to detract,’ by infinuating, in* 
ftrong terms, that. Stephens made ufe 6F ‘No MSS: but’ drew + 
hib-various readings principally; if not folely? “fron Ficitis’s™” 


verfion, from the fecond Bafil edition, and from the’ notes of" 


Cornarius,) ‘To this hypothefisy he-fays, one objection” only 


caw be made; viz. that Stephens” has paffed’ over in “filence 


fomeiof. the beft and moft valuable readings ‘of the! Bail’ edi-'* 
tion! which it is utterly inconceivablé ‘that'a man of his jadg-"" 
mentiand ’penetration thoald have>doid, if he had confulted - 


thatedition at all; or at leaftif-he had“made ‘it in any degree’ 
theubafis ‘of hisowm. Burof this objection; ftrong as ‘it Sap 


atdirftfight appeat'to: the unprejudiced reader, our editor ob" 
viates the force in.a moment, by faying, © Vereor autem, ‘née’ 


fimulayio -viriitt caufa hujufce rei‘ fuerit; tut ne viderettir ex- 


emplo illo waquam faiffe ufus: Imo vero- Picherus, (iff pres 
fatcdu Platon, Eathyph. :pi16.) ewndem ‘arg dit deprivationiy . 


et 
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Roath’s. Platonis Eathydemus et Gorgiass Api 
et mptilationis ;lecionwah Gallen figaty « ut. fitaus eo certits lad! 
teret,’ 1> 2 i697 {| | 1D: fisblo sxi3 Ot. .vyo"Lt 
That, thera, is, a Hrs # sap leiened ini the: bon dudt Of: 
Stephens, cannot perhaps totally be denied; but, .efuresb= 
ly; .charges.of. this, kind, ;which davolve fo confiderable dd- 
gree of moral obliquity, ;,.oughtinot hiaftily.or rathly to beiiai-s: 
puted to any.charagter,s,,muchileG are we juitified injadmioting 
them, without the: ftrongelt evidence, whensappliedtoca mam 
whofe, extraordinary merits sare jupiverfally acknowleged) hy 
the learned world, ,and,whofe name.will ever bdé\tecorded switie» 
honour amongtt the venerable reftorers of -Gredian-diteratares sc: 
The fucceeding editions, of, 1583,- 1590,band 1602, béimpi» 
little. more than, copies.of that of eg donot ab — 
claim any particular notice. .; qi lw nee 
ln addition, to..the afiitance which «has, paar deuived frbtn 
thefe feveral editions, Mr,; Routh has, givem ithe: collation: ofiq 
a manufcript, of. the, Gorgias, repatited., in, the Bodleian: Las T 
brary.at Oxford. ..This MS,. he-fays» is apparently: ofmb-wery d 
early age, but contains many valuable readings: im yeommonsy 
with, other MSS, of Plato, -and fome which bate, peculiar! go iit- 
felf,.. Unfortunately, -hawever,: :it: has: fhared the Sata: dhrainyic ct 
other, precious remains of, antiquity,’ near, anfifth pants sof the v 
whole, dialogue, having, perithed by. the ravages of; time; lorithen: 
careleffnefs of ,itsformerpoflefiors. After, sheieditordad cinxss 
pleted the,text,, and almof& half of the notes,:-he swas favoured: 
with a collation: ofboth the Dialogues; with aivaluable MSeq 
of. the..thirteenth century, containing a, confiderable vpartoof.b 
Plato’s works, and now preferved in the Royal Library at.Paen 
ris..."The seadings of this,MS..as far aaithe 135th: page of Mit. 
Routh?s edition,; arriving too late to.be printed initheix proper: 
place,are, fubjoinedunderthe title.of Addenda: ‘the remainder 
are-partly, arranged; under, the fame. title,.and partly cates 
im the notes.) of soy 
Befides thefe feveral Connces of information, the editor hee 
confulted 4 variety, of. authors, whe; have ‘quoted and preferve: 
ed different paflages of, Plato in their, refpeQive writings.:cPheo! 
principal; of thefe are. jAriftides, ,Jamblichus, Stobreusy Plueis 
tarchy, Enfebius,.and Theodoret, | And here-it. may >notibem 
improper.to obferve,; that, Mr. Routh. 'profeffes |to: have made: 
ufe of MSS... of all thefe,authors, except Jamblichus ‘and Pius: 
tarch;.a circamftance.which: refle@s., :confiderable honowr* on’: 
his diligence and attention. teiv 
In his, very, fenfible and aneiehad. “pre tins. and alfoni in: his::) 
notes,, Mr. Routh acknowledges with, great candour the dda» 
vantages wich he has derived, as well fromthe obfervations. ’ 
‘ 2 of 
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of Stephens, Serranus, Cornarius, and’Cafaubon, as from the 
communication of fome private and particular friends. 

With refpe&:to the*text, our prefent editor has, as we have 
before obferved, with fome féw exceptions, followed the edi- 
tion of H. Stephens. And, where he differs from it, he has 
not ventured to admit any reading which was not countenanc- 
ed by fome former edition; but whatever has been fuggefted 
either by his own conjecture; by the Bodleian MS. by the ver- 
fion of Ficinus, or by the different authors who have quoted 
Plato, which may tend to correét the text where it is corrupt, 
or to elucidate it where it is obfcure, is fubmitted to the judg 
ment of the reader, either at the bottom of the page, or in 
the notes. ‘ In-hac tamen cautione, fayshe, admittendi ni-+ 
hil, quod non fuerat prius-in editione aliqua Platonis, laudan+ 
dum me neutiquam afiero, prefertim ubi librorum auétoritate 
fruebar. Verum nimis cauto facilrus ignofcendum, quam te- 
mere mutanti.” If.-we cannot, without fome limitations, ad- 
amit the principle, we matt at leaft admire the candid and un- 
affaming fpirit of this apology. 

. Suchcis the plan on which the text 1s printed; arid it isprint- 
ed; as farcas we have obferved, with great aceuracy } being, 
we believe, except the few errata which have been noted by 
the editor, in general free from typographical errors. 

Of the Latin verfion which Mr. Routh has given, it is but 
juttice to fay, that it appears to have united perfpicaity with 
-concifenefs.; that it is. generally exact, and often‘elegant. 

The notes are, in proportion to:the text, extremely nume- 
fous, ‘The text and verfion together occupy only three hun- 
dred pages. To thefe are allotted, in a type confiderably 
fmaller, two hundred and fifty-eight pages of notes, various 
readings, and ‘addenda. The notes on the Euthydemus fill 
fifty-fix pages, -thofe.on the-Gorgias‘an’ hundred ‘and feventy- 
four, and the addenda amount to twenty-eight. 

To thefe notes it may perhaps juftly be objected, that they 
are not fufficiently philological; and that they oftener draw 
off the attention of the reader to tedious and uninterefting dif- 
cuffions, than affift him in fetthng the reading of doabtful and 
difputed paflages, or in fixing the precife meaning of particn- 
tar words or expreffions. It muft, however, be confeffed, that 
they bear itrong marks of unwearied attention and ‘indefati- 
gable induftry; that they are replete with hiftorical. informa- 
tion, as well as general knowledge; and ’that they often con- 
tain®*much of profound, as well as extenfive erudition. But 
Mr. Routh will not, we conceive, totally efcape an impata+ 
tion which has been Often invidioutly, and often with juftice, 

: _ thrown 
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‘thrown out againf the.critie and:commentator ; wé mean the 
imputation of haying-fometimes laboured: rather/to difplay’ the 
depth: of his owst learning, and the-fplendor of his own attain- 
ments, than to explain the: dificultids, or elucidate ‘the ‘ob- 
{curities of his Author.» 'Qurfatiments: on this fibjettex- 
actly coincide with the judicious remark of the excellent Pearce, 
-" Is mihi in veteribus fcriptis edendis'videtuy rei literarie op- 
time confulere, qui quam pauciffimis verbis clare doceat, quid 
fuus.autor et fenferit, et teri pferit.’ Prefat. in Citer, dé Oras 
tore. ; 
We fincerely with thatthe édivor had exerted the fame lauds 
able dili igence in corre€ting the other parts of ‘his work, 
which he has mianifefted with refpect to the text. But we 
were rather furprifed at obferving more'than two whole pages 
of errata; and we venture to affert, from our own obfera 
vation, that, the catalogue might have been confiderably en- 
larged. We will content ourfelves with pointing out two iit» - 
‘ftances only. In page 308, line third, gayxeatiacai; is 'prittt- 
ed Bayparias ed 5 ; and’ in page 452, line ult. we have Brerom ir, 
which we conceive fhould have been printed Baésrouen. 

At.the end of the work. Mr. Routh has added the preface 
which was prefixed:'by Olympiodorus to his -Seholia on the 
‘Gorgias. “Hiftory. has recorded feveral writers of the name of 
Olympiadorus, but the commentator upon ‘Plato’ is fuppofed 
‘to have lived in the fixth century of the Chriftian era.’ His 
preface is curious, and, though fhort, contains many fenfible 
remarks on the nature, defign, conduct, and charatters of the 
‘dialogue. 

We have already cominendied the attention with which Mr. 
‘Routh. appears: in general.to have conduéted this edition. We 

lament, . however,. that he.has not piven another inftance-of 
it, by the addition, of indexes,, on.the plan of thofe fubjoined 
to the.dialogues edated ‘by Forfter and. Etwall. 

It feems that Mr.¢Routh was fearful of fwellin> his volume 
to a difproportionate bulk; but, as.a commentator, we think 
-he might,. in. this ahanee at leatt, have facrificed fymmetry 

to ufe. Let not the fuperficial reader ridicule this objeétion 
as frivolous cr pedantic, The.advantages arifing from copi- 
ous vocabularies, when applied to the cultivation of claflical 
‘and philological criticiim, are univerfally acknowleged by 
men of folid learning... Scholars of this defcription will agree 
with us, that the index.of Seber. has eventually contributed 
more, towards the iljuftration of Homer’s language than almoft 
any one of his;mumerous commentators... Works of this-na- 
sture, though defpifed, as it fhould feem, only becaufe they 
are laborious, are the fources from which verbal criticifm will 
Vor. LX. Fuly, 1785. E mot 














ge  Rewth’s Elstonis, Buthydemuset Cargiag. 
amok \fecurely draw| its materials, thofe, materials which, the 
fagidio usm arrogance ofp genius. condefcends ; indeed, to appro- 
-priate, shot without -de' gniag: tovown: the obligation.» We will 
edd) thavifaverbal imdex: beqwu/efil ah editions. of. claffical 
aathorstin general) it ‘isieuén, pecefary in thofecof the ancient 
‘philofophers.’’ ‘One’ of ‘the great’ difficulties which’ attends 
‘the ‘ftudy of the Greek : hitofophy atifes from the neceffity nat 
Caly of dittinguifhine ihe’ ferce of Words, as ufed by writers of 
different {chools, but of ‘afcertainine the peCuliar fenfe whith 
any fingle author has afixed to them, It is true, that in dif- 
ferent initances this difcrimination is more or lefs neceflary, and 
* perhaps. the,dialogues felected. by ,Ms, Routh may afford lefs 
fcope for it shan fome,.other, warks,ef Plato.. However, we 
cannot. retract our objection. On-the contrary, we think it 
has the more weight for a reafon before hinted at. We mutt 
#éséat, that Mr. Rowth’s “notes ‘are not;,in our qpinion,’ fat 
fitien tly philological ; ‘the want of an index will therefore ‘be 
Re more Yeverély felt by his feaders, who may conceive,’ that 
What he did not think ‘ft to do himfelf, he fhould at leah have 


i S20) ee . by sabre Aisite LASS 
énabled them in fome meafure to fupply. 
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spaefent the,: public, with, fome, fpecimen of his tyle, and mane 
Mey As.acommentators. We have therefore felected the follow- 
stig note, : which, we prefume, wall convey, to. our readers, no 
unfavourable !ideas) Gf our author’s Jaborieus ‘induftry in.col- 
-Fe@ing hiftorical'information. , 20s 

OOP. gan. a- Acyitee] Archelaus, de cujus facinoribus hic 
: ufe egitur, haud puram putam erat {celus, five, ut Ioquuntur, 
“nulla virtute redemptus. “ Regnum enim Macedonicum, tite 
~Thucydide, L.'2,"c.'106, p. 164, Ed. Dukeri,” ornatiu§ atqite 
prtecuts reddidit ; “et literas Titeratofgue hOmines tanto: favore 


w 3d Z oe wd : | iJ be BR. t . i ix ; 1S a 7 Pes | 
_ugln juftice to Mr, Routh, we deemed it incumbent eit us to 


rofecutus eft; ut niulros vitos Tnvenio toe dodrins iakres - 
' iberall holpitto exciperet ; in quibus ? fe-etar Furipides? Vide 
Elian. Var. Hit? 2,) 24213545 ScholAriteph. in Ranas, 'y. 
"Se, et Suid. id vi Bepedie!! “Into ab“Atheheo Platoni' vitio 
anti quod Arthelanm hoc dialopo fuyilfaverit, quia, Speu- 
fippo teftante, Giteale- Plato huic teg? erat. L. 11, ¢, 15, pe 

é6 E, . Socrates vero, cum Archelaus eum “ad “fe vocaret, te- 
cofaffe dicitur, ea gratia, it mihi quidem videtur, quia voca- 
‘torem ipfum, ut ex A@liani V. Fe 14,17, ‘conftat, parvi habe- 
iret. Mee fententie favene Laértii vertia in Vit.'Socr. L. 2, 
‘Segm. 25; confer autem caafas alias afferentes Ariftor. Rhet. 
“2, 14, Senccam De’ Benéficiis '§, 6, et Antoninum imperat'De 
‘Seéipfo, 11, § 22, qui Perdicce’tamen nomen, ‘non Archelai, 
habet. Tandém gpreetcge oemscuveigen orm a cinedo fro 
occifus. Platoin Alcib. pofteriori §..5, Fd: ‘Etwall.” Arittot, 
L.5, Polit. c. 10, p. 404 Ed. Duval. Athan. V. H. 8, pee 
‘ ‘ te t ’ 
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Diod. Sie, Li '/4)'€! 379 'p. 671 Ed. Welfeling. qui interfetum 
Aychelaim narrat ‘archonte’Lachetey hot eftp anno primo Olyaip. 
93) eodem, qudimortuus eft Socrates; Sed: ante Socratem pe- 
riiffe videtur; quilde Arthelaotanquam tuperwire idefuncoije- 
quitur tam ‘in: Theage -pi.124 D; quam in. Aleib. 2ndo, loc. 
jam citat, Quot autem annos. Macedonia regnaverit, interjanc- 
tores.non.conyenit, cum; valde incerta fit Macedonicorum.ne- 
gum fuccefio. Sine igitur; ut tabella fequens, quod in hac, 
re verifimillimum videtur, facili ratione demonftrer. ae 
‘Ultima qua fit mentio de Perdicca, Macedénum rege et 
Archelai patre, pertiner ‘ad’ 3 ae Geek 


| Olympiadis QT: Te 
Prima Archelai regis mentio, POU Aglaia? 
Difputatio bee Socratis cum’Gorgia,’ ™ ' 93, qe 
Alcibiadis interritas, \ : » PQUBTD Leta hae 
Archelai.et Socratis mortes, , Ogwet arlr end. 


Ex. hac.temporym notatione.in primis patet, fibi ingonftantem 
efle. Didoram Siculum, feptem. tantum .annos,Archelalregnpp 
afignantem, quem ipfe Pydnam occupaffe, {cribit Olympiadis o2 
anno.tertio, atque obiifle. Olymp. 95 anno primo, quod ahno- 
rum decem intervallum eit. Confer L. 13,.¢-.49, p.,579, et 
L. 14,°¢. 37, p. 671. Hic autem alter Diodori Iccus corruptus 
vidétur, etfi nonnullis viris doifimis fucum fecerit; ut ‘Cafau- 
bond & Baylio.—Deinde-hinc vetifimilis videtur Syticefli tortie 
putatio in Chronograph: pagg. 262 et 263 annos quatuordetciiti 
Archelaio tribuens; quod piacuiile.video.Dionyfio: etaviaiDe 
Doct. Temp.. Parte 2,--p. 849,. et. Hen.’ Dodwelloin Apparatu 
ad annales Thucydidzos p. 18, et in. Annalibus.p.igg so quods 
que, fi verum fit, initium regni Archelai ad, Olymp, gt annum 
tertium refert. Non enim cum guibufdam regnum ejus ad_mul- 
to plures annos dilatandum effe, ex eo, patet> quod Perdiccas 
regis nomen in anno primo Olymp. gi apud ‘Thucydidem, {ei- 
JicermL. 6, ¢. 75. p. 3829, occurrat—'Lertio Hine conftat,” srovine 
eyaptopole teneri Platonem, qui in Alcib, pofleriori, §/->5; So 
cratem cum Aicibiadede Archelai cede loquentein Induxic, coat 
ipfe Alcibiades quatuor ante annos occifus effet Poilremp cals 
digendan edt, annorum,, plus. minus novem, interyall m, figs 
Jater,initmm. regna,Archélal, quando facmora boc rien me- 
morata 2b eo patrata funt, et tempus, quo habitam fuille hance 
um Gorgia dilputationem jam dupra ofiendi ad p. 30. ttague 
verba ila Pletonis, txbes var meanr yeyoveTe, 1D Jatiorein folitos eR 
fum. accipienda funt. ‘* Voces alla, muper, esl, ac fmiles, 
nullius certi’ temporis” ‘ut notat, Cafaubonus ad Athengum 
*< difcriminationem habent;. {unt enim xv poe vi, et ad ariguid 
femper seferuntur, .Itaque modo brevias, mouo Jongius tempts 
defignant.” Animady.ip.384. Refpectu igitur caraier weaypaler 
(hec.Platonis verba proxiane antecedunt) .heri et nuper accidiiie 
tes ile dici poterants’ - : 2 Vis 
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au ith rr 1 ood dio: ps ee § hg ee) i t3V i U SIS: to, 
Fhe Elen a Euclid, with Diffrtatons, Jatcnded to affift ana 
laateirag te critical “Examination of théfe Blenttiits? ts the shoft 
/ iad Means of ‘eftablifoing- a jufter Tape upon Métbthabicak 
bjedts thay ibat wich arprefent prevaili®’ By James Wil 
£ sdoael MPA? Felhvs og pong ree” — * te. 
105 6A 7H Boards Eimflye so a p 
‘hes Blements of Euclid have ‘rectived. the united appro-' 
bation - of mathematicians. for: ‘more than two .thoufand 
years } and, netwithftanding all’the improvements of the mo- 
detns; in other branches of {cience, this excellent old Gre- 
ejin Till maintains his ground, and is.yet without a rival. In: 
ulf human produétions, however, there muft be fome blemifhes, 
and éven’ Beeld himfelf i is not without them. His theory of 
pardlicr’ lines, the‘ doétrine of proportion, and many, other 
Sin sin the Elements, particularly i in the twelfth book, are 
ie its Aertpaiane amendments, _Profeffor Simfon, with, 
se Pd of a ‘profeffed admirer, laces all the i inaccuracy 
* falfe ikorie which he finds i in: this-work to the account 
nfkilful ‘editors ; but,.we are inclined to think, from many 
Si diane which might be adduced, that the proofs he 
qa $ in, upp oft of this opinion’ are, frequently sa endicke, 
Euclid wis not infallible; and.thereforey; whether the faults: 
belong “to him, ‘or to his-commentators, .is but -of little im- 
portance’ they are! ftrll faults, ' and, for that reafon; ought. ta- 
be :retneved: from awork; whieh. ‘im other refpe@s, is the ftand- 
ard: of fection: . 
Sender by his critical” attention, and ‘intimate knowlege 
aft che fubjeer; has, itis true, done moré towards eftablifhing 
the Elements upon a folid foundation, than. fill: the reft of the 
¢omimentators, But, in‘our o nion, eit is fill 3 room ph 
thuch ufeful emendation; and eh the pref ent ‘editor purtued 
this plan; he would have rendered effential. Service. to..the "Ag 
ence. he profefles to elucidate... This.objeét,, hawever, ‘has ¢n- 
gaged but little of Mr. Williamfon’s attention. His defer- 
€nce for Euclid.is fo great, that hehas even préferved all his 
Outs-and. therefores with the meft ‘fcrupulons exactnefs.» Phe 
gatb in which he has drefled hint is*of the ‘fifteenth century,. 
and his commentariés are frequently as’ unprofitable, quaint, 
and endlefs as old John ‘Dee's mathematical preface. '* 1 
conid, fays he, have improved my. ftile very much; but it 
feems to. anfwer my purpofe better in its,prefent form 3 for I 
write not to, make. people read, but ta, make them think’ ? 
What the advantages may be that arife from the thinking up- 
en a fybject without reading, we will not pretend to determine; 
ifeme attention to language and perfpicuity is generally 
7 con- 














Williamfon’s Elements of Euclid. 53 


eonfidered as a very neceflary article in moft books of inftruc- 
tion. OMSIRT giaorinsiolsch Atacp Thilo Yo 2th x sd' 
‘This work appears to. be.a literal tran {lation from the, Greek 
of Grynzus’s edition 153355, and, Mr. Williamfon'y determia- 
ed refolution of exprefling every.aaam, epa, On, de, &c.,.in.the 
original, has led. him>into. many .needlefs. repetitions, and) a 
hatth difagreeable prolixity. The, continual occurrence ,of 
But, avbyreferts HErYfor ts Str tainly, Ber 1898 thG Vanans st 
Aceon which muft be appropriated to them, together wit 
the confufed orderin which the,feveral parts of the demonttra- 
tions.are placed, to which may be added the careleffnefs of his. 
punttuation, render many ef the propofitions extremely.con-. 
fufed, and fcarcely intelligible. Concifenefs may admit ‘Of 
fome palliation for obfcurity, but prolixity of none; je revs. 
effe laboro, obfcurus fio,’ fays the poet; but our editor may. 
fay, ‘ Longus effe laboro, ‘valde obfcprus fie” 
Asa proof that this cenfure is not ilhberal, or without 
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foundation, we thall prefent our readers with, the. .followi 
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{pecimen, indifcriminately taken from. the firft book, ‘The 
' figure may. be feen in any edition of the Elementa. .,.,. ¥,, 
.- Prop. XXIV. If two triangles have the two fides equal te 
the fw0 fides, each’ to each, but have the angle greater than 
the anghithe angle cotitamad by ‘the equal ftraight lines = 
alfo they will ‘have the'bafe greater than'the bafe 7 808" 
s Bet there be'two triangles ‘the triangles ABC, DER hays 
ing the two fides AB, AC equal tothe wwo' fides DE, DF) each 
t@eath; AB to:DE, and AC to DF; but ler an angle the 
angle contained by BAC be greater than the angle contained 
by. EDF ; I fay that the bafe BC is greater, than the bafe BP. 
“ For becaule the angle BAC is greater than;the angle EDR, 
let there be made, with the ftraight jine DE and at the point:D.ia 
it, the angle EDG equal to the angle BAC; ‘and Jet DG be 
amade equal (by prop. 3.), to either of thé lines AC, DF; and 
FeUGE) GFBe joined. ce yee 
(¢ Since therefore “AB is-equal to DE and’ AB to DG} cer 
tainly the two BA,. AO are equal tothe twokD, DG} tach td 
exch and the angle:BAC ‘is equal (by ¢onft.) to EDG there 
forelthe:bafe BC issequal:tothe bafe EG. Again becaufe DG 
isiequal-to, DF, the angle DFG is ¢qual (by prop.\c.} to the 
angle DGF ; therefore the.angle DFG is greater than theiatigle 
EGF; therefore the angle EFG is greater by much than ithe 
angle EGF ; and becaufe there isa triangle, the triangle). B 
having the angle EFG greater than the angle EGF ;, buriby 
prop. 19.) the greater fide is extended under the greater angles 
therefore the fide EG is greater than EF: and kG is equal ‘to 
BC' (by part, 12< of zhis props) 5 wherefore alfo BC is greater 


than BF. ; ; | g 
Dat i, E43 gnsibssi sod “Where 
,! : : >? is Soe'? 
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54 » Phe' Progrefsof Rowiance. 
yc & Wherefore if two, tiiangles have the,two-fides equal.to the 
etwo fides, each, to.each,, and haye the angle greater than the 
angle, the. angle. contained by the equal ftraight:lines; they 
> will alfo have the bafe greater than the bafe, Which was to be 
es ne an 
_..,,ésbout a hundred and twenty pases of this performance’ dre 
filled with’ dire@ions tothe “ftudent, and obfervations” upon 
various parts of his author, which ‘are frequently fo'Tittle’to 
the purpofé, that a particular account of ‘them would be uh- 
neceflary ;efpecially as Mr. ‘Wiltiamfon himfelf’* affirms ‘that 
an author who writes upon fubjects “of fcience may’ find’ it 
often by no means convenient to deliver himfeJf in fuch a man- 
er as to be always intelligible even to thofe whom he would 


i@ptis 4° = & ; 
with to have for readers.’ f 





6 Gbe Progrefsof Romance, through Times, Countries, and. Man- 
990) mersen, Two Kolumes. 8vo..-5s. fewed. Robinfon, 

HIG fubje@ has been frequently examined, «when: it :hasioc- 
“curred in larger works ; but, asa part. only of a whole, it has 
“hot probably” been '‘confidered’ with the attention which itde- 
“Serves.” The ‘romances of ‘the fixteentho and feventeenth cen- 
“taries “have ‘beéh fo often the ‘obje@s of ridicdle, thatoau- 
‘thors have‘ common}y decided ‘without’ reading, and ‘rejedted 
‘without examination ;' and almoft every work, under the fame 
‘title, ‘Has funk into equal contempt... It) was in vain to lead 


i 
Pi 


“the feadet'tothefe forgotten fables, by telling them that they’ 


“weré orice the fources of entertainment tothe gay, the witty, 
Cand ‘even to the learned; that ‘from: this fire Milton: fre- 
quently kindled his torch,’ ‘and {cattered light and flame into 
Metaphyfical difquifitions; ‘or-auftere complaints; ‘that from 
this fource he frequently threw. an’ additional daftreonreven 
his own fplendid imagery.’- Thefeand all other: arguments 
will fail, for the: torrent which has changed its fource will pur- 
fue it in fpite of haman efforts, :*\ | yi Ct 

The author of the two little Volumes before ws feems to be bet. 
ter acquainted with thef antiquated “hiftories, than her prede- 
ceffors in the fame department. ‘Her views aré tmoré general and 
extenfive: fhe purfues the whale train of ideal adventurers, col- 
Jets them into groupes, and examines their pretenfions. In, 
this tract fhe fometimes feems to trefpafs on what’ the’claffical 
enthufiaft will call holy ground; for fhe dares, ‘fhe boldly 
dares, to infinuate, that the IHad and the: Odyffey ‘are’ only 

romances. Let us examine this fubjed. BS : 
“Dr. Johnfon calls aromance *'a military fableiof the middle 
ages; a tale of wild adventures of war and love,’»-This'is 
| i : cers 


















we Pag res of Ramlince. 335 
certainly the Digemiviiel we conimonly afizitoiromaneé ;° but 
‘it will be ‘obvious: ‘that; Tf im ‘tne! earlier ‘ periods; -we firid tales 


equally wild ptansatding fiinitar HaveH A ee we mot dtot "ex- 


clade thei from this Cts “TRIE WAP den dations 


the, definition, of ,our. anspor Vis La. fabulous, itoiy oF” 


actions as are common! y ‘aeribed | to heroes, or,men ‘Of: inthe . 
ordinary, courage and. abilities, T hough. ‘there be nothin 

objed.to the. defcription, it is obvioully too extenfive } for it 
includes» the epic poems, a igh, though, they. ‘are artanoed 
under a feemingly unexceptiona ble defini tion, are certainly not 
included in the “original. idea. The error is in the attempt to 
define what, will not bect to be limited. “From the Ainéid, 


~ the moft judicious and refpectable form of the epos, to tlic mbt 


incredible romance, there are fo many fhades, difering in-a 
manner f{carcely perceptible, that we can fix at no one point. 
Tt is the fame in ‘the-varying forms. and fubQiong;: betwee? a 
man and an oyiler,“yet: they, ought.noe td be arranged toge- 
ther ; from the.vegetable, | upward, to, the, anpmal, , and eee 
ward to the mineral..kingdome . In. fact,.ovhen; kngwlegk i 

extended, definitions, dre mo meres ;At-may, be, jatked,.. as, we 
chave: net objected to, the definition, which. OME, “auchor, hassa- 
udopted, .why we will motdinclude the, epic pocm.jn,.a clafs fo 
réfpectable as) this: wilh bein fuch circumftances ? Eor. this.rea- 


fot > that when: we:make our; limits foextenfive, .we deftroy 
batheirnufe ; we blend the moi, difimilarobjectts, not only. difi- 
@mailarsin form» and,appearance, but,in,their constituent parts 


and effects, » Romances, exem-in.a | more , limized. view,.,.are 


-o¢ertainly/not: peculianto, the midde,.ages 5; we haye formerly 


hinted, that the, Life, of, Thefens by,Platar¢h is trikingly, of 
this kiad ; am poetny, the Argonantics of Apollonius is a péer- 


-foymanceinot very) different ; arely thefe,ought not to be, cone 
foamed with ht liad ate the Zneid,, .,, OF dogs, 


H 0 9tWOl 2379233 abn iw tithe;valued file 
Diftingwithes the fvift the flow, and fubtle, 
Thefoufekeeper, thé hunter; every one 
Accotding tothe gift which bountegus nature 
Hath in him, clofed ; whereby he does receive 
Particular addition, from the bill 
That writes them-all alike’ - 

If we were obliged)to point out any difcrimination between 
fome of thefe, hiftories .more ngenly refembling ee ‘s, and the 
epics themfelses, sit, would, he thé condpét of the tory. The 
fubje& isa fingle one, and, the condyét of it relates to that on- 
dy. The Rory ig taken; ap.at the middle, at the part which 
is connected with the defign ; and, when it is accomplithed, 
Suddenly breaks off, A modern performance, in its ptogréfs 
a 4 re 




















56. The. Progrefr of Romance. 


refembling the epic, and>in foe. of sits srerarg ee is 
De Solis’ Conquett of 'Mexito. ° it 19v0 
8 Perhaps we have already” fad 00 long “on: the ‘threthotd s 

Cour aathor’s’ opinion came in'a delifive: ‘queftionable thape: 

If Was ‘worth examining ; atid, if not trué,' worth refuting, 
He urfuing the fubject, this fancied analogy feems to have 
milled the enquirer, We allow ‘that there is often a ftriking 
refemblance between works of high and low eftimation ; but 
thé refemblance i$ jn fore triffiie points : thofe who have read 
_ the Odyffey, and the Adventures of Sinbad the Sailor, cai: 
not certainly perceive’ it im any great degree. Both authors 
undoubtedly poffefs bold imaginations, ‘the adventures of each 
aré ‘marvellous,’ atid the characters various; but the fame re- 
femblance will occur between the’ Arabian Nights Entertain- 

mines and the plays of Shak{peare: fhould thefe very diffe- 

it’Rinds of compofition be on this account confounded? __ 

aire, author begins with the early romances, which are prine. 

‘cipally, thofe.of..the modern Greeks,. and continues her, hiftory 
thrpugh the middle,.ages, to the.clofe of the year 1770. In 
feany telpects, this: hiftory is« litthe more than a catalogues 
the, decifionswaré fometimes jaf and candid ; -but wecannot: 
obferve in them ary deep difcernmenht, or very accarate’ dif 
crimination! Thée-catalogue is mo perfe& in the earlier pet 
riéds» TPhe‘authér is often deficient im determining even thé 
moral tendency of different works ; the frequently feems to des 
cide from common report. 

="We fhall infert a fhort getegce of Cervantes, which we fear 
is jut, 

‘ The paffion for thefe books, (viz. romances) was in fome 
degree checked ; but.it was not eradicated.+—Phere: is’ good 


sd to believe, that even Cervantes himfelf, was not cured 
Of it 
© Hort, Nay, if you animadvert upon eevatiane, I_ know 
not what to fay :—=but I hall expeé proofs of this.aflertion. 
** Euph. U thall prodace them prblencly: —Befides his Gala- 
téa ‘(of which he {peaks with pleafure, and refcues it from the 
condemned books in Don Quixote’s library, and after he had 
written his novels upon a new plan,) he ¢ompofed a ferious ro- 
mance, called Perfiles and Sigifmonda, which rémains extant, 
- a proof againfthim. It is faid: that: he:preferred this to all 
js other works {he compares it with the Aithiopics of Helis — 
odorus, being written in the fame, ftyle and manner. What 
fhall we fay of the man, who had:produced Don’ Quixote, and 
could afterwards write a book of the fame kind as thofe he fa- 
tyfized F May we not conclude’ tat he fill loved them in his 


Rett ? 





¢ Hort, 











Tbe Progre/t of Romante. sy 


65 Fforts Pertitemeto offer:areafow ion hissbehalf, a: reafon 
that makes me figh over the fate of pénius.++Cervantes ! the 
gallant . foldier !—-the, delightful ‘companion !—the charming 
writer!—the pride and beaft of his-coantry.| —Cervantes.wantp, 
‘ed ‘bread.—he wrote this celebrated work in a prifon, and, 
kiiowing the tafte and humour of his countrymen, compoled 
fucha book, as was moft likely to pleafe them, and procure te- 
lief to his mifeties.? — 


‘We fhall fubjoin to. this extrad a judicious defence of the 
author of Eloifa. | 


_ £ Rouffeau faw that the women.on the continent, while maid=; 
ens, paid due refpet.to their honour and character, but as fooa: 
as.they were married they entertained all the world, and.en- 
couraged gallants; of the two evils he thoughta fingle pere 
fon’s indulging a criminal’ paffion, of lefs, pernicious confes. 
quence to fociety, than a married woman. who commits .adul-_ 
tery :— upon this principle he wrote this book.—He puts the 
chara&ter of a woman who encourages lovers after martiage, im 
oppofition to one who having ‘committed the preateft ‘fault ‘bes 
fore marriage, repents, and ’recovets her principles. He’ din’ 
forces the fanctity of the marriage vow, he fets the breach of it 
in alight to fhock every confiderate mind, the thews thatavhere 
it}is broken, nothing but:hatred and difguft fucceeds » the came 
fidence a man fhoaldsplace in his wife, the tendernefs he thould 
fee] for his offspring, is-deftroyed, and nothing remains butijn- 
famy and mifery. ‘oe 3 pit ; a 

‘ Tf Rouffeau inténded by this work to give a check to, this 
fhameful intercourfe of the fexes, fo frequently praétifed onthe 
continént, ‘ttder the fpécious name of gallantry, he is'to be 
commended ; and if it produced effects he did not forefee, hé 
ought to he excnfeds? i 

On the fubje& of Richardfon, we can allow fora ittle Fe 
male partiality ;‘ bet his works~ are’ exalted too extravagantly, 
and thofe of Fielding proportionably depreffed.. Yet, in this 
account of the “*Progrefs of Romance,’. there is {carcely.an 
attempt to deliheate theiterary character of thefe two great 
luminaries of the fyitem, from whofe example .the moft ftrike 
ing variations -have, been, produced... ‘The. .author’s talents 
feem to.have been fo much exhaulted in attempting to. prove 
the abfurd romances ,of the middle ages, to be epic poems, 
that fhe cannot attendi to:a* new creation in the literary world, 
the comic epos, ‘of which Tom °Jones was fo brilliant an ex- 
ample. The fupreme judge of romances fpeaks in this’ man- 
ner of one of its moft fimifhed ornaments. 

* As I confider wit only asa fecondary merit, I] muft beg leave 
to obferve, that his writings are much inferior to Richardfon’s 
in morals and exemplary characters, as they are fuperior in a 

anc 
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pd tearning.- Y ovtig men ‘of warny patfions and not frict prin. 
yuetplésis arevalways deliirous to fhelter themfelves under the fanc- 
1 fgaonr! 208 smixed,charafters,: wherein virtue.is. allowed to be pre- 
ices this light the charaéter,of Tom Jones.is capable 
doing, much, mifchief ;,and for .this.reafon a tranflation of 
this; hook was prohibited J in Frances--On the contrary, no. harm _ 
fn. pofibl y. arile. from the. imitation, of,a_ perfec eharatier, | 
| ‘though the attempt, fhou!d fall short of the original, 
ol -§ Soph, This i i$,an indifputable truth there are many Mie 
_tionable {cenes, i Fielding’s works, whieh I think Hortenfius 
will not defend. 
"© Hort. My objections were i cchanwiber. and your’s are fo 
, dikewife ; as you,haye defended Richer tiee fo. | will defend 
Fielding. —1. allow, there is fome foundation for your remarks, 
“neverthelefs i in all Fielding’s works, virtue has always the fu- 
ity fhe ought tolave, and challenges the honours that-are 
~julllydue-to-her,-the general tenor of them. is-in her favour, 
and it were happy” for us, _ if our language had no greater caufe 
“OF compl aint i imher behalf “o> 
wo Bapd There we wilPapree with’ you.—Have you any fur- 
ther obfervations to make upon Fielding’s writings ? 
3 4Hort, Since you, refer; shis,partvof your tafk to. me} Ewill 
er afew. more remarks,—-Fielding’s Amelia is in. mach lower 
Ens than his Jofeph Andrews, or Tom Jones ; which 
ave ‘both. received the nea of public applaufe.’ 


mV 


To Dr, Smollett, the faircritic is fomewhat more complai- 
«ant: ;,but her account of his novels is.fo very. trifling, that 
“we are almoft ready. to fufpect that fhe has, not, yet,read them. 
 bS) Drv Smollet?s: novels.abound with ~wit:and humour,’ which 

\feme criticsthink issearried, beyond . the !limits of. probability ; 

» all his chasastets darelover: cha: ged, and the has: exhibited fome 
Acenes that.ase noo proper for alb readers 3» but upon, the whole, 

_anis, works'ate of a:moral tendency,+ their-titles are; Roderick 
Random —Peregrine Pickle—Sir Lancelot Greaves+—Fendinand 
‘Count Fathom—-Adven tures of, an) sAtoms—-Many years after 
thefe he gave the public another,: iniing»refpect inferior, andiin 
fome, fuperior.to them all,» called Humphrey Clinker,’ 

ov We have given extraats of vatiouy merit, that the reader thay 
judge for himfelf.” If the'décifion is not in favour of thé work, 
‘We are'at ldaft’cOnfidett that “it 'Ras'not been influenced by'a 
partiality i in ‘the felection. Tts form is that of dialogue ; ; but, 

“as it Is condu ed, it has all the inconyeniencies, without the 

“authority, which would have arifen, from the fentiments ‘having 
a attributed to men) of charafler.and, learning. We shave, 
however, examined this fubje&.at fufficient length i in .a:former 
‘Review. | In: the prefent\inftance, the ceremonies at meeting 
‘and itaking leave, the numerous compliments very: freely: be- 
Rowed, interrupt the fubjeft, and cannot fail to difguft the 

| reader, 

















Effay on the.Lifeand;Cheragter @f Petrarch. 625g 
reader. ; PReshaps: we are .within-boands, when owessemeark, 
that.one half of either dittle!ivolume nwouldvhave held lqvery 
thing which the moft:complaifant. readerumight- have thomght 
dmportant. 20 4 9 FIG 8Y 1A2 fi} i-—-.I NGM a ? 

The Egyptian romance at the'end?is entitled the: Hiftory of 
Charoba Queen of Reypt, and is traly'a literary caridfity.* 

« Iris extraéted ftdm/ a ‘book called The Hiktory of Anciént 
Egypt, accordmg to the’ Traditions of the Atabians.—-Written 
in Arabic, by the Reverend Door Murtadi, the Son, of Ga- 
piphus, the fon of ‘Chatem, the Son of Molfem the Macde- 
fian.—Tranflated into French by M. Vattier, Arabic Profeilor 
‘to Louis 14th King of France.” ae ur 

If the author could ‘find more of thefe'early romances, we 
fhould more readily ‘acknowledge our obligation to hee Chg 
for her imperfect delineation of the progre(s, of thei abjette, 


ib - . Seer 
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Effay on the Life and Chara&er of Petrarch: To subich vere 
added, Sever of his. Sonnets, tranflated, from thertealign, Swvo. 
1s. 64. . Cadell. BIg por oreddrsvistdo tds 

aS he aap very elegant Effay contains a contife relation ‘of the 

ah Teverits of the ‘poet’s' life ;° of a ‘life Hot iftereftin BY a 

difplay of fplendid’ ations,’ or important négociations, But 

from one circiimitahce, Viz. a violent and Tafting paflion. 

Though Petrarch was an ecclefiaftic and ‘a ftatefman, yet we 

ofly ook on the lover of Laura, and ‘the*poet” Condelting 

this famous lady wé ‘have the followin? infortnati6n. tid 
Although in the mnumerable verfesovhich hevcom poféd in 
theiardour of. his paffion, ‘he has expatiated on every feanite of 
his lovely miftrefs,)it ise perhaps impofitble thence*to defcribe 
accurately: either her petfon orsher faceos for the*rapturoas de- 

Scriptionsof aipoet féldom convey accurate or diftin@ ideds. 

Fhe! idea which paintingcohveys of a beautiful form, ‘is muth 

ftrongerand more-complete. By thofe pitturesof Laura, whieh 

ate:faid tovbe genuine, ithe isireprefented:as‘of a fair complex- 
jon, her. hair of aohght colour, -her face»round; with ‘arfinall 
forehead, her cheeks.rather.full, ; She is painted. with her/eyes 
very, much caft down, fo as to appear,almoft,fhut. The ex- 
prefiion of the whole countenance ig that of a very young girl, 
of amiable fimplicity of manners, of much fweetnefs of dif- 
pofition, and extreme bafhfulnefs. The moft ayy modefty 
and referve in her demeanour, feems indeed to have been the 


ftrongeft charatteriltic of ‘the miftrefs of Petrarch. ‘It was this 
quality, which, ‘in the-¢yes of her lover, heightened evéty 
charm of her perfon, and everysaccomplifhment of her miid ; 
and-it is not improbable, that:to this dmgular and ftriking> ae- 
stibute were, owing, (both. the ardor: and: duration of his»af- 
Occ ' $4 rie ew sin ts ell 


The 


fection,’ ali 





s To Effay on the Life and CharaGer of Petrarch. . 


C i Saray J HOv Aes‘ 2 ad. 
: The stincipal part of this little work contains the argu-~ 
rT ee ts : 


eats OF the author fo prove, ‘thar Lativa' wad in tedlity ‘never 
tried: “Yét it was‘remarkable that ‘Laura de Sade fhould 
have died, on the fame year with the Laura of Petrarch, and 
that the tomb, of the latter.fhould have, been in the fame.cha- 
pel ,with that of the fonmer.;,.We ought, however, to add, that 
the plague'was epidemic im (that ‘year; and more than one 
Laura may be fuppofed to ‘have ‘died ofsit; as well as that. 

he chapel feems not to, haye, been, appropriated to, the houfe 
of Sade only, ; Qn \the other,hand, Petrarch always gloried 
im _his affe€tion as a merit rather than,a crime: it was never 


confidered, even.in the fuppofed converfation. with St. Au- 


guftin, where every argument Js employed to wean him from 
it, as an improper attachment : he wh to have had at. 
timés accefs to his miftrefs; to have received fome little en- 
yarapements, the flender food en which love is fometimes 
SeeRORted cand we never hear.of a jealous hufband, or of ag 

andiicreet familiarity. 
.,$ The laft argument adya 
{viz. Memoires pour la Vie de Petrarque), which he gives as ia 
@ manner conclufive upon this point, is the explanation of the 
in word ptbs Having candidly,enough acknowledged that all 
the preceding arguments amount only to, conjectures, the au- 
thor might Certamly. have included the laft,, with equal propri- 
ety, under the fame denomination. His interpretation of the 
word prhs,, pariubus, is certainly, nothing more than a conjec- 
ture; to fupport which we have only his own opinion, and 
that of mefirs, Caperonnier, Boudot, and Bejot, of the king’s 
library. Bat, in,oppofition to their opinion, we have. that of 
all the editors of the works of Petrarch. it will not be denied 
that the earlieft of thefe editors, who lived’at no great diftance 
of time from the age of Petrarch, were much better able to 
read the manufcripts of that age, ‘and-to ‘interpret°their abbre- 
wiations, than/the critics of the eighteeath century.“ But with 
segard to this abbreviation; the'author of the Mémoires 4s far 
from afferting’that all the manuferipts of Petrarch contain the 
words fo written, or that 'thofe which he mentions are the. moft 
ancient. He mentions only two; fo that-we may reafenably 
conclude that all the other manufcripts, of which the author’s 
zeal upon this fubjeé&t would lead him to examine a great num- 
ber, muf bear the word written at fulldength, perturdationibus 5 
and many of thefe were, perhaps, prior in date to thofe which 
he mentions. Even of thofe:two, it is probable, from: their 
coincidence in fo. uncommon an abbreviation, that the one mult 
haye been copied from the other, At the belt, therefore, the 
argument comes, to.this point.;. among all the ancient. franne. 
paniuchisie Dialogues of Petrarch, there are two which write 
he word stds, the reft write at full length, perturbationibus. Hee 
s0r¢e 


e 


need by the author in the. Mémoires 





















fore any conjectural interpretation of this word, different frong, 
the other manufcripts, ‘can ‘be, allowed, it “muit, in the Eck 
place, be proved that thefe two manufcripts are the moft an-. 
cient of ‘all’; ‘and'that ‘the eit ‘have only ‘given ‘interpretations. 
of the contraétién 2 bur this is hot attempted ; and the hance 
that thefe maniferipts: are’ tot’ thé°mof ancient, is inthe 
proportion of twote albothé other manuferipts: of the: fame 
work exifting ;:perhaps twolhundred? bo)}oq 41! 7 


We think ‘thefel\ waded 16° the vther argunients, entirely 


> So 25 nNwS J Ded sis dL aad ao 01 > 
Butt"; Verfifcation of Yaiab. 6t 


détifive; and we fhallagree with the 2vthor-that 


«The arguments produced by the author of the Mémoires,. 
are totally infufficient to fupport his hypothefis ; which is ititt 
futther difcredited, if ‘not direétly confuted, by “the i avehnae 
evidence arifing fromthe works of ‘the poet himfelf.? a 

‘The Sonnets are tranflated with confiderable elégance. The 
author ‘has, only felected the forty-eighth, one hundred and, 
thirty-fecond, two hundred and twelfth, two hundred and 
fifty-firl, two hundred and fixtieth, two'hundréd and fixty- 
firft,; and the two hundredand feventieth. “We thal! fadilcnibe 
the one handred and thirty-fecond. mare 


0) SHor, che l ciel, oe la terra, et vento tate, &ee 
€*Tis now the hour when midnight filence reigns , 
‘Over earth and fea, ' and whifp’ring zephyr dies ee 
Withia his ‘rocky ‘cell, and Morpheus chains)” . 
> Each beaft that roams the wood, and bird'that wings thé 
tkies: eX ” 
© More bleft thofe rangers.of the earth and air, ae 
Whom night a while relieves from 'toil-and pain: _ |», 
Condemn’d to tears, and fighs, and waiting care, : 
To.me-the circling fun defcends in vain ! | 
‘ Ah.me.! that.mingling miferies and joys, 
, : Too near allied, sfrom, one fad, fountain, flow ; 
The magicihand that, comforts and annoys, 
Can: hope and fell defpair,. and life and, death beftiow ! 
Too great the blifs,to And in-death relief, 
Fate has not yet fill’d up the meafure,of my grief.’ 


“4 
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Yfaiah.verfified. By George| Butts, Gler. A. My ve 55s ini Beards: 
7 Cadell. re 


“edieg prefatory addefs opens with a thort, but warm encomium 
"on the prophetic writings of Ifatah, extratted from ‘Dr. 
Lowth’s Prelections: warm, however, and animated as‘ir is; We 
prefume not to arraigt its juftice, though ‘we’ venture to ¢on- 
demn the ‘high-flown panegyric on ‘poetry’ which immediately 
follows it. —" spot , 


‘ Such, 














b, Bui?’ Poppi of Wiaiah. 
solf Sich; Inanyp years .palléd, owas-the character given of Haiah 
in one of the moft:confommate worksbf. criticifm : an. import. 


ant work indeed, whether we confides, its furferviency.to reli- 
PEPP 9, she Snseaned obits af duuman concern, or its, reference 
ko,poetty, that: highelt, energy of, human, intellect, that nobleft 
i lovelie& expreffion,.of, auman. fentiment.and. paflion, that 
perfection of ,human,, language, ,that,furest embalmer . of 
wiidom for all apes, that art forever diguified by the practiceof 
the. holy. prophets. “ad: by, the folann aud ion .of the divine fpsrit 
itfelf’; in 3 few, words, Has art Wich $an, Gif any can) alone 
ive us the moft perfe&t and ‘attractive image of virtue, and 
with a fort of }Gou-itke factilty’ ipread! before us a fairer order 
of things, “atid "crete “(4s it wer a ‘Rew! ‘heaven: aod a new 
earth to raife our, drooping fpirits.” 


We believe the author would find fine difficalty in proving 
that the prophets. aay’, expisiled tl em{elves poetically, and 
in explaining to our fatist action how ne art itfelf has obtained 
the fanction of the’ ‘divine ‘Spirit. - fe ne latter affertion . is/an 
abfurdity : the former, het underitand him right, a Thittake. 
If he means, that becanfe the prophets | ufed in gencral a poetic 
ftyle, that theréfore . lomething acted 1 is annexed to the nature 
of poetry, the idea is puerile. fe {3 might be proved that ‘there 
is {omething ndble aud diving in prale, and equally {ybfervient 
to religion, by the fine argument; for Chait fpoke,, and his 
apoftles wrote, without ; vy artifigial arrangement of | words, or 
modulation of numbers. n regard to what follows, in the. Pre- 
face, we heartily c« concur with the author j in the praifes' beftowed 
on Dr. Lowth, but m4 not. “equally. agree with him in other 
matters; not fo much that we controvert his'pofitions, as that 
we really do not “corhpréhend them. ‘What connection, for in- 
fiance, can we find, or what meaning colject, from the follow. 
ing ill-forted fentences $ The whole: chain of argumentation, 
if we may call it fo, feems compoied of. broken links of hete- 
rogeneous materials. Ai : 7 < iP 


m1 OW 


‘ The literary. tafte, of, Aa ‘people: muft-in part: be impgted to 
literary principles, and .in.thisjrefpect.we are right or avrong 
not only from: what we,commonly doy. but from. what,we com- 
monly read, from the, habir of ear, Speculations. as.syvelk ; Qs ace 
tions. — To be prejudiced, 8 a, Aifpetition to which.oneis fub- 
ject more than is wiyally {ulpectedsy and, therefore we tog,mucn 
admire as well, as.defpife the. works of .antiguity, overlooking 
the gains ag well as loiies, of time.—Jtis; God+like in many. in- 
ftances to be pleafed with variety, for variety characterifes. the 
works as well as, word, of ;God.—~We, tov, often,condemn. as 
wrong what we fhould rather, fay, we digike,,.and, we. thence 
form theories to. juitify, prejudice, and to. rivet infirmity op the 
mind,, inftead of {uch as would increale its itrength, enlarge 
its. fympathy with whatever excellency, and difpofe it ‘to en- 
courage the advancement of laudable’ things:—The works Of 
mhen, that are now no more, and which are come down to Us 
5 | precious 














But? Kerfifcaive HR LYaiak. $3 
‘precious fronts theofery.fearching , of imanyagesplafigredly de» 
anand the:ftampi of praife from -theoprefendtimes.”) > do patna 

| We are forty to dblerve that? in’tod ThMhy other placed where 
the author aims at ‘being argumentaties she’betomes*ab arules 
and where he attempts an elevation of ‘ftyle; he degenerates inté 
bomnbatt. As'a fpeertien of his'poetical' abilities we fhall give 

Ais verfion of, the feven' fr verfes' of the fidty-third ‘chapter, 
which» contains the’ ‘remarkable predittion° of our Sawient’s 
humble appearance on earth, and is probably as-interefting apd 
pathetic a‘paflage!a§ any i the'prophecies/of Tfaiah. oo 


gi. of Who (shall -he;fay);hath our-report'receiv’d? 3! 
5» 4nd unto, whom from. heav’n hath ‘been.reveal’d ... 4, 4, 
Jehovah’s arm ? Behold by mortal eyes, |. er 


Low from the ground he:feem’d a thoot to rife. 
“Pender, ill-rooted in a barren earth,’ >: 


‘Yea of a.mean prefentment from his birth. : 
In him nor air nor form majeftic move ~ Hi 
Rev’ rence, norall-attractive beanty love. tt 


 Defpis’d, and. to rejeGing fcorn'a prey, — wipe 
As one that had net where ‘his head to lay, +O 

Held in th’ account of poverty’s wort fate — 
As fhame-funk, woesbegone, and defolate,; © 


A man indeed of fuch fupremeft grief + 
As feem’d to human fight beyond relief,’ | ee 
He was defpis’d, he was upon our fcorn ". * 

Caft; yet our frailties all hath kindfy borne. ©“ 
But though our forrows have his burthen, been, ie 2 

Still in our feorn as jultly ftricken feen a | . | 
As troubled by God’s felf and fmitten, we 
With cruel cenfure point calamity, (7. . 


Yét not for his offences bat our own | 

He with his forrows pays our fin’s valt loan; 

For us is wounded, his benign intent’, 

Our peace to purchafe with nis punifhment, 

And with his‘ bruifes heaPus, from our way 

Wand’ring afide as’earelefs fheep'aftray.: - 

Thence hath Jehovah madé on him to fall 

The’ fin-wrought fentence haft’hing on‘ us‘ all,’ 

And from ‘us all exaéted, but his grace’ 

Pow’rful came in impleaded in our ‘place. <_ 

Then as the lamb approaching’ flagghter’s hand, 

And as the fheep before the fiiccter ftand 

Mute, unrefilting; ‘thus fromi'rev’rence meek 

This gen’rous victim deems it/blame'to‘{peak, ~ 

And yielding filent to the folémn ‘law’ : ‘ 

Deigns on his head ourmortal doom 'to draw.’ 0) "0 
_ The fenfe is here fufficiently  dilased ; but, we apprehend, the: 
{pire aad pathos of the original proportionably diminithed. In. 

+ Teh ise e Cawndia witee te, 
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‘i ited mariner, and 
d_ recommend to 


confequently’. 
him in any future 
profes and to can 


Mbelard to Eloifa:: an E piles Wirl ase ‘Arco unt, of “phedet ite! 
. and References to thitr Otiginal sGernelpondentes Small Sen. 64. 
Dilly. r inw besloow e4tstyay 


HIS Epiftlé? ‘6 rattan te ibe OF ey dagipeh 00 if a fmall 
poeriiat col feQHon;: ‘oF With we'gavefome adcéunt, vol. 

lvii. p. 5% Tt is now alrered-and corifide enlarged. We then 
took notice that‘ é author,’ * confidered as‘ an imitatory not a 
rival, of Popt;’ ‘dppeared in ‘arrefpeftable light ;? and we ob- 
ferve, with. pleafure; thatthe prefeat: poem approaches ftill 
nearer to ae authors'tn prateand harmony. As our firt opi- 
nion was givéhwithoat'any quotation to »eftabliffr: its Fultice, 
we fhall fubmit’ the folowing” in Vindication of our fentiments. 
The firtt Hnes'alltde’ to the abbey-of Se. Gildas, in Britanny, 
from whence Abelafd’s ‘epiffléssare faiduto “be written): The 
concluding ones? whith: defcribeshisdormer affeion®as re- 
kindled at the name of El6ifay anixed withorhe enthufiaftic fen- 
timents his fit¥ation Would’ ha cea be ee BEI? ito pros 
duce, are truly beadtifal.” 


‘ Miftaking man ! i% InaRke Tw fhades to Bind A 
The.charms 5m full the lon: g-impaihon’d mind ; 
Or dreams the cloifter’d gel! tote fetire 
From,gommon woes that alt ‘his race’ endure. 

‘ Ye naked hills, undle(ed by ratare’s care!” 

Ye vales, uriconfcious ‘of ‘the’ Lbburin fhiré, * 
Stretch’d many,a leagie,’ Ae a pin to the day 
The thaggy tenant fecks a diftant rey’! 
Unfightly cliffs, within whofe ef eae ey isa Ee 
Her talon’d young the feréamin uh “hides ?* * 

. Ye feas, that round yon rocky netir"a rower hy 
With ileeplefs fury vex the’ er ht fdas?" ate 
In your defpite an abfent world retain’ “* 08 
Her joylefs flaves in fablundry ‘Chains, °° a ; 
Or grofs,debauch, 4 Sg fot ‘combines °* * 
To check remorfe, an yeas rect divittes’ — 
For as the maniac, inh foldta’Eett rhs 
Will-oft on: any "d thtones ‘an te dwell’; as 
So thefe fad Sailde Routt the Wotiai 
As falfely rate the’ ‘toys i t seid: separa it 


























‘ In vain. “remonitranée “her feeble aid} 
They {corn the dottring>* afd the guide apbratd.” 
<6 And dare ‘hat hand affume't Ke ator "8" rod ih 
Behold the frontlefs détegare of Godt 
In other climes thyforward ‘zeal | be hivte, 
And preach where Abelard is yet baktiown ; ; 
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Bend o’ér the-babe that carnal ties endear, 








Mbeluril to Elvifa. 
Or pepe hen a 


qn ab ined 


Aba meet the orth j oO st 





The fpoufe tien rakes yt A Apel a 
Her Voice I wear calfs, 91 WA HID bina 
And wavés to. ri Sale Aoecapenetaeedl neg owalbs. eka 


Yet, rita yim cy 5 at r 


he cain Eee de ; 
ec ng * , iyi 
he claiping tana, te fons . 


The head shat dbews-te:mercy’s ie 4 
The glance that mols with charity yee 
The grasefal burt of penirence: forgiven, | e9 
And afpee radian ith aoe one Ul bhoin 
* Nor this bd. 
Heaven’s awful fppufe, ‘a ere tacred. wags st 
Shall earthly patents with preventive fear 


And. fie clone feleRed fromthe ret, .... 

To foothe with pions hopes the finner’s; reat. 
Neglect the tafk by Providence afiign’d, Te 
And-teave the-< reno her foul behind ? 2 Gris 
Eee ners eiven nfo veltal-charge I Ate 
Diffolv’d ih opts. can 

With ene anthems caught throne, ~ 
And, pantt for pice with- ardour atte owns” '* 


That where soe tokae nature, erecta tdees at : 
The li wave | pp hnig ne aE 
The Mack oan at er height ine PU Gg 


That hear e fort-de deigns/to dwdll below's 
And oft while Pefper leads the: ilies throng 


fEtherea e elea ‘trai 
‘ From. ft fobs ike th ae Whee a’s i ES 
y. 











Afpires in hay, gran Bey ‘the pole, 
= every mor ome togreit 
And pce ar ‘e tiate aby with bin ue, 
Say, wiltthoa fhut for, ver Pr of 

Whole wee salen Mey bids shit’ pe 
Nor lift on, hallow’ fiemdly player, 
One tender with to ae ie ylover there ? 

‘ Aud fare when : with infant hold prepar’d 


To -ftay. ¢ morn of ifs we fondly fhar’d, 
Even. i. *s felf could {carcely find to blame, 
So guiltle feem’d the involuntary fame. 

Ing ngenuous arts the,tempting hour beguil” d, 
‘Confenting tafte, a nt fancy fmil’d ; 

Vou. LX. Fulyy 328: F 


Severer 















of MonxtHexy Cauthanocu et. 
« Severer:{ciencenjointd sbsidlooming tains. °. 
oowAnd, Vineue, paus'd atidveisceashantiag: ht 
« Alas d:.that eee i "dis 
., The pureft 1 
Phe aireit dee ‘fat! 
_ Should prompt'the jbred 
as a ad ‘Untoutch’d, 






Seghi in, me ag‘ uL. | Fs. Ne 4 > 


ra send vey to plowls_ 
e’s bafe controul; * 









326i | is’@> -nogiempty ils uly: 3P Pot 4’ s 4H fad 

meals Phir as thou‘ wert; Faint Torigie° A | 

“Phy mental tharnis) diffusa fronger light) ON 3 
And well thowknow* @ abfeRE nad alate) rEg 


In gentle verfe Iimade my ve “a tou, Diet. 
Potent ecg Sa 
Phe carelefs, rs flow! thpras ih es Ming, ‘ 

‘“Nor'once! ideizende FN eure isaparts) >, iT 
"34 ‘Anxides to gain but inet.corrupe: tear 

Yet haply thofe, eondemn’d to lafting fame, .. 

In futdre> ‘fhall:fan dangerous. famed 

To fure deftrat on "$: filkes aete " 

The deftin’ d-victiins: of audifiant age ">. “s aie 

Wick cruel mirth the feorner’s sale, prolongs, vs HES 

And lend new litence toxthe drunkard’s fong. |. 

‘ O treacherous ‘monient;: fhort, and inffcare ee 
O reigg of blifs, tod powerfal toendure!: <{-.>) te 
When firlt we felt from; infant years untry’d - Leet 
Thro’ every nerve the ftings of tranfport glide—( A 

No more with! melting founds divinely clear -. ‘+ 

Thofe tofeate' lips mutt charm thy Jover’s ear ~ >” 

That open frontof ‘anigatéd {now,:*' * ne 

Thofe auburn ringlets taught by love to flow, |, 

The graceful act, in native virtue free, Ay atk 

Defpoil’d-in youth's‘wng natded hont by me—" 

The upbraiding blufh—-the kind relenting eye} = °° 

That fammon’ rd nature; to, returning, Joymsost 9\\\) 

The: faith: which. proffer?d icrowns, had. vainly tay dye 

And fcarce. can heayen with, Abelard Spears wih 

For ever loft—nor ¢an the world re gaan - 

Thofe flattering Pouch shat. hope, pel 1 gia AQ, more,’ 
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MONPRE TORT RE ORE 


P, ie) E TOR Y.. Duly 
* Ae Invocation. to Melancholy. A Pragmeit. 4to. 


pi fubjed of this performance i is capable of high poetical 
imbellifhments, and thé author has fometimes fucceeded in 
their delineation. Like Hotfpur, he * apprehends a world of 
figures,’ but they are not in general properly methodifed, nor 

ace 


& tas 








MontuLy CaraLocus 67 
accurately exprefied. It is'probably the prodaGtion of 4 Young | 


writer; who appears ‘not’ ete i in § ers ‘but we Cannot 
compliment him‘on ‘his* jadgme nt: * 


The War of Wigs, @ a ¢ Ae occa it, biog te zt Fy ia Weft 
__ minfier-Ha i ter 8 Ph a 
‘This poem, relates the., evens of poh ley; Mailed wathout, an 


object, and devermings wk ither seni sar em lace 


commotion in Wefmantt ar oes deems, to 


have fuggelted this , > War wher erjeants, and barrifters 
contend, with little ignity py ee Yer the battle 


gives occafion to, the poet. to: fae ¢ different perfonages, 
in. fmooth and poetic, — often in pointed and well-appro- 
priated language :—this perhaps; is ‘all that: we fhould expect, 
for, as Mr. Bayes oblerves,' ‘ia'plot is-of little ufe but to-bring 
in good tathgs. “We irs felect the concluding lines as.a pipe 
-cimen, ~ 
‘As o’er the, suai Abep when : terpelts tiles ? 
And tofs‘the deafening billows: to'therkies,;) 62 2) -P-- 
Old Ocean’s thonarch,; whale the.tumult raves, ., : 
Lifts his calm, head, and, chides-his angry. waves, 
~ Sudden the clamor.of the:de¢p fubSides, » «45! 5.9. 
As Neptune ftills the arise efounig tides: . 
Thus rag’d the war,. an d thus the, attle bled,.... «), 
When M—sf——d rais’d his venezable heads sy 
And hufh’d the form. “M—st---d,. in whom appears 
New force.of genius in decline of } years : - 
Whom Law and Learning’s various atts attend, 
Aftrea’s favorite, and Apollo’s frignd, 
O bleft with all that greatnefs-‘can renowns,< ) - © 
The claflic laurel, and the civic crown } 
Whofe facred, honors. ev’a ip déath-thall bloom, »- 
And future ages blefs the: {weet perfume.’ ....’ ) 


fn Epiftle from the Rew: William’ Mi x'to the Right Hon, W'il- 
liam.P itt, Chantelior of the Exchequer ; petitioning’ for we wa- 
cant Laureatippipi “Ato.” 6d. ~ Dilly. 


The report, whether true or falfe,, that Mr. M—2n was 
lately a dufttdate forthe laureatefhip, has given ‘rife to this 
picce of ridicule; the author.of which likewife_has perce fo 
far unfuccefsful as greatly to fail in the imitation of thar inge- 
nious’gentleman’s ;ftyle and, manner, 


Aan Epifile from Fobn Lord Afbburton, in in the Shacies, to the Right 
Hon. William Pitt inthe Sunfbine. 4to. .2s. Murray. 
A political, doggrel, unpoetic production ;. in which the au- 
thor, to fupply the want of wit, has been profufe of fcurrility. 


The Stone Coffin; ; Yr, a New Way of making Love. 49. 156 
Cattermoui. | 

The fubje&t,,of this author’s poetry. feems to have a fympa- 
thetic connection with his genius ; for we never read any thing 


- that deferves more to be duried in oblivion. 
F 2 ; Poeticc! 
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\ Poetical Trifles. % Edward Trap Pilgrim, Efq: Small 80. 
63 > 9 Bz $4, Debrett... . 

"Thefe Tides ag are rather calculated to rat € in a new{paper, 
than for a ri soe a — the atithor’s faittie may fecurely 
reft. ° Some * Sh ay ight, etary and’ phealtng 23 eed 
trifling and — Who? write ‘Gn ° teniporary fubjecs 
moaftsne malady oles thet, en the cuss pera of 
sie follies tihish they celebrate or fatitife. | 
Memirs of Sir Sinn Sip Member fo Raber’. Sv0. 15. 6a: 

jabed aap Ieee 602. 

«<The. author, has acted, injudicioully.. by semindin us.of the 
ir and upimitated.New Bath. Guide. Thel Memoirs 
emble, it ;. but, maul be, arranged ata. great diftance from 
monk of Me fey.» they .pofleds. feyy traits. of. humour, 
litle knowlege. bit nature, and faint {parks only...of 
poetic fire. The two following ftanzas, part,.of the .remon- 
ftrance of a condemned oak, epee mott highly finithed lines. 


‘ Hold suthilefs ‘peafant.l thy lifted.arm, 
Nor’ Foe Sirhan ag rind. divide s 
Ab ! let.my hoary.age shy)pity warm! |. 
Nor dare to pierce my venerable fide,. . aiden 
* Thy axe -has‘echoed through the fértile meats, 
Te diftant 'vablies 'fpread wild Havock'o’er ; 
An@ thorn the mountains of their me 4 heads 
From yon tall :andnfioh to the peer ee ing-thore.’ 


Of the othér’ arts, a bei sccighee ch ‘the levee is by 
far the beft ; ‘ine of it’as a fpe- 
cimen. ‘ 


iol se io gs aeatere contend, 
For the honour to Ou. my ‘Intimate 
*< Dearfir; “you're a. pitta of Foek td-our et 2 
ji dbhope:jou: left all at the Grove well and, heastnsic} 4G 
>.» For your'welfare,, believe, me, «my, wilhes,are.fervent,, 
sco) And never.can change-—colonel Catter, your fervant,! 
So “This vifitis kind! my dear:colonel your hand 5. 
») , Pm heartily: forry—that vacant command , 
Ai Pes firange, very, ftrange; that the,, BERK fhould referfe t 
» Batiwe foon thall.cut.dne a mew gap.in the blues, 
:Mhich none-but yourfelfy: my dear colonel, fiall "fill; 
If my voice can: prevaile-How d’ye.doumifter Quill: 
Dear fir, your lat pamphlet was poignantly quaint; 
I hope you’v¢ got . nid .of your fomach complaint. 
I believe we.fhi-!i. want a thort. oy i ld: week. 
On the fall of the ftocks-— dear fir, Peregrine Sleek ! & 
I proteft that.I did not diftern ; you before, 
And when, my dear friend, “do you make the grand tour? 
I’m glad to meer here in lord vifcount Mae Vane— 
Your very obedient, fir Carpenter, Plane! 
* sdi awo woll Dear 















‘ “< xX ii, wk ar 
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Dear fir, ‘you’ rear Aa for my i os 1h art 
Pie sin ost Sony 1 deretiacs 
e author aims any.p 10n 5 yetwe 
fap that he verges sowatde, iti. But iperhaps the: dcénes 
defcribed have been. fooften adtedy: that » enanuend — 
what may not, in fome, degree, he applied, ; 


Elegies and Sonneii.'\‘¢20. 35 Cadell. 


x bedgh h we find tot any thing peculiarly Ttriking, of indica 
tive of fr ong original enias Wel beni = y are’ 
means liable to critical éénfire!® The ping ure,” 
and grammatical.’ We think the Sonnets! chidral extreine 
elegant, and’ fhall adduce® the follows on nave; ‘i? vinci 
tion of our opinion. | L- :. 91H 9190g 


‘© Ah! who ean fay, to him that patie loves °°" ine 
How ftranbely various evel hier ap peats ploli ° 
For roving with the wittd his" fanvy roves?! 10! ’' 
And now in“joys is loft, ard now?a tears | dA 
if chance one’ ray of hope his bolita Chears, 201 
Defpair t0e foon the flattering feens:removesiiT ” 
Then hecfelecrell fnaressof fate-he. provessh oT 
Surmifesograundlefs. doubts; and, jealous fants A” 
_ Oh fad sefemblance of; an April dayihs ; qr 
. Gay oe the morn fers ly, ferent 
et wane it. atters, a ous fied odiove 
And clouds, and tadden darkrel WI od of 0 
Defraud the promife.o f approachj g. May, oe 
And blak with Tuthlefs forms’ th ‘beauteous ‘espe? 


Verfes on the. Death of. Dr, Samal, Febnfon, At0n 15. Ode Dilly. 


Dr. John for has: ‘notobeen© very happy ‘i in’ -his“paneygyrifts : 
nor is’ the ':préfentatithor much more iuccefsfal tham his prede- 
ceffors. °’ He tetts ut,’ that * afriend,: whofe reputations great 
in the literary*worldy and> hada better knowlege of the fubjeé& 
than he can pretend toy! induced him) with a few additiods, to 
lay them before che’ public.’ ‘His:friend: mu furely bei either 
infincere,’ or havei adquired/fepacationvery gndefervedly, We 
found our opinion chiefly’ a his*permicting’ the conclading 
lines of the poem to‘appear in their prefent ftate. 


< ‘Soon as the mind exefts a wifh'to ftray’ 
To learning’s heighits froin’ eultoni’s béaten way, 
Hafte to the fun of eae wing thy ‘flight, 
Catch every By lympfe of ser directing light.” 
Then when Perfeétion’s tedious goal is ‘won, 
And the eye opeas tothe mental fi 
Then if that ris yang every. ray “iuppliets 
»Unmixt nor broken by Opinion s dies, 
“Then tiuft thou own that der informing bear, 
Which nature lens i in ae dublogs gleam ; 
3 
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oe Andahole pure lights. which’ revelations throw | 
-ogOn: aH] that yman nature needs to know, 
“To genuine Science all ser hints convey, 
__As’the clear fun-beam fires the lunar ray; 
»\-Butif thy génius owns athtimblerfphere, 
Or weakly paufes in the bright career, 
Let modeft Virtue_on his life rely, 
« Or view himsin the-Chriftian hero.die.’ 


_ Whether ‘Dr. Johnfon is intended’ by this feminine ‘fun of fei- 
- ehee,’:wecan ao more conjecture, than how § its beams can fet 
thesdight. of .the..moen: on | fire.’. The author, or his learned 
friend, fhould, have, favoured us with.a comment on this paf- 
fages.\/Itvis\* caviare to the ‘millien, and will never be un- 
derftood by the vulgar. 


Death as ae te An, beige Poon ocaiinaed by the Death of the 
ge T,,.4 i . «By Richard Piercy. 8yo. 6d, 


The thine paren with, the never-failing . obfervations made 

ufe of by along train of (uceegdling bards.in their funereal ele- 
gies. ‘Whe author firft exprefles his furprize at Death’s wide de- 
vaftation; that ‘ he {pares neither age nor fex,’ neither * weak 
nor ftrong:‘in fhort, 


‘ Nor,ought (aught) faffices but the lives of all.’ 


Thefe deep reflections, on which faneral fermons have rung all 
the changes the festtinses could poffibly admit, naturally lead 
him.to afk Death why. he does fo? ¢ whence. proceeds his thirf 
of blood ?? * why blend the pire and bad.together.” 

‘90° © Wihy.moft the kindy the gen’rous; the: devout, 

The brighteit lamps be all by thee put.ot.?. » 

"This of courfe introduces. the. principal fubject, of gondolence, 
as if he ought, on account.of. his: great virtues, to have beer 
exempted from the common. fate ¢ A logted to all,’ 


¢ Is not this earthy already: too obfcure? > 
Canft thou no chearing beam of light endure ? 
Maft Gibbons be extinguifh’d;' uv ‘ofe.mild rays 
Shed gentle luftreonourgloomy d -? 

How various, ‘how important‘h.. employ, 
Let thofe atteft ‘who. did his light enjoy ;- ! 
Let Homerton, anid Haberdafhers-hall -.. 
To mind his learning and.devotion call.’ 


After’ the catalogue of his: virtues we have likewife - follow- 
ing cuftomarytexclamation. ~: 


‘ But now too late, too late nig to compli “ 
Gibbons the great, the good, thy°hatid' has flain.’ 


The next lines however tell us, that, we ought: rather to. blam 
in than Death.on this, affecting accafion ; , , : 


6 As all have oau'd, fo al] for fin’ mutt die,” 
Tha 
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Thus concludes the teetad: pages and with which we thalf’ 
- conclude our ¢ritiques”’ what follows’ is ‘hruch iw ‘the’ fame 
ftrain, and gives a Higher idea of the aachor’s ‘piety taal) 2pOr 


etical abilities. 


ig fe2y4 asicf 4 


An Elegy on the muchstamented: Deeth ~s William Shepberd Ep 
Merchant, of Plymouth, one we Way 25 1784.. By, the 
Rev. Herbert Mends. ato 

An Elegiac Poem, Seon Williak Sopher, Merchant of PY, 
mouth, who ditd, May 25, 1784. .-4tes ' 6d, 


An Elegy ou the much-lamented Death of William Shepherd: a. 
“Plymouth, Efq. an eminent Woollen»Manufadturer aid Merchant: } 
who, after bearing a very tedious Hlnefs,' witha moft Chriftian 
Fortitude, died May 25,: Av Ds 1984,0a oo al By “Fi fang st 
School-Mafters 8v0e.  3de- - 


. The authors of thefe *Yachrymofa' pogmiata” fen father "to: 
have eloped from Bedlam ‘than-Parnaffus. « “The ‘firft ‘lays’ his 
fcene ‘ ultra flagrantia menia mundi,’ on ‘ the coaft of bit 
and afterwards moves it to the!* ‘third’ heaven”! where) © 

. 6 Seraphs arrive = ob, te hi 

At the dive throne, ‘and reach the toplefs bagi 3 


However irreconcilable ‘this exprefion may. feem to common 
fenfe, the poem is precifion itfelf, when compared with that of 
the fecond bard’s, which feems to have°been didtaréd by the 
genii, if fuch may be fuppofed, of opacity and confufion. > The 
author firft-addreffés the diffenting’ preachers of ‘Plymoath, °t6 
“accept of his books, and purchafe’fmall Bibles with theamount 
thereof, and diftribute them® as “they ‘thay jadge proper? He 
then gives. us another ttle=pagRs: and another. dedication to the 
reverend the clergy. 


i: My friends, eves take the law * vee laws fama tafk, : 
920 o 800, ye prietts ‘of “God,” 

He s Motes): ‘with-his-tod,'! . 

To quench: the thir of jews... 

Made rocks) to, weep a:flood 5 

i SOnr0 feedithe poor, 
‘Xn thefe books, allure 
‘Them \ < their goed! doyou . 
* Salvation preach y--Chril’ blood ! 
With hands impartial, give to.all that afk.’ 


OF the verfes we-fhall fay ‘nothing ;' they fafficiently fpeak for 
themfelves. | But we cannot help exprefling fome degree of fur- 
prize, how the diffenting wergy are to purchafe»Bibles with the 
fale of books they are delixed to.accept asa.’ ‘efent: or how 
the author could forefee that Mr, Shepherd’sd 2h would oblige 





ee _Dibles ( pabehahasy a thoufand uf thefe poems, _.) given to the poor 
to full a facred promif¢ made°of fordoing on the fare return of a friend 
from fea.“ Ihave {worn and. will perform it."’ “ Pfalm cxix, 106." 


- eee F4 other 


ath. & 
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erhek ‘people to folfl his. vow, which he takes for granted, by 


purchafing a thoafatid' copies; "Fig wonderful, molt wonderful ? 


The thsd-author: is. by: mach, the-leaf eccentric of. the trio. 
He talks fomething ¢ like folles.of this: world,” and his langaage 
refembles common-fenfe,.. For inflance,. al set 

 .. “Religions duties mend hig life 5.» 
. Searce: ever POPAsoyio od 
Happy mutt be his yintnous:wife ! 
What mut the sat havedes’d!?,.. { 6G OUA + ia 
Poor woman! though, after allgwe know.not whether it is meant 
that we fhould chiefly condole with her-on her lofs, or congra- 
tulate her. on ber happinefs.."The-aythor ought to have known, 
that /os’d is not the preterperfec of to lo/*. . 


The Nofegay.3 or Morning-Free-Will Offering, (A truly. eae 
paceman it Inebriation, Small 4f0. 
~ In the ahove.title.de/e the, firlt parenthedis, and for on.read. of; 
as we. Conceive no mand® his, {ober fenfes could write in fo 
firange-@ manner. The {pirit of wine feems to: have. had as, 
much fhare.in the prefeot performance,,.as.that of enthufiafm in 
the preceding ones: and be it known, gentle reader, this poem 
acres originates from the fame inaufpicious. quarter with the 
ers.” at raes : Vas ‘ P . ‘ > 4 . 
onw <2) ® At PHmouch T thefé Hines indite 
“0° Piiem for yourfelf to reads 

vues ) “Bat, as bin my ftudy write, — " 3 

M161) \G "Coinchode you Bave no need? Sith eapic 
“Sairely' there is fomething epidemic in the ait on thé weftern 
coat We heartily recommend'thefé unlucky votaries of Apollo 
fo ‘his ‘care’ and’ proteétion ;' not in his ‘poetical, but medical 
‘@epartment. They. are entitled to his favour, on‘ account of 
the ctuel treatment they feém to have experienced’ from ‘his 
fifter Cynthia, in ber no&urnal: excurfions:: ‘for certainly to 
adopt a whimfical line. of Dnydem’s, which feems by the bye to 
have been written under the influence ofthe fame planet, 


‘ The moon has reli’d over their heads: and' tyrn’d them.” 
| DR A.M. AsT EC. 


“< 


| Jwars A Tragedy, Buow 1s/6di (Printed-at Exeter.) Kearfley. 


‘We are extreme]y forry to’ inform’ thé public that the conta- 
gion, which, from the preceding artielés, we apprehended pre- 
vails on the weftern coaft, is exténded, if we may judge from 
tlie title-page, to the ‘metrqpolis'of thefe parts. . The feene of 
‘this tragedy is: laid near the palace, bue what palace. we are at 
-a lofs to conjecture. The dramatispérfone are Hengift, Ai 
wold, Offa, Handel, Ivar,'and Matilda? but we find no de- 
fcriptione of, or allufione to, the old Britons, Saxons, or mo- 
dern Germans, as Handel, a well-known name at prefent, 
amight lead. us to-fuppofe.” Ivar is. reprefehzed is rime in‘@ifter 
to Hengift, and, like moft ather prime minifters,. we _— 

' | . *  " thote, 
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thofe in. tragic: writ, aigreat: Mogae ‘He rebels. agaiat- bie 
fovereign, and_is thus, addreffed' by ameffengete:) « gai. ioiug 
© Meff. Phas faith thefeer who lage inte’ the fates, * 
“(By whofe permifion hither am T'comie) 
‘The heav’ns are troubledand the ae angry, imalot 
‘And inftant ruin threatens uport Ivar ) 
And this withal he gives you in advice} 
Let each one to hisitation ftrait retire ire, 
And by his penitence atone his crime— 
3 Vanith like -mift before the rifing day, 
For what fo terribleas as gods intens’d ! 
‘ ad ica sake y reward with, ieesichieds my mcf: 
a 
: This fhalt thou, give in anfwer to the feer i eee ee 
Unlefs this. day fhall put his words to Satis st 
Before Ne Py fun thall light the world 
Thas fhall my fword execution on a aps ae a F 
' And turn the angry gods againit hi et Me 
. on [Stabs the Me er. 
‘ Meff. I ain made fick to ‘death !-+0 you" great got "tha if 
#1 


This {mart “Qxplaniation, as Ba yes calls it, ‘and: indeed. the 
whole paffage, forcibly recall honel Nat,.Lee toour minds, os 
in. his Herculean vein, would aii bably in a fimilar fituation 
have made his hero. kill the and bade his ghoft carry 
back defiance: to the gods. . i the happy fbanED" of return- 
ing:a meflage-to a living i rh making his nuncio chai 
furpaffes any: of Nat's furpaffing ideas, and’is truly ori 

e have had eccafion to: cammend provincial Taian 
and we fulpe& from the fame: city; but, on. every occafion.of 
this kind, we muft now except the printer before us. We haye 
feldam feen any y. ting more asics and aukwardly ex- ~ 


ecuted, ; 





OM Ow EL, 


Fhe Falfe Friends. “4 Novel, ‘Le a Series of Letters, by the Aur 
thor af the Ring.’ 2 Wols,’ 6s; Barker. 


We are told. in the!.prefate,. that the ‘ author is young, wuri- 
Sapeticncead and a female,’.. We readily believe it.;, and only 
with that fhe had been more advantageoully employed. The 
characters, the language, and, the fentiments, if we except 2 ~ 
‘ftri& morality, are below mediocrity. We endeavour, however, 
“to learn fomething from every, book which we. read ; and we 
find’ a rae idea of a handfome man. tq. confit: in, ¢ black 
7 piercing & a brown complexion, and white:teeth,? With 

ae fen fa . great. beauty,’ and a. wonderful difpofition, xo 

nite al!’ the parties by marriage, added to a defcriprion of this 
Es we have. 6 sasnnt at hei edi saitiiad by a young 
On a: The 
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The Adventures, of. Alonze ry “containing Some friking Anecdotes of the 
prefent. Prime Minificr. of Portugal. |.a Fels. | 12m, 65. Bew. 


Thefé’ Adventures feent toihave been written’ fome time ago, 
fo® the minifter, ‘alluded toda the'title;’ was probably the un- 
fortunate mr igtvhn bese 6 He ¢értainly was unfortunate, 
perhaps guilty : while Het rbéd’the' exorbitant power of the 
church, he added to that’ of the crowns’ while’ he enlarged the 
minds-of his-countrymeén by encouragifig- learning, and giving 
fome {cope to liberal enquiry, he if faid to have fettered commerce 
by air odious monopoly,’ "Yet, ‘on the fabject of his miniftry, 
we have‘not much novelty } *Wor’are the afecdotes numerous. 

“$a orher Pefpedts, ‘ce Adventures are interéfting and agree- 
able: They are’ far removed from the common tract, and fre- 
quently above it. ‘Thelanguage is nervous, but incorrett; in 
one’ or two inftances the mifplacing will and (ball feems'to 
fhiew that’ the author’is not ap “Engtithman; ‘yet his judgment 
feems to be good, ahd his knowledge not inconfiderable: a vei 
of good fenie: pervades and esibéltifhes thefe little volumes. 

‘Brot op not aricé 
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A Candid Review of Mr. Pitt's Tuventy Refolutions. Addreffed ta 
“(the People of Ireland.” Bvo. 25. Debrett. |’ 


Mio abh go 1A Si NGL ron Jorn es 
cit Apes pales bits fopseat importance, oughs alae 
y.be treated withthe utmoft degree. of impartiality,. there is 
too much reafon to fafpedt, that in enquiries of this nature, the 
confideration ‘of public utility, is-often facrificed to the, paffions 
= fp fast du eee nS Conia Inert ohh Paty, et aed, 
oweyer, as we are Dy nO OUlcr view than that of examiarn 
faithfully the merits of Soins productions, we are difpofed to 
righ the arguments both of, thofe who haye fupported, and of 
Teck Siete thc ear APMED PUSAN S87 S 
In the introduction to the pam phlet before us, we are forr 
to che Sal as hese pees a‘deh n of exciting the Ir 
TN ade SHEATY te hike ave ae: oe ee 
much mor€ candid to have delivered ‘his fentiments difpaflion- 
ately, and ‘to have left to the good fenfe of the majority of the 
Frith nation ‘either to approve or reject them. 


2D heauthor’s obfervation on the Second Refolution is as. fol- 


ba 


"“**This Refolution ¢ontains the principle or bafis on. which 
tlie above regulation is intended to be carried, into execution.— 
It is ftated'as a conditional bargain ;, offering on the one han 


_~ 


a full patticipation of commercial. advantages to Ireland, when- 
éver Ireland thall make a provifion towards defraying the ex- 
pencts of protecting the trade, .&c. of the,empire, in time.of 
peace.—And ‘the twentieth Refolution, which paght.to,be con- 
fidered a3'a part of the fecond, declares what that provifion is 
to be, and how it is to be fecured,, Daa cut 


¢ This 
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. © This Refolation is founded on an affumption whith I pofi- ° 
tively declare to be falfe and inadmiffible, viz: that Ireland! 
enjoys no jut right or claim to the:participation, of commercial 
advantages, and. mut therefore engage to purchafe them by a. 
compenfation from Great Britain. —This is not only an infer~ 
ence, but the foundation.ot:, the. whole plan, and by treating: 
on fuch terms, Ireland would dire&tly acknowledge the exclu-i 
five right of Great. Britajn;to deny her that participation, with« 
out a,compenfation of .an annual fupply. : 
‘ That Ireland ought to.contribute to the defence of the trade 
of the empire, Jam.mof. ready to admit.~-Aed fhe has ever, 
fhown an inclination to bear her fhare of the public expence 
even beyond her abilities. —My objection is to agreeing to pay-- 
that contribution gs a purchafe of what the has a right to claim 
on other grounds, namely, as a compenfation for a participa-. 
tion of fimilar commercial advantages granted by. her to. Great.’ 
Britain.—For - pacar re 
‘ The only commercial advantages that.are. to. be communi, 
cated to Ireland, -hy virtue of this act, are a permiffion to fend 
her manufactures, and the importable produce of foreign itates, 
or.our.own colonies, into Great Britain. It is not.material to 
advert to the regulations to be adopted on this trade.—I only 
afk if Great Britain does not now enjoy the power of fending 
fimilar articles, and her’ manufactures into Ireland ; and if fhe 
has not ever fince the union of the crowns enjoyed this’ad- 
vantage fm Be . 
In thefe remarks, it is obvious that the author endeavours to. 
bend the fubjeét to his own prejudices; and that he might do 
this with the greater fuccefs, he very artfully obferves, ‘ it is 
‘not material to advert to the regulations to be adopted on this 
trade.’ But we muft beg leave to contend, that an attention 
to the propofed regulations is a matter of the utmoft import- 
‘ance; and in fupport of this aflertion we may appeal to the 
conduct of both the hovfes ‘of the Britith parliament on the 
prefent occafion. -On what other account than for the purpofe 
of eftablifhing proper regulations, has fo much time been em- 
ployed in examining the petitions of the various manufacturers ? 
The author, in his remarks on the Fourth Refolution, appears 
likewife to indulge himfelf in a ftrain of mifreprefentation. He 
infifts, that were the propofitions adopted, they would direétly 
_affeét the independence of Ireland ; but, by this affertion, he 
feems to-lofe fight of the reciprocity which it is intended that 
the legiflatures of both countries fhould equally exercife with 
refpect to commertial regulations. © ae 
In treating of the Ninth Refolution, the author profeffes a 
~ deteftation of the idea that Ireland fhould be prohibited froma 
trade with the: Eatt Indies, ‘But he ought to reflect, that this 
is a prohibition not peculiar to Ireland, fince, excepting the 
capital, all the ports’in Great Britain are excluded from enjoy- 
jog the privileges of the Eaft India Company. 
‘S" 7 7 Spar Ac- 
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e19TNOS OW? OH! OIHIH OVE # Jetis ils SOST Ve rtt * 
\Agcording toi thisauthor, the peopleof Ireland never can be 
fed without a total fejetion of the! Second, Fourth, Fifth, 
Ninth, and: fome' parts Of -the Hifteenth and: Sixteenth 
folutions, ..He certainly has done all: in: his: power to: infti-: 
gate the Irith, particalarly the volunteérs,, ta‘ fachva-rejection ; 
and we capaot, without exprefiing thie. frongelt-difapprobation, 
palons of writer on..a great national: fubje&;- appeal to the 
ons of t 
tu 







: he uninformed populace, in preference to the legif- 

ature of the country, . Such acondua is evidently didtated by 
ponents,. as well as-the abettors of the Refolutions. 
At Addvefito-the King and People of Ircland..8ve. 5. Debrett. 

The author’ of this'addrefs holds, that the fyftem contained in 
the Twenty Refolutions is inadmiffible; and “that the terms of 
it;;on the pare of the two contrafting ‘parties, viz. the partia- 
meiit ‘of Great Britain, andthe parliament of Ireland, are of 
pine rt Ape oras't6 the other, a furrender For fveR 
of ‘inherent rights which ‘ndither can ©f right°ror ever 
on af The author of this pamphlet writes difpaffionately ; 
but his arguments are as inadmifible, ii our opinion, as thé fyf- 
téay of Refolutions is in his' own. °°) * 9! 8 

of OFT TST AD S38 QT AG z AGMITIITA J , . : 

stn Original Papers, B40» I$-) Jarvis. 


Yaw 2m | 
ol hefe. ss: have fo much the appearance of being genuine, 
that,) with ‘concurring evidence of fome additional circum- 
flances;\we: cannot doubt of their authenticity. ° They confit 
of a.Letter:frem the late: Karl of Hardwicke toa near Relation, 
‘am the Subjedt of a Minifterial: Negotiation inthe Year 1763 ; 
and ef a. Letter from the: Hon. Charles Yorke tothe Rev. Dr. 
Birch.:The-letter from: lord. Hardwicke is dated Sept. 4, 4763. 
and contains an account of two conferences whith) Mr..Pitt had 
with a great perfonage at the. Q---—’s palace; relative, to.a mew 
adminifiration.. At the former of thofe.conferences, which was 
abent ten days before, ona Saturday, every thing. feemed. to 
be in a fair train for a new mioifterial arrangement; but, lo! 
at the conference on the fubfequent Monday, this flattering 
profpect entirely. vanifhed. > bat hs 
_ € Mr. Pitt ikewife affirms, fays the writer of the Letter, 
that if ‘he was. examined’ wpon ‘oath, he could not tell upon 
what this‘ negociation broke off, whether wpom any particular 
point, or wpon: the general complexion of the wholex bat that 
ifthe $4** fhall affign any‘ particular reafon for it, he will 
never contraqi@ it.’ © ‘ah umbros A: bisttes 2 
“In the beginning of the ‘Letter, we are” prefented with an 
account of eRe" fteps which led to the conferences’ above men- 


tioned.’ ‘As’this part is ftrongly‘marked' with the thara@eriftics 
of a 49 negociation, we: fhall lay before our readers an 
extract of it, | re 
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‘ I have heard the whole from the duke of Newcaftle, and on 
Friday morning de fource.from Mr, Pitt.. But if I was to ate 
tempt to relate in writing all that I have heard in tWo conver~ 
fations of two :hdurs , the dotterels and wheat eatPwo: 
ftink before I could fini my clerer>(*Befides; it-is as Rr 
as it is long, for I believe itis the moft extraordinary tr 
that ever happened in‘ any court ‘in’ Barope, even in times’ 
extraordinary'as'the prefentyiov 96) Yo 99 8G A ry 8 

‘I will begin, asthe affair has gone'on, prepofteroufly, | 
telling you, that it ‘is'all over forthe prefent, and wean’ j 
come back re infeay "| 5) .925)4405 22) 4 

‘Tt began, as:to the: fabitance, bya mtg froin mylord’ 
B—e to Mr. Pitt at Hayes, thtough ‘my lérd' mayor, to give’ 
him the meeting privately at fome third placed | This his lordui 
fhip (lord B.) afterwards altered by a note from himfelf, fay. 
ing, that as he loved to do things opéaly, hte wouldcome to 
Mr. Pitt’s houfe in Jermya-freet, in. broad, day-lighs,, s Fhéey 
met accordingly, and. lord .B-—-e, after the: firt-complimentsy s 
frankly acknowledged, that, his .miaifry could, not go-on, andi 
that the **** was convinced of. it, and thesefore he (latd Bopr 
defired that Mr, Pitt would, open himéelf frankly,and at dargey: 
and tell him his. ideas. of things and, perfons wath- the aomofin 
freedom. After much excufe and banging-back, .Mr. Pig a 
fo with the utmoft freedom indeed, though-with: civility. -Herei 
I muff leave a long blank, to be fillediup when I fee you. tLonds 
Be heard with great attention and patience ; entered into no 
defence; but at laf faid, “If thefe are your opinions, why 
fhould-you not tell them ‘to the *** * himfelfs whoowilbnet 
unwilling ‘to hear you?” ——~“*: How cand, my> lord ,. -prefutt 
to go to'the ****; whoam not-of his :councilp nor im /his> fags’ 
vice, and have no pretence tolafk an audience’ “Phe prefimip< 
tion would be ‘too great.’’—‘* But fuppole his m=——y fhoula 
order you to’ attend him; prefume,! fir; you would not refute 
it.?—++*¢ The ***#?s command Would! make it my duty, "aad 
1 thould certainly‘obey ate’? “0 ~ | 22 : 

The Letter to'Dr, Birch is“ dated’ October'g, 1762, aiid re- 
comniends, for pood téafons) ‘the erafement “of a few words 
printed in brackets, in the ‘doGter’sedition of Sir Francis Ba-: 


eon’s Hetrers se 
Ob/er vations on the Furifprudence of the Coutt of Sefion in Scotland, 
| vise BVBy, Af, Murray. 

Much has been faid,, and much written, of the néceffity ofa 
reform. in different-departments ‘of the flates; but, if the -re- 
prefentation of this: author be well founded, nothing can re- 
yuire it fo much,-as the; mode. of jurifdi¢tion in the court of 
_feffion in Scotland, According to his a¢count, not only the 
jurifdiction of this court, but. the mode of exercifing it is in- 
definite. Inftead of -favouring the prompt decifion of ciyil 
causes, it is calculated to protract them even to an ait 

fOr Pesloc, 
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period: .°The forms of protefs being governed :by no deétér- 
minaterules,'a field of endlefs litigation: is left open to thé 
Fawyers, while their' clients are involved in ruinous expences, 
sradictory' arguments, fufficient to demand the attentive exa- 
mination of ‘feveral montlis, "if not of years. In a word, it ap- 
arsito;be a court fo unhappily:conititated as to obitruct the. 
objects of jurifdiction, even under the difpenfation of tthe moit 
falutary laws ; and it certainly. calls aloud for fpeedy and effec- 
tual regulation, . :, AS IO 994 oh ee 
The Speech of the Right Hon. Charles Fames Fox on the Irifh Refo- 
ane sah 12, 1785. 8vo. ,2s. Debrett.  _ 
Mrs Fox's Reply to. Mr. Pitts upow reporting the Fourth Propofition 
‘of the Tripp Syflem, May-313 1785. 8vo. 6d, Keariley. 
* Asa literary Review is not'the channel for the conveying of 
parliamentary debates, our ‘readers will ‘not expect from us-an 
account of either of thofe Speéches. ‘To judge of the force of 
the arguments, it is neceflary to’be acquainted with thofe which 
were ufed ‘bythe oppofite-party ; and in refpe& of rhetorical 
abilities, Mr. Fox’s charatter is fuficiently known. | 


Che Debareiin the Houje of Commons, on the Motion of the Right 

_ Hon. William Pitt, for Leave to bring in a Bill to amend the 

aor ‘ff ntation of the People in Parliament. 8vo. 15. Stockdale. 

_ "This interefting debate brought the long agitated affair of a 
arliamentary reform to a crifis. For, though the prefs had 

Proatied thefe’feveral years with publications on the fubjeé, we 
dve’not, fince that period, met with one on either fide of the 

qheltion. * : 

‘A Political Pfalm, for the Service of the Year 1785. “4t0e 156 

ab Ridgeway. 


and the em oppreffed with the accumulated load of con- 


».~Below:the notice of criticifm. | Gs 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Cafe of our Fellow-creatures the opprefed Africans. Svo., 2de 
a ete SESE Ve toch Ren 5 Th" 7 

_. This is a ferious and well-meant addrefs on flavery..,We have 
often .had oceafion to mention the fubjeét, and have always 
Dorn our teftimony againft this inhuman praétice. We wifi 
therefore the greateft fuccefs to the exertions of this very bene- 
volent Society of Quakers’ We thall probably, at fome future 
period, have an opportunity of fhowing, that it is not lefs ex- 
pedient than humane. : 


Heraldry of Nature ; or, Inftrudtions for the King at Arms. ‘Small 
; ate 8vo. ' 2s. 64. Smith. : oe 


"This is a new mode Of fatire, or rather a new form of abufe; 


- "The idea promifes entertainment; but the execution is mifer- 


ably 
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ably deficient. .The author Mould. jiave, defcribed » the men, 
‘and their triking characteriltics, inflead: of aiming at their, foi- 
bles.” The belt part of the work is the. {election of the mottos, 
and their tranflations ; in which: he difcoyers -fancy.and. inge- 
pBMitys. The motte tojrhe marquis of B's ans is, Cx.) wsicbuc 
-ofteny:inhis,cheite,of thele,obe hinks-into spunea Salts wate, 


The Reviewers correPeds ‘or Faye CH. ‘fin analy BS By We Ea. 


/ oan ' mionftonp; \Stir geome: “Ses0e! “6. Righgr tle oat 
bi 10 i 25 4 wm) 1S 
“'Plorayere. fais non ‘felpondere fayorepy, aol 


- $peratum. meritis.’ sed of teavl 


vi cBhis Complaint wassa} wery> anti¢ntoone, and complaints ‘of 
this kind wilkalways continte. «Mr: Edmonitone’siaiimadver- 
vdions were excited by the criticafm.oa his tciflay on theokrevea- 
» tion of, an; Ewil cinjurious to>FHealth, pat lieved 3£O | milano 
>? | ment,” sim the Monthly RevitWes ; bis: 


Advent es fru a Pincufbion, ‘di filed ebichy “for We oy of i Geng 
| soy HES | 240. ‘6d. Marthall. 


; By is:an Jalisndtive, and amufing little book the Nedbbs 
~ are. inculcated with great) addrefs, ‘and, they are) idly moral 
and joft. | It, is-a favourable: profpedt. for. the fucceeding age, 
that the little books for, children are fo much improved jim every 

: refpect. . 7 


Efe ay to prove. art ks fi ‘ficieney ov Subalterns Pai in the hemi EFce 
| Small Bue, 25+ Od., in, Boards. —. Stockdale. Nn, 


‘Nothing is more’. penerally. acknowledged than that -the. 
of 'a fabaltern, officer is really inadequate to his ftation, pyle 
ing to a calculation made by this writer, and which we, thiak 
is far from being exaggerated, the almoft unavoidable yearly 
expences of a fubaltern officer'exceed his income by a fum 
nearly eqnal to his: pay. The author, pleads the caufe of the 

~ milicary officers with mangas ¢ ; and has fybjoined fome fenfible 

_ hints for more, effetually recruiting the army, . 





> . 


Pratticat Benevolence, , 8va..-1s. Murray. 


A well-written letter, addreffed ‘to the ‘pablic by a ‘univerfal 
friend, who offers his’ advice to’ perfons of ail denominations, 
in. the moft.-delicate -circumftances.of -life. . The con{picgors 
philanthropy of the author:merits ovr warmeft praife; and we 
heartily with fuccefs to a plan ‘fo fingular, benevolent, and 
gratuitous. 


Elements of Nature ;, or, Free Opinioms fported in the interior Ca- 
binet of Venus. By Montaigut. 12mo. 25. 6d, , Peacock. 


According to the compiler, this pamphlet includes the beau- 
ties of Montaigne; but he would have acted more ingenuoudly, 
to have called thefe extracts the Deformities of that agreeable 
author. 


Ekevea 
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Eleven additional Letters from Ruffia, in the Reige ie Pater Tr. 


ce and Notes. Small 8vo. 15. 6de Dodfley. 


The Letters formerly publithed by this lady commenced with 
the year 1730, and terminated in.1739 * ;- but -all -in the pre- 
fent colleétien bear. the -dates-of;one or other of the two years 


“preceding the firft of thole periods. The late, Mrs. Vigor was 


the daughter of the Rev. Mr..Goodwin, a clergyman of large 
fortune in Yorkthire, whith, after her brother’s death, de- 
volved to her. She was married fucceffively to three hutbands ; 
the firt of whom was confalegeneral to Ruffia, and the fecond 
‘was refident at that court.’ She-died at Windfor ‘in Seprember 
laf, aged eighty-four. Her underftanding, which »was firong 
by nature, the had .cultivated both by books and an extenfive 
commerce with the world; and ‘her vivacity was thedelagin of 
_all- who had the pleafure of her acquaintance. ‘With thefe.ta- 
‘Jens, fhe was eminently qualified for obfervation, -as ‘well as for 
communicating her ideas either by oral or literal intercourfe. 
Her ‘Letters; therefore, ‘contain many carious particalars rela- 
‘tive to perfons of diftimétion at Peterfberph ; -and “they” are 
‘written with that agreeableedfe which ought’ to be the chief 
characteniftic of epiftelary°cempofition, -«*.9 5 2 8 


Leftiones Sele&a ; or Sele Latin Leffons in Morality, Hiftory, and | 


Biography. By the Rev. Foln Adams. t2me.. 8d.» Liaw. 
_ From the extreme facility of thefe Lefforis, they are not cal- 
culated to convey the idioms of the Latin; but they may be 
hed ‘with advantage by boys who are juft beginning the dtady 
of that language. | | 


The Tea-Putchafer’s Guide. Small $vo. 15. Kearfley. . 


The author of this pamphlet delivers the common dbferva- 

* tions relative to the judging of teas ; and likewife ‘the methods 

of qualifying any fort of tea, by mixing it with another. Ac- 

cording to his information, great quantities of ‘bad prize-teas 

are ‘at this, ime in-London, and are faid.to be the caufe of the 
complaint ‘fo prevalent with refpe& to this commodity. 

TT: 


* See Crit. Rev. ‘vol. xl. p. 163, 
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Fhe Tate Mrs. Vigor. Never before publifbed, With a Pre- 
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